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NOW!
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At Church of the
Pines, we offer
everyone an
opportunity to
come to know the
Lord Jesus Christ
and to grow in a
committed
relationship with
God.
We are Living
Christ’s Love
NOW through
Nurture,
Outreach, and
Worship.
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“Go and do likewise.”

September 1st - 8:30 & 10:00 am
Beginning September 8th - 10:00 am
Did you get Pine Chips 2.0 in your email?

Not only is the monthly Pine Chips 2.0 sent to our church community via email,
but we also have weekly announcements and events
emailed and posted online!
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Pastor’s Pen
In my family, my Grandmother Kelley made the best dinner rolls ever.
They were light and flaky, buttery and delicious. To be honest, there
wasn’t anything that I can think of that she made that wasn’t wonderful,
but her rolls were special. In part, because no one else could make them
like her. My mom had the recipe and tried; they were good, but not as
good as Grandma’s. As grandma got older there was a real fear that we might never have the
wonderful dinner rolls again.
I bet you have a similar story in your family. Some special thing that only one person in the
family could do the best. A tradition that was in danger of being lost. Well, my oldest sister
was determined to not let the tradition of the Kelley dinner rolls be lost. Every time she would
visit home she would bake rolls with grandma. She would even have grandma on the phone
when she would try to bake them on her own back in Iowa.
The key was that it wasn’t just the recipe – it was how they were made. It was what Grandma
Kelley did that made the rolls special. I don’t know how many batches of rolls my sister made
with our grandmother helping before she mastered them, but she did. Julie might not agree
with me that she mastered grandma’s rolls, but she did complete her apprenticeship successfully. That is essentially what she did. She became grandma’s apprentice, learning what she
did and how she used the recipe to make amazing dinner rolls.
Brother and Sisters, I share this not to make you hungry or to even brag about how good my
grandmother’s rolls were, but to remind us that we as Christians, as part of the Church Universal, we are in danger of losing an important tradition. Too often in our world today, Christianity is boiled down to a prayer of salvation, adherence to a creed of doctrine, or even just a
belief. The tradition that we are at risk of losing is an ancient understanding that to follow Jesus is to do what Jesus did.
We have the recipe of Christianity, but we need to spend time as Jesus’ apprentices to really
learn what he did to make loving God with all one’s heart, soul, mind, and strength; and loving our neighbors as ourselves so special.
The good news is that we can do just what my sister did with our grandmother. God is always
with us, and if we are willing, God will help us to understand how Jesus did what he did and
will help us to live the same way in our lives. This month we will spend time in worship focusing on how Jesus did what he did. I also invite anyone who would like to spend a little extra
time as Jesus’ Apprentice to join me on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am studying Jeff Kirby’s
book, Jesus Apprentice.
Let’s make sure that our community and our world will always have people (us – I mean you
and me) who live and do as Jesus did.
Blessings,
Pastor Mark
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Leadership, Prayer Requests, Fall Worship
Church Staff & Leadership
Pastor Mark D. Gilbert, ext. 4
pastor@umchurchofthepines.org
Church Administrator:
Merry Jorgensen, ext. 2
office@umchurchofthepines.org
Director of Rocking Horse
Childcare Center:
Mary Kollath, ext. 5
rockinghorse@umchurchofthepines.org

Custodian:
Rudy Vlosak
(715) 892-2949
Choir Director:
Lisa Hernandez
lisa.hernandez@ldfschool.org
Lay Leader:
Gretchen Voigt
gretchen.voigt@gmail.com

Please keep the following people
in your thoughts and prayers...
Donna Liebenstein
Temba Nkomozepi, missionary
To have your name included on this Prayer List, in the
bulletin Prayer List, or on our Prayer Chain, please call the
church office at 715-356-3041 or send an email to
office@umchurchofthepines.org.
Children’s church is held during each Sunday worship
service after “Time for
Children” through the end of
the service for infants
through second graders…
offering songs, prayer, Bible
stories, crafts, and play!

Staff-Parish Relations
Committee Chair:
Eric Kroening
ekroening00@hotmail.com
Ministry Council Co-Chair:
Ted Voigt, ted.voigt@gmail.com
Bob Nash, rj52n@yahoo.com
Trustees Co-Chair:
Jerry Weber
jerryweber727@outlook.com
Val Susor
valaries@parkcitycu.org
Finance Chair:
Bob Schuld, bob.pat1@frontier.com
Treasurer:
Cherie’ Hein, cheriehein@mac.com
Stephen Ministry Leader:
Holly Nash, nashholly@yahoo.com

The church office will be closed on
Labor Day
Monday, September 2, 2019
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Birthdays, Anniversaries, Community Table & Odd Couples

September 5
September 8
September 10
September 17
September 20
September 25
September 25
September 26
September 26
September 28

Helen Wentz
Sandi Rexroade
Richard Burnes
Bob Binette
Dick Wechter
Jacob Kroening
Carolyn Smith
Char Binette
Carolyn Hendry
Carson Fieck

Friday, September 20th
5:00 p.m.
Norwood Pines
Dessert following at Church
of the Pines - Ministry Center
Your hosts for the evening are
Bonnie Duffee & Bev Melms.
Fall is coming and it’s time for Odd
Couples! Join in for good food, good
friends, good conversation and
delicious desserts.
Contact Mary McCadden at
715-277-5030 for more information.

September 4
September 7
September 17
September 20

Karen & Joe Augitto
Nancy & Jim Kranpitz
Pat & Dick Bechtel
Heather & Bryce Berklund

If you are celebrating your birthday or anniversary in
September and your name is not listed, please contact
the church office so we can update our records.
BLESSINGS TO YOU ON
YOUR SPECIAL DAY!

The Community Table at St. Matthias Church offers a free meal to everyone in our community on
the third Tuesday of each month in cooperation
with area churches and organizations. It is a wonderful time to bring the entire community together
for food and fellowship. Church of the Pines will
host the Community Table on Tuesday, September 17th at 5:00 p.m. Your help is needed!
There is a signup sheet in the Ministry Center to
help with food donations, serving, and cleanup.
Sign up to participate in this important community
outreach, and please join us for food and fellowship on September 17th.
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Fall Festival

Page 6

Stephen Ministry & Keenagers
Thorns Among the Roses
It seems easy to thank God for the good things in life – health,
family, friends, love, a sense of God’s presence…
How about the thorns among the roses? Do I thank God for
those, too?
Abraham Lincoln said, “'We can complain because rose bushes
have thorns, or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses.”

Do I thank Him for those times
in my life when I struggled, and
through the struggle came to
more deeply know Him and myself, as well as better understand
and empathize with others?
Do I thank Him for the times and
people that sometimes try my
patience, knowing that they will
help me grow?
Do I thank Him for my doubts,
which in the end will strengthen
my faith as I work through them
and search for the answers?
Do I thank Him for the thorns He
endured for me?
If you are having difficulties getting through the thorns in your life and would like a nonjudgmental, listening and caring ear, a Stephen Minister can help. For more information
contact our Stephen Leader, Holly Nash, 715-356-6861.

Keenagers
Wednesday, September 18
12:00 p.m. at Molly’s Café
Keenagers will meet for lunch. All are welcome to attend.
Contact Patty Frandy at 715-356-2172 for more infor-
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Lay Leader & Liturgists Needed
Prayer.

To me it is such a mysterious but powerful part
of our faith. Our church has had a prayer chain for as long
as I can remember and many, many people have been
prayed for over the years. Prayer is also a big part of our
Sunday service. Jesus taught us to pray the Lord’s prayer,
but we are also encouraged to pray to God in our own
way.
I would like to share a version of the Lord’s prayer that came out of New Zealand:
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope
and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and
for ever.
Amen
I would love to hear from you how prayer has affected your life or if you might have a
specific prayer that has touched you in any way.
Gretchen Voigt, Lay Leader
Would you be interested in reading the Scripture at the Sunday
morning worship service at 10:00 am?
If so, please contact Jeanne Heck for more information:
Call 715-356-4393 or email her at jeanneheck@gmail.com.

Page 8

LOGOS

LOGOS is a Wednesday ministry open to all children, ages 4 through 8th
grade. Every Wednesday from 3:50 p.m. until 6:15 p.m., the young people
participate in four parts offering a “whole child” approach to Christian
nurture: Bible Study, Recreation, Family Time (dinner with the church
“family”) and Worship Arts. Little LOGOS is for Pre-K and Kindergarten
children. LOGOS is for 1st through 8th graders. LOGOS will begin on
October 2nd and ends with a family celebration on April 29th. Cost for the
program is $25.00 per child. Registration forms can be obtained from the
church office or can be printed from our church website:
www.umchurchofthepines.org
Return completed registration form, along with payment for registration
to the church office. Checks can be made out to Church of the Pines.

Volunteers are needed!
Would you be willing to become a part of this
amazing LOGOS ministry and serve as a volunteer class leader, Bible Study teacher, a table
parent, or become a part of a kitchen crew?
To learn more about these and other volunteer opportunities, contact Sue Altschwager.
Call or text Sue at 715-892-7458 or email her at sue@whitebirchvillage.com.
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Missions & Ministry Council
The Gablers
Dan and Rachel Gabler have come out of retirement and have returned to Africa to volunteer
with Mercy Air. Mercy Air is a Christian operation that provides spiritual and physical relief in
collaboration with like-minded organizations. Their mission is to reach remote communities
that are best accessed by aircraft.

UMCOR Wisconsin Disaster Response
This mission takes on greater importance with all of the severe weather that has occurred.
We all know that disasters happen, always without our permission and never on any schedule. Disasters have become a part of our lives – they happen in our communities, in our
state, in our country, and throughout the world. What we as United Methodists can do is be
prepared for disasters and be ready to respond as soon as possible after disaster strikes.
The Disaster Response Team (DRT) of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist
Church steps quickly into a position to help soon after disaster strikes--just as soon as an area is safe, sanitary and secure. The DRT engages in early response, spiritual and emotional
care, as well as long-term recovery efforts, long after immediate agencies have left the scene
(many times our team takes more than a year to complete their mission). The Wisconsin
Conference DRT calls you to help in any way you can through volunteering and financial support.

Ministry Council
Ministry Council met on August 20, 2019, with the following people in attendance: Sue
Claflin, Tom Frandy, Pastor Mark Gilbert, Merry Jorgensen, Eric Kroening, Sue Loeffler, Perry
Schuette, Bob Schuld, Ted Voigt, Jerry Weber, and June Westphal. Following an opening
prayer, the Council identified UMCOP accomplishments throughout the past month: Paul
Todd & Son Concert; a new door in the supply room in Rocking Horse Child Care Center; new
interior signage; memorial service for Rev. Chomingwen Pond; Congregational presentations
by the Informational Team; Vacation Bible School; and new church member, Barb Prindle.
The Church Photo Directory will move forward this fall. An online photo directory program
will be used for the production of our new directory. Plans are underway for our First Annual
Church of the Pines and Rocking Horse Child Care Center Fall Festival to be held on September 18th from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. and will include supper, a Ministry Fair, Silent Auction, lots of
games, and a program by the children enrolled in the Rocking Horse and LOGOS. Our current
Stephen Ministers will be looking to identify at least six additional people to become trained
Stephen Ministers. The date of the Madrigal Dinner has been changed from December 14th
to December 13th, 2019. The Ministry Council will hold its Fall Leadership Retreat on October
12th, with the location to be determined. Rev. Tsuker Yang will preside over our 2019 Charge
Conference, which will be held in October or November.
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Jesus Apprentice, AmazonSmile, Lakeland Food Pantry

Jesus Apprentice
During the month of September, we will start an apprenticeship with Jesus, learning to not just follow Jesus, but
to do what he did. This will be a worship and study opportunity for us. Sermon series begins September 8th,
2019 and Bible study begins Tuesday, September 3, 2019
at 10:00 a.m.

Do you know… Church of
the Pines partners with

Lakeland Food Pantry
to provide volunteer
assistance?

A easy way to raise funds
for Church of the Pines

Church of the Pines has partnered with the Lakeland
Food Pantry for about 20 years in providing volunteer
help at the Pantry! If you are looking for a way to
We encourage our church
“make a difference” for others in our community who
members and friends to shop
are in need, please consider joining our church team.
“locally” and support our
Our church is responsible for coordinating volunteers
northwoods’ community…
for Tuesday, September 24th from 8 am until 11:30 am.
BUT, when you need to shop
We will also coordinate volunteers for November 26th.
“online”, you can shop in a way
Other Food Pantry team members for our church include: Helen Gray, Mary & John McCadden, Jean But- where a portion of the purchase
ler, Joyce Frankfother, Marilyn & Bill Remien, Pat & price you pay will be donated to
Church of the Pines.
Bob Schuld and Holly Nash. We appreciate their comAmazonSmile is a simple and
mitment to this special volunteer church mission. No
training is necessary….just show up at the food pantry,
automatic way for you to
located at 1707 US Highway 51 N in Woodruff and you
support UMCOP every time you
will be assigned to help distribute food and clothing or
shop online, at no cost to you.
assist with carry outs, etc. The Food Pantry provides Amazon will donate a portion of
canned goods, fresh vegetables & fruits, frozen meats, the purchase price to our church!
eggs, milk, yogurt, etc.; toiletries, clothing, books, magazines, puzzles and much more, serving 100+ family units
We are now registered with
each week. The Food Pantry is open every Tuesday and
AMAZON SMILE to be able to
every other Thursday, so there are additional opportunireceive donations.
ties to volunteer. If you can’t volunteer, please bring
Go to the following website:
nonperishable items to Church of the Pines and place
them in a special bin located in the Pine Room. Call https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39 6097978
Marilyn Remien to learn more about this volunteer opportunity at 715-356-9489.
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United Methodist Women
Celebrating 150 years of UMW . . . In 1869, Mrs. William Butler and
Mrs. Edwin Parker, wives of missionaries to India, spoke to a group of
eight women in Boston, telling them of the desperate spiritual and physical needs of women in India. Those eight women called another
meeting of women and wrote a constitution for the Methodist Woman’s
Foreign Missionary Society (WFMS). Ladies’ Aid Societies, which had existed for many years, were incorporated into the missionary societies in the 1940s. In our church
and in many others, we had the WSCS (Women’s Society for Christian Service) until 1973 when
United Methodist Women became the women’s mission organization of the United Methodist
Church.
1869: 8 WOMEN
TODAY: 800,000 MEMBERS

September UMW Circles
Dawn Circle . . . will meet on Wednesday, September 11 at 9:30 am in the Ministry Center.
Deborah Circle . . . will meet at 6 pm for potluck on Tuesday, September 3 at the home of Venus
Hilgart, 8956 Madeline Lk. Rd., Woodruff. Families are invited. Please bring a dish to pass. Venus
will provide the main dish.
Esther Circle . . . meets at 12 noon on Wednesday, September 4 in the Pine Room. Sally Smith
is hosting. Bring a sandwich!
Lydia Circle . . . meets on Thursday, September 12 at 9:30 am in the Ministry Center. Sue Claflin
is hostess.
Martha Circle . . . will not meet in September.
Ruth Circle . . . meets Wednesday, September 11 at 1 pm in the Pine Room. Debbie Kilps hosts.
UMW General Meeting . . . will be held at noon on Wednesday, September 25 in the Ministry Center. Ruth Circle is hosting the luncheon. Please RSVP to Sue Shapiro at 414-416-5102 or
terapn@yahoo.com. Watch the bulletin for information on the program.
Reading Challenge . . . Get ready to start reading for the Reading Challenge! For guidelines,
see the information posted on the UMW bulletin board in the Pine Room.

North Central Annual Gathering will be held Saturday, September 14 at Wausau Wesley.
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Finance
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Sunday
1
8:30a Worship/
Communion
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
9:30a Coffee Fellowship
10:00a Worship/
Communion/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

Monday
2
Church office
is closed

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3
6:30p Deborah
Circle

4
12:00p Esther Circle

5

Friday
6

Saturday
7

8
Grandparents’
Day

9
6:00p Trustees

10
10:00a Worship
at Milestone

11
9:30a Dawn Circle
1:00p Ruth Circle

12
13
9:30a Lydia Circle
10:00a Lay Leader Meeting

14

15
10:00a Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

16

17
8:00a Leadership
Committee
10:00a Book
Study
5:00p Community
Table
7:00p Ministry
Council

18
12:00p Keenagers
4:00p Fall Festival

19

20
5:00p Odd Couples

21

22

23
7:00p SPRC

24
8a Food
Pantry
10:00a Book
Study
10:00a Between
Friends

25
12:00p UWM
General Meeting

26
8:00a Men’s
Breakfast

27

28

29

30

10:00a Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

10:00a Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

10:00a Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship

Have something for Pine Chips 2.0? Email the church at office@umchurchofthepines.org.
To appear in the October Pine Chips, email information no later than September 15th .
Announcements for bulletins & weekly updates are due Monday for the following weekend.
Call the Church Office at 715-356-3041 with questions.

Praying for teachers as you
prepare to teach a new
group of students!
May God bless you in all that you
do this school year!

Contact Us
UM Church of the Pines
415 Chippewa Street
PO Box 144
Minocqua, WI 54548
Office Phone: 715-356-3041

Visit us on the web at
www.umchurchofthepines.org

PO Box 144
415 Chippewa Street
Minocqua, WI 54548
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