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United Methodist
Of Church of the Pines
Live Christ’s Love

NOW!
Inside this issue:

At Church of the
Pines, we offer
everyone an
opportunity to
come to know the
Lord Jesus Christ
and to grow in a
committed
relationship with
God.
We are Living
Christ’s Love
NOW through
Nurture,
Outreach, and
Worship.

Easter Sunrise Service
7:30 a.m. - Torpy Park
Easter Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.
Livestreamed on Facebook

Did you get Pine Chips 2.0 in your email?
Not only is the monthly Pine Chips 2.0 sent to our church community via
email, but we also have weekly announcements and events
emailed and posted online!
Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email
office@umchurchofthepines.org
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Pastor’s Pen
A year ago, I wrote about the scripture about Mary Magdalene going to
Jesus' tomb 'while it was still dark.' That powerful phrase reminded us
that God is working even when things are too dark for us to see clearly,
and that good news is on the way even while it is still dark. This Easter, we
celebrate both Jesus' Resurrection and the beginning of the end of the
pandemic. Just as the light of the new day fills us with hope, we are looking forward to things becoming normal. However, not everything will
be the same when the pandemic is over; too much has changed.
I believe that Mary Magdalene and the other disciples wanted things to go
back to 'normal' after Jesus appeared to them alive. Everything changed
that first Easter. Jesus was alive again, but different. The disciples were
not the same. They saw and understood things differently. Jesus also changed his ministry
with them; they were no longer learning and helping; Jesus sent them out to change the
world. He was telling them to be His witness in Jerusalem and to the whole world.
Just like the first Easter, everything has changed for us this Easter. We have been changed by
the transformational power of God's grace and love in Christ and through the Holy Spirit. The
darkness of this pandemic has changed us. We have learned how to be the church differently,
in meaningful ways. While much has changed, one thing that has not changed is Jesus is still
sending us out to be his witness to transform the world into the Kingdom of God.
The United Methodist Church's mission statement is "Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world." This purpose comes from the words that Jesus spoke to his disciples in the Gospels. It shapes the mission and purpose of our church and our lives. I think
through all that has changed, we need to look at our mission a little differently.
We need to flip it to Transforming the world for Jesus and making new disciples of Christ.
We need to work to transform the world first while we are making disciples. It’s time for a
change, to approach our life and work as followers of Jesus in a new way. After the first Easter, the disciples started doing things differently, and the things they did made a real difference in the lives of the people around them. You and I are here because of them.
We have learned that we can still be the church during the pandemic even when we couldn't
do church how we always had. We can transform the world by making a real difference in our
community right now, just like the disciples did in Jerusalem, and just like them when we
work as agents of transformation for Christ in the world around us.
I believe that God is calling and preparing us to transform the world around us right here and
right now. We must be willing to let God show us the way. I am inviting you to learn about
the three areas that could affect real change as a congregation: poverty, medical debt, and
racial relations. On Sunday, April 25, 2021, I will host a gathering and Zoom event at 3:00 pm.
We will learn more about the three areas and what action we can take in each. Through this
time, we will see where God leads us to transform the world and make disciples of Jesus
Christ.
Blessings
Pastor Mark
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Leadership, Prayer Requests, Easter Sunrise Service
Church Staff & Leadership
Pastor Mark D. Gilbert, ext. 4
pastor@umchurchofthepines.org

Please pray for...
Clayton Crum and his son
Sue Nienow

Church Administrator:
Merry Jorgensen, ext. 2
office@umchurchofthepines.org

Helen Robinson

Custodian:
Rudy Vlosak
(715) 892-2949

Dick Wechter

Choir Director:
Lisa Hernandez
lisa.hernandez@ldfschool.org

Patty Stone

To have your name or the name of a loved one included on this
Prayer List, in the bulletin Prayer List, or on our
Prayer Chain, please call the church office at
715-356-3041 or send an email to office@umchurchofthepines.org.

Lay Leader:
Emerson Coy
emersoncoy@frontier.com
Staff-Parish Relations
Committee Chair:
Holly Nash
nashholly@yahoo.com
Ministry Council Chair:
Jim Anderson, ander045@umn.edu
Trustees Chair:
Jerry Weber
jerryweber727@outlook.com
Finance Chair:
Bob Schuld, bob.pat1@frontier.com
Treasurer:
Cherie’ Hein, cheriehein@mac.com
Stephen Ministry Leader:
Holly Nash, nashholly@yahoo.com

An Easter Sunrise Service will be held at Torpy Park
(weather permitting), April 4th, at 7:30 a.m. The service will be in the traditional Sunrise service format and
all are invited to attend. Masks and social distancing will
be required. There will also be an Easter Sunday Worship service livestreamed on our Facebook page at
10:00 a.m.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries, Easter Schedule
If you are celebrating
your birthday in April
and your name is not
listed below, please
contact the church office
so that we can update
our records.

Happy birthday to...

Maundy Thursday
April 1

Drive up Communion
8-9 am, 12-1 pm, and 5-6 pm
Reflection - 7:00 pm - Facebook Live

Good Friday

April 2
Worship - 12:00 pm. - Facebook Live

Easter Sunrise Service

April 4
Worship - 7:30 am - Held at Torpy
Park

Easter Sunday

April 4
Worship - 10:00 am - Facebook Live

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

2
3
3
3
6
7
9
9
9
11
12
16
19
24
26
30
30

Heather Berklund
Mary Fasse
Eve Luy
Fred Prindle
Thomas Caroselli
Cody Gilbert
Nicole Bruette
Kristen Reed
Denise Wipperfurth
Nancy Kranpitz
Bryce Berklund
Jean Butler
Bryn Lottig
Karen Augitto
Bill Remien
Pat Nolet
Bill Simic

Happy anniversary to...
April 11

Mary & John McCadden

Blessings to you on your special day!

The Church building remains closed.
Consider making a gift that
keeps on giving by contributing
to our Church of the Pines Endowment Fund. Contact the
church office for information at
715-356-3041.

If you are in need of assistance, please call
715-356-3041 or send an email to
office@umchurchofthepines.org and your
call will be returned or you will
receive an email response.
THANKS!
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Livestream Services, Altar Flowers
To watch worship services live, go to
https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/
If you have a prayer request, please email it in advance to
office@umchurchofthepines.org or write the request as a
comment at the beginning of the service.
If you do not have access to Facebook, you can watch the
worship service LIVE by going to the following site. To see
the worship service live, you will need to go to this site just
prior to the time of the service.
https://united-methodist-church-of-thepines.freeonlinechurch.com/live
Following each worship service, a video of the service is placed on our church website, which
can be viewed at any time. The link to our church website is:
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/
On the homepage, look for "Worship" at the top of the page and click on “worship service
videos” in the drop-down box and you will be taken to a listing of all of the archived services
for Sunday worship services and Wednesday prayer services.
Worship Services will continue to be livestreamed on our church Facebook page, and also via a
special Livestream link. Videos are also placed on our church website. Contact Merry if you would
like worship service DVDs mailed to you. When you watch worship services, be sure to record your
attendance on the “check-in” link or type your name and the name(s) of anyone else watching with
you in the comment section on Facebook or on our church website.

Information about Holy Week and Easter worship service and activities
can be found on page 9 of this newsletter.
You can provide flowers for the Altar on Sunday
morning and dedicate them in honor of a person or
special life event, or in memory of a loved one. To
reserve one or more Sundays in 2021, please call the
church office at 715-356-3041 or you can send an
email to office@churchofthepines.org. Include the
date, name(s) of the person(s) and indicate if the
flowers are given in honor or in memory of the person, and any additional formation that you like to
have shared in the Weekly Update and announced
during the Sunday worship service. You can arrange
to provide the flowers yourself and bring them to the church, or request that we order
the flowers for you. Please contact the church office to discuss how to make these arrangements. If you leave a voice message on the church office phone or send an email,
please make sure to leave your phone number for a follow-up call.
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Lay Leader

Words to Live By
Lay Leader Emerson Coy
“The power to live a beautiful life”
Another Winter has ended. Even though this wasn’t a harsh
Winter in the Northwoods, other parts of the country had
some hard times. We yearn for the Spring weather and the
ability to move around more freely. When March 21st rolled around, it was like a breath of
fresh air. We anticipate celebrating the newness of Spring and the excitement of Easter. It is
refreshing to know the grass will soon be green. Knowing that Spring is here seems to
cleanse our souls. I like to notice the signs of Spring. Buds begin to align the branches of the
aspen. The sounds of birds chirping in the morning announce their return from the south.
Bulbs close to the house start breaking the earth to bring forth a refreshing fragrance. Most
of the snow is off our deck, so I went and retrieved the deck furniture, hoping that I didn’t
jump the gun.
As there are signs for the change of seasons, we have symbols that have meaning for us. The
Golden Arches along the highway symbolizes fast food and maybe a quick turn into the restaurant. A highway stop sign indicates traffic may be coming, and we better obey. A wedding
ring symbolizes unending love and promise. The definition of a symbol is “something that
points to or participates in something greater than itself.” In the history of the Christian
Church and the feelings of love and feelings, symbols began to immerge. From the sign of the
fish, the descending dove, fire, various forms of Latin and Greek crosses, Christianity has produced over 260 different symbols. One just has to look around in the U.M. Church of the
Pines sanctuary, and you are surrounded by symbols on the stained-glass windows. Each one
has a story and meaning. We even have a booklet about them and a CD. Most cultures have
symbols that are important as well. At a Native American powwow, dancers circle around the
drum in the direction the eagles usually fly. With Woodland Indians, the dances themselves
interpret different animals and symbolize a oneness with nature and creation. Seeing a medicine wheel with the four colors has special meaning. If we know the meaning behind symbols, they mean so much more.
As we have traveled through the darkness of Winter, have sought a closer relationship with
God during the season of Lent, we can’t forget that our lives are symbolic, too. Our life and
how we live it become a symbol to someone else that hopefully points to greater virtues like
friendship, honesty, caring, leadership, and devotion. Most of us will never know the experiences that come to the rich and famous. Not many of us will qualify for the rank of “genius”
in our business or profession. Few of us will become superior athletes, musicians, or artists.
However, we all have the power to live a beautiful life that has a positive influence on those
around us and leave a good memory when we are gone. Isn’t that what matters most in life?
It’s not the public height in which we rise, but the fragrance which we communicate and
leave behind. A shooting star symbolizes excitement and gets a lot of attention, but a beautiful rose has a longer-lasting influence. Because God loves you, you have the power to live a
beautiful life, so live it to your fullest. Take care.
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Stephen Ministry, Easter Flowers, Congregational Care Visits

Stephen Ministry
Full or Empty?
Easter. He is risen! He is risen, indeed!

A glass partially filled with water can be thought of as
“half full” or “half empty” depending on your point of
view. Have you ever thought of Easter that way?
On Easter we are full of joy. We think of the fullness of the life we receive because of the resurrection. Christ came that we may have life and
have it abundantly. That was realized in the resurrection. In Christ, we
are a new creation, filled with the Holy Spirit.
On Easter, we can also think of the empty tomb. We realize the power of our awesome
God, that Jesus can be raised from the dead. Who else but our God can do that? The
empty tomb changes everything – each of our lives and the whole world. Nothing will ever be the same. The empty tomb takes away our emptiness.
If you are feeling empty, talking to a Stephen Minister can help. The Christian care you
will receive is confidential and nonjudgmental. For more information, contact our Stephen
Leader, Holly Nash, at 715-356-6861.
During this Easter season, whether you think of Easter as empty or full, may you be aware
of the living Christ at work in you and in the world!
Please consider making a contribution to our flower
fund for Easter plants for the Altar on Easter Sunday.
Checks can be made out to Church of the Pines and
mailed to P.O. Box 144, Minocqua, WI 54548. Please
write “Easter Altar Flowers” on the check memo line.
Thank you.

Congregation Care Ministry - VISITATION
Many of us look forward to, once again, attending worship
services and activities in our beautiful church building. But, for some of
our members, leaving their home to come to church is something
they are unable to do. If you are interested in learning about becoming part of our Congregational Care Visitation Ministry, please send
Merry an email at office@umchurchofthepines.org or give her a call
at 715-356-3041.
This ministry will begin once our church re-opens.
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COVID-19 Status Report, COVID-19 Vaccine Information
CHURCH OF THE PINES
COVID-19 Status Report
Wisconsin
Council of
Churches
Targets

.

Date

Oneida County

(data available 2nd week
of the month)

Safer

Wisconsin

Safest
A

D

Feb

16.7

15.3

March

16.3

10.0

Viral Transmission Rate
(Cases per 100,000)

5-10

<10

<1

B

E

Feb

7.6

3.3

March

6.3

2.2

Positive Tests (%)

Vaccination Rate (%)

50-70

<5

70-85

First
Dose

Feb
March

23.6

Second
Dose C
<5
12.2

First
Dose

Second
Dose F
<5

19.1

10.8

Go to the following websites to pre-register for
Covid-19 vaccine appointments:

Oneida County Health Department
https://hipaa.jotform.com/210184449588061

Marshfield Clinic
https://www.marshfieldclinic.org/specialties/infectious-diseases/covid-19-vaccine/

Vilas County Health Department
https://www.vilascountywi.gov/departments/services/public_health_department/covid-19_.php

Walgreen’s Pharmacy Vaccine Information
https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/vaccination/covid-19?ban=covid_vaccine_landing_schedule
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Holy Week

Holy Week begins with a livestreamed worship service
at 10:00 a.m. on the church’s Facebook page. Refer to
page 5 of this newsletter for information about how to
watch the livestreamed worship service, watch a video
on our website, or call a special number to listen to the
worship service sermons.
Drive up communion will be available on
Thursday, April 1st, from 8:00 - 9:00 a.m.,
12:00 - 1:00 p.m., and 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. outside the church on Chicago Street and Highway 51 for people to pull into a parking spot.
A Holy Thursday Reflection will be on Facebook Live at 7:00 p.m.

There will be a livestreamed worship service on Facebook on Good Friday at 12:00 p.m.

The day between Christ’s crucifixion and His resurrection would have been a time of grief and
shock as the stunned disciples tried to understand the murder of Jesus, the betrayal of Judas,
and the dashing of their hopes.
An Easter Sunrise Service will be held at Torpy Park
(weather permitting) at 7:30 a.m. The service will be
in the traditional Sunrise service format and all are
invited to attend. Masks and social distancing will be
required.
Easter Sunday Worship Service will be
livestreamed on the church’s Facebook page at
10:00 a.m.
“Christ is risen!”
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Mission Highlights
MISSION HIGHLIGHTS
UMCOR US Disaster Response
When disaster happens, it is local churches that provide the first response to their communities. This basic understanding what disaster response is local that forms the foundation for
UMCOR’s US disaster training and response.
When responding to a disaster in the United State, UMCOR works with the conference disaster
response ministries to provide the following:

Financial Assistance. Emergency grants may be sent when a bishop of the affected
conference contacts UMCOR.
Expertise. UMOR’s disaster response experience and knowledge are made available to those
in need.

Networking. Connections with NGOs, volunteers, experts, local government and other
organizations can help recover from disaster.
umcmission.org

Northcott Neighborhood House
Northcott Neighborhood House is a multipurpose community center created by the United
Methodist Church in 1962.
Education, employment opportunities, and basic necessities to youth, families, and senior citizens are provided in the Milwaukee area.
The goal is to lift the spirit of the whole community through its mission:
To empower families to meet their survival needs and provide good parenting to their
children;

To provide a safe place for youth as well as recreational and skill-building activities after
school, on Saturdays, and in the summer.
To provide the neighborhood with space, activities, and the opportunity to engage in com
munity-building and crime prevention.

northcotthouse.org

April 21, 2021
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Community Connections
Community Connections is a publication of Church of the Pines
for anyone who would like to have an uplifting and thoughtprovoking weekly devotion, daily scripture readings, and activities to challenge your mind or to do just for fun. If you would
like to subscribe to this publication or if you know of someone
who would enjoy receiving this, please let them know that
Community Connections is available and that they can contact
the church office to subscribe.
Call 715-356-3041 or send an email to
office@umchurchofthepines.org

Native American Ministries Sunday
April 26, 2021
For information and to make an online
contribution, go to
www.umchurchofthepines.org and click
on the GIVE button and designate your
gift to Native American Ministries.
To learn more, watch a video at
https://youtu.be/FAFuJMJCe3M

Online Giving - Go to
www.umchurchofthepines.org
and click on the GIVE button,
which guides you through
making a one-time or recurring
gift from a bank account
or credit card.
Text Giving - Use your cell phone to text the word “give” to 833-358-0472
and follow the prompts.
ACH Giving - Arrangements can be made to have automatic payments made from your
checking or savings account by completing an Automatic Clearing House form that can be
printed from our website or the form can be mailed to you. Checks can be made out to
Church of the Pines and mailed to P.O. Box 144, Minocqua, WI 54548.
Gifts of any amount are appreciated!
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United Methodist Women

United Methodist Women
Use your Thank Offering box . . . Send a letter or an email to someone you think needs
a prayer, then put a quarter in your Thank Offering box.

Circle News:
Deborah Circle . . . is collecting items for the Harbor House “Needs List” and will be delivering them to Superior in late May or early June.
mission u—is coming up May through July. This year it will all be done on Zoom, with
different subject areas on different dates and all sessions held during the evening. It’s a
no-travel way to do things, plus you are not in class all day! Here are the areas of study:
1. Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in School - May 18 & 20, May 25 &
27 - Deadline for registration is May 4. Study Leaders: Rev. Jonah Overton and
Rev. Afi Dobbins-Mays
2. Finding Peace in an Anxious World: July 6 & 8, July 13 & 15 - Deadline for
registration is June 22. Study Leader: Rev. Barb Certa-Werner
3. Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the Church’s Moral Witness though
Radical Discipleship - July 27 & 29, August 3 & 5 - Deadline for registration is July
13. Study Leader: Rev. Rob Odum
4. Youth Study (Grades 6 - 12): Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence—
June 15 & 17, June 22 & 24 - Deadline for Registration is June 1. Study Leader: Dr.
Deb Pattee
If you are interested in participating in one of these studies, please contact Sara Kozeluh
(dskozeluh@gmail.com) or Patty Frandy (pattyandtom@frontier.com) for registration
forms.
Mission Trip . . . If you are interested in going on the UMW mission trip to the Midwest
Mission Distribution Center in Springfield, IL, please contact Sue Loeffler at
susanellenLoeffler@gmail.com or 815-546-5033.
The trip is planned for November 9-14.
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Ministry Council, Operation: Compassion
Ministry Council Meeting Summary
The Ministry Council met on March 16th, at 7:00 p.m. with the following members in attendance: Chris Anderson, Jim Anderson, Jodi Capacio, Sue Claflin, Donna Clark, Pastor Mark Gilbert, Merry Jorgensen, Rich Klatt, Dave Kozeluh, Sue Loeffler, Noah Lottig, Holly Nash, Perry
Schuette, Bob Schuld, and Jerry Weber. Emerson Coy, Tom Frandy, and Ted Voigt were absent.
Council members took time to share Church of the Pines’ accomplishments from this past
month: Things that have been happening throughout the pandemic have been impressive, such
as the drive-up Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday and the Meal Ministry; a Lenten Bible
Study that is currently being held; and appreciation for our Congregational Care Ministry volunteers who have reached out to others by sending notes and cards of encouragement.
A timeline was presented to the Ministry Council that outlines the process and procedures for
Council members to follow in submitting their committee reports. After a short discussion, all
agreed to follow this timeline for future Council meetings.

There was a conversation about how best to address future budget income concerns. Pastor
Mark shared that three questions need to be answered: 1. What are the things we need to let
go of? 2. What do we need to embrace? 3. What do we absolutely have to hold on to? In order
to clearly define our desired end result, an adhoc group of Council members volunteered to
meet with Bob Schuld to explore options that will be brought back to the Ministry Council.
Members volunteering to serve on this adhoc committee include: Dave Kozeluh, Noah Lottig,
Jerry Weber, Pastor Mark Gilbert, and Bob Schuld.
There was considerable discussion regarding the re-opening of the church for in-person worship services and activities. Positive progress is seen in the reduced number of virus infections,
the number of hospitalizations, and the increased number of people receiving vaccines. The
Infection Control Team has been asked to meet to review our church’s re-opening guidelines
and procedures, update as necessary, and submit a revised document, along with recommendations on when in-person activities can resume and the plan for doing this. If necessary, a special Ministry Council meeting will be called to review this and take action.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, April 20, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Operation: Compassion - Caring for our Congregation
As we transition into the re-opening of our church building, our
Operation: Compassion Ministry continues as a way to let others
know that our congregation cares for one another by sending cards
to those who are homebound, ill, going through challenging times,
and who are celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, and other life
events. If you are willing to mail cards to others and would like to be
part of this ministry, please contact Merry at 715-356-3041 or email
her at office@umchurchofthepines.org.
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Finance Report
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF THE PINES
FINANCE REPORT AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2021
February

Year

Incr (Decr) Versus

Actual

Actual

Year Budget

25,143

71,390

10,878

Reserve Fund

1,621

6,022

3,714

Total Income

26,764

77,412

14,592

Pastor **

7,847

15,854

( 956)

Worship

715

715

Nurture

50

50

Outreach

1,117

1,117

117

Finance & Administration

5,773

11,653

1,249

Facilities Operation & Maintenance

3,130

4,090

( 717)

Income
Operating *

Expenditures

Capital Improvements Fund

23
(

67)

315

0

( 200)

0

0

0

Youth Fund
Missions Fund ***

525

525

( 396)

Reserve Fund

236

408

(

Conference Apportionment ****
Total Expenditures
Net Cash Excess (Deficiency)

0

0

19,708

34,412

7,056

43,000

Total Available Funds 2-28-21

48)
0

( 995)
15,587

3 14,152

*

Prepaid Pledges of 32,399 were included in January

**

Includes Salary, Benefits, Expenses

*** Includes Special Sundays
**** 2021 Assessment is 36,840
Net cash excess (income minus expenditures) for 2 months is 43,000 which is 15,587
better than the approved operating budget.
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Sunday

4
Easter Sunday
7:30a Sunrise
Service at Torpy
Park
10:00a Easter
Worship Service
(Livestream)

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Maundy
Thursday
8:00-9:00a Drive
Up Communion
12:00-1:00p Drive
Up Communion
5:00-6:00p Drive
Up Communion
7:00p Holy Thursday Reflection
(Livestream)

2
Good Friday
12:00p Good
Friday Service
(Livestream)

3
Holy Saturday

6

7
10:00a Livestream
Prayer Service

8

9

10

11
12
10:00a Livestream
Sunday Worship

13

14
10:00a Livestream
Prayer Service

15

16

17

18
19
10:00a Livestream 7:00p SPRC
Sunday Worship
(Zoom)

20
7:00p Ministry
Council (Zoom)

21
10:00a Livestream
Prayer Service

22

23

24

28
10:00a Livestream
Service

29

30

25
10:00a
Livestream
Sunday Worship
3:00p Transform
the World (Zoom)

5
Easter Monday

Tuesday

26

27

Have something for Pine Chips 2.0? Email the church at
office@umchurchofthepines.org.
To appear in the May Pine Chips, email information no later than April 15th
Announcements for weekly updates are due Monday for the following weekend.
Call the Church Office at 715-356-3041 with questions.

https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/

The next time you shop online, remember to
shop at AmazonSmile.com and register so that
a percentage of your purchase is donated to
Church of the Pines.

Contact Us
UM Church of the Pines
415 Chippewa Street
PO Box 144
Minocqua, WI 54548

Office Phone: 715-356-3041

Visit us on the web at
www.umchurchofthepines.org

PO Box 144
415 Chippewa Street
Minocqua, WI 54548

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

