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Did you get Pine Chips in your email?

Not only is the monthly Pine Chips sent to our church community via email, but we also have weekly announc@ments and e
emailed and posted online.

Contact the church at (7153886 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org.
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Past@amrRefl ecti on

~ Let me ask you a question | hope you'll sit with this month: why dre you

) ?
Pastor’s e
ﬁgf&&ﬁm | don't mean that the way it might sound. | mean it as a genuine inyitation t
~—~  member. Somewhere along the way, each of us found our place at the Chur

the Pines. Maybe you were carried here as a child. Maybe a frien@l or neig
s ai d, ACome with me on Sunday. Ma
@ for the season, and found something you didn't expect, a welconje, a wor
grace, a community that felt like it had been saving you a seat. Whatever your story, sdmething
in, and something has kept you here. That something is worth naming, because this Segtember v
ing to spend a season talking together about invitation and the best preparation for inyiting oth
membering why we're glad to be here ourselves.

Inviting is God's nature. From the very beginning, Scripture tells the story of a God whe calls pe
what God is already doing. God invites Abraham and Sarah into a promise. God invitgs Mose:

work of | iberation. Jesus wal ks al omMgandttth e s
the curious who ask where he is staying S|
14, the master's word to his servants i §, A
the psal mist puts It as warmly as it ca be

Notice what none of those invitations carry: pressure, guilt, or desperation. God does ndat recruit;
comes. And in our Methodist tradition we trust that God's grace is already at work in every person
before we ever say a word. That means when we invite someone to worship, to a study, to a Pine
gathering, or simply to walk through our doors, we are not starting something. We are joining st
We are extending an invitation God has already begun.

That takes the burden off our shoulders. We are not salespeople for the church, andjthe futu
Church of the Pines does not rest on our powers of persuasion. We are simply people who have t
seend who have found grace, belonging, and purp@dsedieteng a friend toward the same table
and saying, AThere's room. Come and see.]o

So here is your homework for August, and it's gentle: think about why you are part of thig church.
God given you here that you would never want to have missed? And then begin to noti¢e the pe
has already placed in you lifee neighbor, the grandchild, the friend from the céfeéhshojglt

be waiting for nothing more than a warm word from someone they trust. Come Septemper, we'll
gether how to offer it.

The love of Christ is not a treasure we guard. It is a feast we share. And there is still room at the tz

Grace and peace,

Pastor Mark
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Ne xt

Meet Jesus
EW%

‘}}- Join Us Along the Way This August <&

» Meeting Jesus
’ Around the Table

You Give Them Something to Eat
Matthew 14:13-21

When the disciples see only scarcity, Jesus sees
possibility. Our little becomes much when we
place it in His hands.

Meeting Jesus

in the Storm

Why Did You Doubt?
Matthew 14:22-33

Peter steps out in faith—but fear takes hold.
Jesus is always there, reaching out His hand to save.

Meeting Jesus

Beyond Boundaries

Great Is Your Faith

Matthew 15:21-28

A determined mother’s faith breaks through every barrier,
revealing a Jesus who welcomes all.

Meetln Jesus
Throug Faith

The Question That Changes Everything
Matthew 16:13-20

Jesus asks the central question of the Gospel:

“Who do you say that | am?” Our answer shapes our lives.

Meeting Jesus on the
Road of Discipleship

Losing Your Life to Find It
Matthew 16:21-28

Following Jesus means more than believing—it means
taking up our cross and trusting Him with our lives.

R4 A R
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Next Stop: Worship

Wor ship Wi th Us

Wherever You Ar e, You're Wel come
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A Note About Livestreaming
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CARDS
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