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At Church of the
Pines, we offer
everyone an
opportunity to
come to know the
Lord Jesus Christ
and to grow in a
committed
relationship with
God.
We are Living
Christ’s Love
NOW through
Nurture,
Outreach, and
Worship.

Remember then:
there is only one time
that is important — Now!
It is the most important time
because it is the only time
when we have any power.”
- Leo Tolstoy
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Did you get Pine Chips 2.0 in your email?
Not only is the monthly Pine Chips 2.0 sent to our church community via email, but we also have weekly
announcements and events emailed and posted online!
Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org.
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Pastor’s Pen
I have heard several versions of the following story. It generally goes likes
this: that a person has stopped attending church and someone from the
church goes to the person’s house and visits with them. They have good
conversation about the weather, which is always cold in the story, and
how nice and warm the fire is in the fireplace. When the conversation turns to God and the
church, the first person says that he can find God anywhere on his own. At this, the person
visiting stands up and moves a burning coal from the middle of the fire to the side of the
hearth and sits back down. Both watch as the burning coal slowly dims and grows cold.
Standing and thanking the person for sharing the warmth of the fire, the visiting friend
leaves. As the story goes, the person who had stopped attending church was back the next
Sunday.
This story is a meaningful illustration of our theme for January...making disciples of Jesus
Christ through our presence. It is important for us to be present together as a community of
faith. All of us are diminished if we are not. We can do many things on our own, we can experience God, and we can do good things…but only for so long. Eventually, the fire inside us
will begin to cool and dim. Being present is not only important to our faith, but also for all
parts of our lives.
We live in a society that is becoming more disconnected than ever. I think part of the reason why is that we are not being fully present in our lives. It seems people spend more time
looking at a screen than they do at the world around them. I have seen a roomful of people
playing on their phone instead of talking with each other. Yes, I am guilty of that myself. It is
taking a toll on our relationship with God, with each other, and in our communities.
The good news is, that if we move that single coal on the side of the hearth back to the middle of the fire, it will burn again. It will add its warmth and light to the fire and make it even
stronger. If we choose being present...physically, emotionally, spiritually with God and each
other, our light and warmth will grow stronger, too.

Being present in this manner is a choice...not always an easy one. However, it is the choice
that God made and that we celebrated during Advent and Christmas. God chose to be with
us, fully present with us, in Jesus and even, still today, God chooses to be present in the Holy Spirit. During worship this month we will encourage one another to choose to be present,
fully present with God and one another.
Together, let us see how big our fire can grow – how much light and warmth we can spread
throughout the world!
Blessings,
Pastor Mark
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Leadership, Prayer Requests & Bible Study
Please pray for:
The family of Chris Blank

Church Staff & Leadership
Pastor Mark D. Gilbert, ext. 4
pastor@umchurchofthepines.org
Church Administrator:
Merry Jorgensen, ext. 2
office@umchurchofthepines.org
Director of Rocking Horse
Childcare Center:
Mary Kollath, ext. 5
rockinghorseccc@yahoo.com

Lance Bruette
The family of Madge “Maggie” Matz
To have your name included on this Prayer List, in the
bulletin Prayer List, or on our Prayer Chain, please call
the church office at 715-356-3041 or send an email to
office@umchurchofthepines.org.
Epiphany Sunday, January 6, 2019 - 10:00 am

Custodian:
Rudy Vlosak
(715) 892-2949

Star of wonder
Star of light
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading
Still proceeding
Guide us to thy perfect light.
Amen.

Choir Director:
Lisa Hernandez
lisa.hernandez@ldfschool.org
Lay Leader:
Gretchen Voigt
gretchen.voigt@gmail.com

Your help is needed to
take down Christmas

Staff-Parish Relations
Committee Chair:
Eric Kroening
ekroening00@hotmail.com

decorations after worship
on January 6th. THANKS!
Pastor Mark will lead an

Ministry Council Co-Chair:
Ted Voigt, ted.voigt@gmail.com
Bob Nash, rj52n@yahoo.com

8-week Bible study on the

Trustees Chair:
TBA

beginning Tuesday,

Finance Chair:
Bob Schuld, bob.pat1@frontier.com

Book of Numbers
January 8th - 10:00 a.m.
in the church library.

Treasurer:
Cherie’ Hein, cheriehein@mac.com
Stephen Ministry Leader:
Holly Nash, nashholly@yahoo.com

If you requested an
offering envelope packet
for 2019, you will find
your packet on the
counter or on a table in
the Ministry Center.
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Birthdays, Community Table & New Member Class
If you are celebrating your birthday in
January and your name is not listed below,
please contact the church office so
that we can update our records.
January
January
January
January
January
January

2
4
8
12
12
14

Breanna Semmerling
Molly Jorgensen
Rich Klatt
Micah Gilbert
Jessica Hilgart
Val Susor

COMMUNITY TABLE

January 16
January 17
January 21
January 25
January 27
January 28

Pastor Mark Gilbert
Sylvi Berklund
Cameron Gee
Frances Bechtolt
Fred Melms
Kristen Kroening

The Community Table at St. Matthias Church offers
a free meal to everyone in our community on the
third Tuesday of each month in cooperation with
area churches and organizations. It is a wonderful
time to bring the entire community together for
food and fellowship. Church of the Pines will host
the Community Table on Tuesday, January 15th at
5:00 p.m. Your help is needed.! There is a signup
sheet in the Ministry Center to help with food donations, serving, and cleanup. Sign up to participate in
this important community outreach, and please join
us for food and fellowship on January 15th.

New Church Member Class
Saturday, January 19th - 10:00 a.m.
It’s an informal gathering in the Pine
Room and a time to ask questions and
learn more about becoming a member of
United Methodist Church of the Pines.
Call (715-356-3041) or email the church
office at office@umchurchofthepines.org
to let us know that you would like to
attend. Refreshments will be served. We
look forward to seeing you!
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Stephen Ministry
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Lay Leader
Hello and Happy New Year.
Here it is a New Year and a new Lay Leader. I will be taking over for Holly Nash, who will be
assisting me so that the transition to a new person can go as seamlessly as possible. Then in
2020 I will have a new trainee who will become Lay Leader in 2021.
So I was thinking about the New Year and New Year Resolutions that many people make at
this time of year. I have decided that the one resolution that I want to make and keep is to
have an “attitude of gratitude” every day.
One of my favorite scriptures is Philippians 4:6-7: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.”
As I read this passage, I am encouraged by a God that wants us to bring to him our requests,
and I also realize He wants our thanks as well.
Some of the things I am thankful to God for:
I am thankful for Holly Nash as a friend and mentor
I am thankful for this church
I am thankful for being able to participate in Stephen Ministry
I am thank for all the prayers for our premature grandson, Luca
I am thankful that Luca is home from the hospital
I am thankful for family and friends
My plan is to start a gratitude journal and write down at least 5 things that I am thankful for
every day. May I encourage you to do the same. You may not want to do a journal, but
throughout the day just let God know 5 things you are thankful for. I truly believe that gratitude changes our hearts for the better.
I am thankful for all of you!
Gretchen Voigt, Lay Leader

Sunday
January 20th
Special Offering

Page 7

United Methodist Women, Keenagers & Odd Couples
United Methodist Women - January Circles 2019
Esther Circle will meet on Wednesday, January 2nd at 12:00 noon in the Pine Room. Bring a
sandwich. Jeanne Van Order will host the meeting.
Martha Circle will meet at the home of Hedy Blank on January 3rd at 1:00 p.m.
Deborah Circle will meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, January 8th in the Pine Room. Members are
asked to read the 2nd chapter of “A Grace-Full Life.” Thanks so much to circle members and
friends who brought gifts for our “Christmas Family."
Dawn Circle will meet on Wednesday, January 9th at 9:30 a.m. in the Ministry Center.
Ruth Circle will meet in the Pine Room at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 9th. Sue Shapiro
will host the meeting.
Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, January 10th at 9:30 a.m. in the Ministry Center. Sue
Loeffler will lead us in the third chapter of “Old Testament Stories from the Back Side.” Luella
Lakich will host.

United Methodist Women - General Meeting
All women of the church are invited to attend the January UMW General Meeting at noon on
Wednesday, January 23rd in the Ministry Center. Our new Mission Coordinator for Spiritual
Growth, Pat Bechtel, will lead us as we observe our annual Day of Prayer and Self-Denial. A special offering will be taken. Esther Circle will be hosting the luncheon. Please RSVP to your Circle
Chair or to Jeanne Van Order at 715-356-5706.

United Methodist Women News
Congratulations to Sue Altschwager and Bill Remien who received the Special Mission Recognition on United Methodist Women Sunday!

Keenagers
Keenagers will meet in the Ministry Center for potluck at noon on Wednesday, January 16. Our
speaker will be Dr. Noah Lottig from the Trout Lake Research Station who will talk about a “A
Century of Water Quality Research in the Northwoods.” All are welcome to attend. Just bring a
dish to pass, or if you’d like to come for the program only, arrive about 12:30 p.m.

Odd Couples
Odd Couples will meet at Norwood Pines at 5:30 p.m. for dinner on Friday, January 11th. Dessert will be served following dinner at Church of the Pines in the Ministry Center. To make reservations, contact Sue Claflin at 715-358-0343 or Mary McCadden at 715-277-5030.
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Missions
Mission - Special Sundays
As we begin a new year we are reminded that we will be asked for donations for a number
of Sundays throughout the year as opportunities for recognizing and supporting particular
ministries programs. Church-wide Special Sundays with offerings enable United Methodists
to offer refuge in times of disaster, promote peace and justice, provide scholarships and
student loans, reach out to the community, teach skills to encourage self-sufficiency and
share the love of Jesus Christ with God's people everywhere. Four Areas of Focus are: Improving Global Health, Ministering With the Poor, Growing Vital Churches, and Developing
Leaders.
United Methodist Church of the Pines supports the following special Sundays:
Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with at-risk youth.
UMCOR Sunday Previously known as One Great Hour Of Sharing, this Sunday enables the
United Methodist Committee on Relief to reach out through worldwide ministries of food,
shelter, health and peace.
Native American Ministries Sunday nurtures mission with Native Americans and provides
scholarships for United Methodist Native American seminarians.
Peace With Justice Sunday enables the United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for peace and justice through a broad spectrum of global programs.
World Communion Sunday provides scholarships for U.S. racial- and ethnic-minority students and international students, on both undergraduate and graduate levels.
United Methodist Student Day furnishes scholarships and loans for students attending
United Methodist-related and other accredited colleges and universities.

New Covenant Relationship
We are starting a new covenant relationship as Paul Webster has retired. Temba Nkomozepi has been named by the General Board of Global Ministries to be a new missionary at
Mujilla Falls. Temba is from Zimbabwe and a graduate from the School of Agriculture of
Africa University. He has started to become educated about the project at Mujilla Falls and
is completing his official documents. His favorite Bible verse is from 2 Kings 3 (where the
Lord fills a valley with water and protects it so people and animals can drink). Temba says
"this passage shows me that irrigation or agricultural engineering can play an important
role in the will of God. I have made it my commitment to contribute to bringing together
the perfect environment and inputs to grow crops and improve people's livelihoods."
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Trustees Report
2018 Trustees Annual Report
The Trustees are happy to report the church buildings are in good repair. The Trustees and Men’s Club
held two clean-up work days for general grounds maintenance. We had no capital expenditures for
2018.
Some minor repairs and issues need to be addressed:


Replace cracked sidewalk at the south entry ramp. We were unable to accomplish this in 2018.



Replace rotted wood on the soffit at the Pine Room entry portico.



Facility audit done by the Ministry Council found that a major issue was the lack of signage directing
guests to “critical” areas within the church. This concern will need to be addressed by the Council
and Trustees n 2019.



Tidy up storage areas, closets, coat rooms about the church. New storage areas could be generated
by removing 100+ unused chairs from first level hallway closets and closet off the Pine Room. The
Trustees will need to follow up on this issue.

Parsonage:


In good condition. Regular general maintenance is critical. Pumping of the septic system is needed.



Replaced the old clothes dryer with new one.



Graded and resurfaced deteriorating driveway with crushed stone in 2018.



Installed new blinds on LR and bedroom windows.



For 2019
1. Replace rotted wood on post and rails on deck.
2. No capital expenses requested for 2019.

Rocking Horse Child Care Center


Thanks to the hard work of several volunteers, we were able to remodel the kitchen with new
cabinets, counter tops, stainless steel double sink, upright freezer, and microwave oven.



Rocking Horse has been cited by the state licensing board for a non-compliant playground surface.
The Trustees and RHCC will continue to seek a resolution to this problem. Estimated cost in is the
area of $40,000 to $50,000. We may need to seek outside funding for this project.



Paint three classrooms and touch-up walls in the large room. This issue resulted from the last
inspection by the State licensing board. This will need to be addressed in the first quarter of 2019.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill Remien, Trustee Chairman
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Finance Report
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1 Church office
is closed.

2
8:15a Leadership
Committee
12:00p Esther
Circle
No LOGOS
No Worship
Service

3
12:00p Martha
Circle
6:00p Choir
Rehearsal

6
7
9:00am - Choir
2:00p Missions
Rehearsal
6:00p Trustees
10:00a Epiphany
Sunday Worship/
Communion/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship
11:00a Take
down Christmas
decorations

8
10:00a Bible
Study
10:00a Milestone Worship
6:00p Deborah
Circle
7:00p Leadership Orientation

9
9:30a Dawn Circle
10:00a Ruth Circle
3:50-6:15p LOGOS
6:00p Worship
Service

10
11
9:30a Lydia Circle 5:00p Odd
6:00p Choir
Couples
Rehearsal
7:00p Leadership
Orientation (snow
date)

12

13
14
9:00a Choir
1:00p Prayer
Rehearsal
Shawl
10:00a Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

15
10:00a Bible
Study
5:00p Community Table
7:00p Ministry
Council

16
12:00p Keenagers
3:50-6:15p
LOGOS
6:00p Worship
Service

17
10:00a UMW
Executive Board
6:00p Choir
Rehearsal

18

19
10:00a New
Church Member
Class

20
9:00a Choir
Rehearsal
10:00a Worship/
Children’s
Church/Human
Relations Day
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

22
10:00a Bible
Study
10:00a Between
Friends

23
12:00p UMW General Meeting
3:50-6:15p
LOGOS
5:00p Advent Book
Study
6:00p Worship
Service

24
8:00a Men’s
Breakfast

25

26

29
10:00a Bible
Study

30
31
3:50-6:15p LOGOS 6:00p Choir Re6:00p Worship
hearsal
Service

21
7:00p SPRC

27
28
10:00a Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

4

Saturday
5

Have something for Pine Chips 2.0? Email the church at office@umchurchofthepines.org.
To appear in the February Pine Chips, email information no later than January 15th
by 5:00 pm. Announcements for bulletins & weekly updates are due Monday for
the following weekend. Call the Church Office at 715-356-3041 with questions.

Should we experience a severe winter storm warning that would
cause the cancelation of Sunday worship services, a phone message
will be placed on the church phone; local television stations will be
notified; a robo-phone call will be made to everyone who has a
phone number listed in our church computer records; an email will
be sent to those who subscribe to our newsletter email list; and the
cancelation will be posted on our church Facebook page. If public
schools are canceled or closed early due to bad weather during the
week, our church activities will be canceled.

Contact Us
UM Church of the Pines
415 Chippewa Street
PO Box 144
Minocqua, WI 54548
Office Phone: 715-356-3041

Visit us on the web at
www.umchurchofthepines.org

PO Box 144
415 Chippewa Street
Minocqua, WI 54548

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

