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At Church of the 

Pines, we offer 

everyone an     

opportunity to 

come to know the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

and to grow in a 

committed            

relationship with 

God.                

We are Living 

Christõs Love to 

make and grow 

disciples of Jesus 

Christ to love and 

serve the world 

through                   

community,             

spirituality, and 

generosity. 

February 2026   
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Did you get Pine Chips in your email? 

 Not only is the monthly Pine Chips sent to our church community via email, but we also have weekly announcements and events 
emailed and posted online.  

Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org. 

Living Christõs Love 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ                                        
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ 

Inside this issue: 

Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m.                                                                                   
In-person and Livestreamed                                                  
on Facebook and YouTube                                      
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The Way of Love: Lent at Church of the Pines 

Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday, February 18, and 
we invite you to walk with us through a season of deep reflec-

tion, courageous faith, and resilient hope. At Church of the Pines, this Lenten sea-
son is shaped by the theme ñThe Way of Love: From Ashes to Resurrec-
tion.ò Week by week, weôll follow Jesus through the wilderness, alongside the 
brokenhearted, and into the places where new life is being born and where hope 
grows even in the shadow of the cross. 

Each Sunday in worship, weôll listen to Gospel stories that show us Jesus encoun-
tering real people with real struggles: a woman drawing water alone, a blind man 
seeking to be seen, grieving sisters, a curious Pharisee, and more. These are stories 
of disruption and renewal, of confession and courage; stories that still speak to us 
today. 

Lenten Bible Study: Entering the Passion of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine 

To go deeper this Lent, weôll also gather weekly for a Bible study based on Amy-Jill 
Levineôs compelling and accessible study, Entering the Passion of Jesus: A 
Beginnerôs Guide to Holy Week. In this six-week journey, weôll explore the 
stories of Holy Week with fresh eyes ð looking not just at what Jesus did, but at 
the risks he took for love, justice, mercy, and truth. The study will run on Thurs-
days at noon, starting February 19, 2026, through March 26, 2026.  

Whether youôve studied the Bible for years or are brand new to it, this series is for 
you. Weôll ask good questions, reflect together, and discover how Jesusô passion 
continues to challenge and inspire us today. 

This Lent, we donôt walk alone. We walk with Christ, and with each other, on 
the way of love ð a path that begins in ashes but ends in resurrection. 

You are warmly invited to take this journey with us. 

Pastor Mark  

Welcome & Reflection 

 

This Month at Church of the Pines  
 

This February at Church of the Pines, we continue to gather in worship and 
community as we reflect on what it means to live with compassion, hope, and 
love. From Sunday worship themes that encourage us to let our light shine, to 
time together in groups like Keenagers, Between Friends, and Menôs Breakfast, 
there are many opportunities to connect and be encouraged. As we look ahead 
toward Lent, we also invite you to take part in meaningful moments of prayer, 
learning, and service in the weeks to come. Whether youôre with us in person or 
joining online, weôre grateful youôre hereðand thereôs a place for you at Church 
of the Pines.  
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Worship & Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

You are always welcome to worship with us at Church of the Pines.           
During February, we gather in worship to be renewed in faith and guided 

by Christôs love as we prepare our hearts for the season of Lent.  

We look forward to worshiping with you.  

 

 

 

 

February 1, 2026                                              
Kingdom Values, Radical Blessing 

Gospel Reading: Luke 6:17ï26 and     
Micah 6:1ï8 
Purpose: Lukeôs version of the Beatitudes 
challenges the worldôs assumptions about 
who is truly blessed. Jesus turns power 
structures upside down, lifting the poor, 
the hungry, and the grieving. This Sunday 
invites us to reflect on how the church can 
embody these upside-down values and be 
a sanctuary for the overlooked. 

February 8, 2026                                              
Let Your Light Shine 

Gospel Reading: Isaiah 58:1ï12 and 
Luke 8:16ï18  
Purpose: Jesus reminds us that faith is 
not a private possession ð itôs meant to be 
visible, active, and impactful. As a church 
and as individuals, we are called to illumi-
nate darkness and flavor the world with 
love. This Sunday, we reflect on how we 
can live lives of visible faith through jus-
tice, kindness, and mercy. 

February 15, 2026                                               
A Glimpse of Glory 

Gospel Reading: Luke 9:28ï36 and       
2 Peter 1:16ï21 
Purpose: On the mountaintop, the disci-
ples witness Jesus in radiant glory ð a vi-

sion that prepares them for the valley 
ahead. As we conclude the Epiphany sea-
son, we reflect on the moments that reveal 
Godôs majesty and prepare us for the jour-
ney of Lent. Where have we seen Christôs 
light, and how can that vision sustain us? 

Lent is a meaningful season in the life of 
the churchða time to pause, reflect, and 
prepare our hearts for the hope of Easter. 
As we journey through worship together, 
we remember that God meets us with 
grace, invites us to begin again, and leads 
us toward new life in Christ. You are 
warmly invited to join us for these special 
services in person or online.  

 

=k~° Ǧ .^­°k¬                        
W¡¬­rs© Ngrki±{k 

   

  !­r Wki~k­i^¹                               
Wednesday, February 18 ~ 6:00 p.m.  

  J^{} N±~i^¹                            
Sunday, March 29 ~ 9:30 a.m.  

?^±~i¹ Pr±¬­i^¹                     
Thursday, April 2 ~ 7:00 p.m.        

  4¡¡i 3¬si^¹                         
Friday, April 3 ~ 12:00 p.m.                            

.^­°k¬ N±~i^¹                           
Sunday, April 5 ~ 9:30 a.m. 
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Staying Connected & Informed 

 

Winter Weather Cancelation Policy 

Sunday Morning Worship  

For severe winter weather, cancelation of the 
Sunday Worship service will be considered 
when there is dangerous ice and when there 
is a winter storm warning. 

A decision to cancel worship services during a 
winter storm will be made no later than 6:00 
p.m. on Saturday evening. A mass email and 
phone call will be made to the church mem-
bership, and a special notification will be sent 
via MailChimp to everyone who subscribes to 
our church Weekly Updates. Notifications will 
also appear on our Facebook page and sent 
to local television stations that provide can-
celation notices for church activities. 

Weekday Church Activities                                    
and Office Hours 

Children, Youth, and Family ministries will be 
canceled if schools are closed or if after 
school activities are canceled. Parents will be 
notified via email. 

The Church office and other church adult min-
istries will be closed at the discretion of the 
pastor and/or the Chair of the related ministry, 
based on safety. Appropriate forms of commu-
nication will be used to inform the congrega-
tion. 

 

Everyone is invited to fill out a CONNECT 

CARD at each worship service. Our CON-

NECT CARDS are made available to every-

one who attends Sunday morning worship 

services. The cards are inserted in the bulle-

tins and are available on the back tables in 

the sanctuary. Using CONNECT CARDS is 

an easy way to help us connect with guests 

and visitors better and more efficiently with 

accurate contact information. CONNECT 

CARDS also provide a way for church mem-

bers and others to quickly update their con-

tact information. And for those who have 

smartphones, a QR code can be scanned to 

electronically check in. Our online wor-

shipers are invited to also complete our 

online CONNECT card or type your name in 

the comment or chat section. 

Our WELCOME CENTER for guests and 

visitors is located at the back of the sanctu-

ary, where more information can be found 

about Church of the Pines and ways to be 

connected to the church. Greeters and ush-

ers are available to answer questions and 

help to make guests feel welcome. 

C O N N E C T  C A R D S  
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~ YouTube: Watch Sunday worship services on the Church of the Pines YouTube channel:    
https://www.youtube.com/@umchurchofthepines 
 
~ Facebook Live: Livestreams are available on the Church of the Pines Facebook page:       
https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/ 
 
~ Church Website: Recorded worship services may also be viewed at:                                      
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html 

Please be aware that worship services are livestreamed and recorded and may appear on our 
church website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel. 

These recordings are used to share worship with those who are unable to attend in person and       
to extend the ministry and welcome of Church of the Pines beyond our walls. Photos or video           
excerpts from recorded worship services may also be used in church-produced materials. 

Cameras are positioned to focus on worship leadership and the congregation as a whole. If you 
have questions about livestreaming or recorded worship, please contact the church office. 
Livestreamed services allow those who are homebound or traveling to remain connected to wor-
ship. 

If youôre visiting for the first time, we invite you to join us for worship at Church of the Pines.  
Youôll find a warm, welcoming community, meaningful worship, and a place where you can feel     
at homeðwhether youôre exploring faith or simply looking for a church family. Come as you are. 
Thereôs a place for you here.  

 ~ On-street parking is available, with two public parking lots located across the street 

     from the church.                                                                                                                                      

 ~ Friendly greeters and ushers are available to assist you and your family.                                      

 ~ A Welcome Center is located at the back of the sanctuary with helpful information for   

     guests.                                                                                                                                                                

 ~ A child-friendly room is available for families with young children, if needed.                  

 ~ Activity bags for children are available during worship.                                                              

 ~ The sanctuary is audio-loop equipped, and hearing devices are available.                                      

 ~ Free coffee is available before and after the worship service. 

We look forward to welcoming you.                                                                                            

For more information, please visit www.umchurchofthepines.org. 

Worship at Church of the Pines 

 To watch worship services online: 

 
What to expect when you arrive:           

https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html
http://www.umchurchofthepines.org
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Prayer & Worship Life               

The flowers placed on our altar do more than 
brighten the sanctuaryðthey quietly touch hearts. 
They remind us that Godôs love is not only some-
thing we speak about, but something we can also 
glimpse and feel through simple beauty, care, and 
presence. 

For some, altar flowers are offered in gratitude. 
For others, they are given in memory or in honor 
of someone deeply loved. Either way, they become 
a gentle sign that every life matters, every story is 
held, and love continuesðsometimes in ways we 
canôt fully put into words. 

As we worship together, these flowers serve as a 
quiet blessing. They help create a space that feels 
tender, meaningful, and welcomingðespecially 
for those carrying heavy days or quiet joys. In a 
season when we reflect on Christôs love, altar 
flowers become one small way that love is           

made visible among us. 

Reserve Your Sunday for                         
Altar Flowers 

You are invited to reserve one or more Sundays in 
2026 to provide altar flowers for worship. Altar 
flowers are a beautiful way to honor or remember 
a loved one, or to celebrate a special occasion 
such as a birthday, anniversary, baptism, or mile-
stone. One flower arrangement is placed on the 
altar each Sunday. 

If you would like to sponsor flowers on a particu-
lar Sunday, please go to our church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org for more infor-
mation and to complete an on-line reservation 
form. 

 

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone             
who provided flowers and                         
plants this past year.                            

 

Thank you for helping us fill our sanctuary with 
beauty, remembrance, and praise. 

Prayer requests can be made by going to 
our church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org and        
selecting ñPrayer Requestsò on the 
homepage menu.  

There are a number of options available 
for requesting prayers. To ensure your 
prayer request is shared according 
to your wishes, please consider 
making your request online on our 
church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org. Or 
you can use your smartphone camera to 
scan the QR code below, which will take 
you to the Prayer Request form. 

If you do not have access to the internet, 
call us at 715-356-3041 to make a prayer 
request. 

Prayer Request Options:                                                 

- Prayer List in the Weekly Update                                       
- Prayer List in the monthly Pine Chips  
 newsletter                                                                   
- Private prayer for the Pastor only                                          
- Prayer E-List (an email is sent to a list 
of people who will pray for you or your 
 loved one). 

 

 

 

If you are making a prayer 
request on behalf of another 
person, please make sure 
you have received their              

permission prior to making 
the prayer request. 

Contact the church office if                                      
you have questions.                                                                

office@umchurchofthepines.org                           

Altar Flowers 

Touching Hearts 
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Care & Support  

This February, Church of the 
Pines is once again sharing 
the love of Christ in a simple, 
heartfelt way ð by delivering 
homemade Valentine cookies 
and candy to those who are 
homebound, recovering from 
illness, living alone, or going 
through a difficult time. 
 

Coordinated by the Esther/
Martha Circle of United 
Women of Faith, this special 
mission project is a reminder 
that no one in our church 

family is forgotten. A small box or tray of cookies, along with a handful of candy, may seem like a 
simple gesture ð but to someone who's struggling or alone, it can be a powerful expression of 
love, care, and hope.  
 

You can support this mission by baking Valentine cookies or donating candy. If you plan to bake 
Valentine cookies, please stop by the Ministry Center and sign up on the sheet at the Information 
Table, so we know how many cookies to expect. You can also email the church office at of-
fice@umchurchofthepines.org or call 715-356-3041 to let us know how many dozen cookies you 
will bake.  
 

All cookies and candy need to be delivered to the church kitchen by Noon on Thurs-
day, February 12th. 
 

Thank you in advance for helping us live out the mission of Church of the Pines: "To make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world" ð starting with love shared in the small-
est, sweetest ways.  

Are You Feeling:  
 

Worried? 

Afraid? 

Frustrated? 

Angry? 

Hopeless? 

Helpless? 

You Are NOT Alone. 

Many people are feeling these emotions and others during these turbulent times. Talking 
with someone who understands may help you. Stephen Ministers have been trained to  
listen compassionately and nonjudgmentally. Just talking about what you are feeling may 
give you some insights and take away some of the burden. Why not give it a try? Simply talk 
to Holly Nash (715-356-6861) or Pastor Mark about wanting a Stephen Minister. Itôs that 
easy. Youôll be thankful you did. 



Page 8 

Life Together 

 When Memory Changes Touch the Ones We Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keenagers                            
Wednesday, February 18th        
at Noon in the 
Ministry Center at                 
Church of the Pines 

You are going into the wilderness. 
You have a canoe, paddles, and 
only what you can carry on your 
back. 
How do you cook? What do you 
wear? Are there bears? How do 
you pick out a wilderness site to 
set up your tent? 

And what would make two people choose to do this more than 150 times? 

Find out by joining us at Keenagers on Wednesday, February 18, as Holly and Bob 
Nash share stories from their many canoe trips into the Boundary Waters, complete with 
photos and hands-on examples of how they live in the wild. You wonôt want to miss this 
unique glimpse into their outdoor adventures. 

Weôll gather at noon in the Ministry Center for a potluck mealðplease bring a dish to 
share. The program will follow the meal. If you prefer to attend just the program, feel free to 
arrive around 12:30 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome, whether you're a longtime Keenager or attending for the first time. 
Come for the food, stay for the storyðand bring a friend who loves adventure, 
storytelling, or learning something new. 

 

Mark your calendar for good food and great 
fellowship at our Menôs Breakfast on Thurs-
day, February 26th, at 8:00 a.m. at Holiday  
Caf®. If youôre visiting or new to our church, 
Menôs Breakfast is a simple way to connect 
with others. 

Come and spend part or all day with Friends. 
Bring you lunch and craft, sewing, quilting, 
knitting, or crocheting project...or just your-
self and enjoy friendship and conversation at 
Between Friends. 
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 When Memory Changes Touch the Ones We Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Crafters for a Cause 

Life Together 

Do you love to sew, paint, glue, crochet, decorate, build, or create beautiful things with 
your hands? Or maybe youôve always wanted to be crafty but just needed a reason 
(and a little encouragement) to get started. Either wayðthis new group is for you! 

Weôre excited to launch Christmas Crafters for a Cause, a fun and welcoming monthly 
gathering where weôll work together to make handmade gifts and craft items to sell at 
our annual December Cookie Walk & Craft Sale. Every project made helps support 
United Women in Faithôs mission outreach, turning creativity into kindness and blessing 
others in meaningful ways. 

Kickoff Day ï February 24 

Our first gathering will be Tuesday, February 24, at Church of the Pines in the Ministry 
Center, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Be sure to bring your lunch! 

To make it even easier for people to join in, Christmas Crafters for a Cause will meet at 
the same time and place as Between Friends. Between Friends participants are wel-
come to continue bringing their own projects to work on or jump in and help create 
items for the Craft Saleðwhatever you feel like doing! 

Come as You Are (And Craft What You Can!) 

You can:                                                                                                                                                       
Bring a craft youôre already working on for the Craft Sale.                                                                
Come and choose from craft projects that will be available to work on.                                            
Learn something new alongside others and share craft ideas.                                                                  
Chat, laugh, create, and enjoy time together.                                                                                        
Come for the entire time ðor just stop in when you can! Stay as long as youôre able.                       
No pressure, just a great time together.                                                                                                   
Make Friends + Make a Difference 

Settle in, and get ready to make something specialðalong with some new friends. You 
donôt have to be a member of Church of the Pines to participate, so feel free to invite 
your crafty friends, neighbors, and family members too! 

Ongoing Schedule 

Christmas Crafters for a Cause will meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month, from 
9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in the Ministry Center. 

Whether youôre an experienced crafter or just curious, this is a wonderful way to use 
your gifts, share your time, and be part of something joyful and mission-centered. 

Come craft with usðletôs create for a cause!          

                   See more on the next page   

 

                              

Join us each month to create handmade gifts for 
the December Cookie Walk & Craft Sale ð     
supporting United Women in Faith                          

mission outreach. 
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Life Together 

  Christmas Crafts for a Cause 

Plan to attend the first craft session on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 24th, from 9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in the Ministry 
Center where we will create Button Snowmen pins and 
magnets. Supplies will be provided or feel free to bring 
supplies to donate to the ñcause.ò Pat Bechtel of the Unit-
ed Women in Faithôs Craft Sale will be here to provide 
guidance, support, and a demonstration as we make 
these cute Button Snowmen to sale at the December 
Craft Sale. 

Contact Pat Bechtel or Sue Shapiro for more information  
about this new program.                                                               

Pat Bechtel:715-358-2626 or email her at pjsayla@gmail.com. 
Sue Shapiro: 414-416-5102 or email her at 

terapn@yahoo.com 

Supplies needed: Buttons; Black felt; Red felt; Hot glue gun and glue sticks; Mag-
nets/pin backs. If you would like to make financial contributions for the purchase of 
craft supplies for the projects, please contact Pat Bechtel. 

Please let us know you plan to attend by signing up                                                         
on the clipboard in the Ministry Center. 

A demonstration on how 
to make these will take 
place at 10:30 a.m. 

Looking for a good devotional, a fresh faith read, or a re-
source for your next Bible study? Church of the Pines has a 
libraryðand itôs full of wonderful surprises. 

Our church library is located on the lower level of the church, and itôs easy to access by 
elevator or stairway. Inside youôll find a welcoming collection of books and resources for 
every season of faithðfrom deeper study to everyday encouragement. 

Browse topics like Methodism and John Wesley, Bible study resources, Christian living, 
prayer, grief, social justice, and culture. Youôll also find favorite authors such as Max Luca-
do and C.S. Lewis, along with plenty of devotionals and inspirational reading. There is also 
a selection of books for children and youth. Many books from past United Women in 
Faith reading programs are now available in the library too, offering thoughtful titles for 
spiritual growth, mission, and community life.  

And donôt miss the ñFood for Thoughtò Resource Center in the Pine Room, featuring 
books and articles connected to our mission focus on Food Securityðan easy way to learn 
more and grow in compassion. 

Everyone is welcome to borrow books anytime. No sign-out is requiredðjust enjoy, 

and return items when youôre finished so others can share them too. 
 

Consider stopping by the library this monthð                                                                      
you might find just what you need! 

Did You KnowéWe Have a Church Library?  
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Life Together 

CONNECT is a ministry of Church of the Pines that nurtures 

friendship and meaningful connections within our congregation. 

Through simple, personal visits and shared conversations, CONNECT 

helps church members get to know one another better and feel truly wel-

comed and cared for. 

Whether you are new to Church of the Pines or have been part of our church family for years, be-

ing involved with CONNECT is a wonderful way to build relationships and strengthen our sense 

of community. 

If you would like to become a CONNECT visitor or receive a CONNECT visit, we would 

love to hear from you. For more information or to sign up, please contact Sara Kozeluh at 

dskozeluh@gmail.com or call 715-482-4089. 

Thereôs a place for you hereðand CONNECT helps make it feel like home. 

CONNECT Ministry 

Keenagers Potluck & Program (January Recap) 
 
Twenty-seven people braved the cold and snow to attend 
the first Keenagers Potluck and Program of 2026 at 
Church of the Pinesðwhat a wonderful way to begin the 
year together! 
 
A special thank you to Liz Stone for sharing a fascinating 
presentation about her trip last year to Bletchley Park, the 
top-secret World War II British code-breaking site where 

her mother worked. Liz is pictured with a photo of her father on the screen be-
hind herðhe served as a codebreaker for the United States. The second photo 
captures the great group who gathered to ñkick offò the new year with fellowship, 
food, and a remarkable story. 
 

 

And mark your calendar now for 

Wednesday, February 18, when 

Bob and Holly Nash will present a 

program on their canoe and camp-

ing adventures in the Boundary 

Waters!  
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Life Together 

 
Ministry Council Meeting Summary (January 20, 2026) 
 

The Ministry Council met on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, both in person and via Zoom. 
Council members began by reading the churchôs Vision, Mission, and Special Mission 
Focus statements and giving thanks for the many ways God has been at work in the life of 
Church of the Pines. The Council celebrated several recent accomplishments, including mean-
ingful and well-attended Christmas Eve worship (with 130 attending in person), a joyful 
Cookie Walk & Craft Sale, a successful Keenagers Blue Jeans and Sweatpants Drive 
benefiting the Lakeland Pantry, and outstanding winter snow removal work by the Trustees. 
Council members also noted strong support for the churchôs Change for Hunger offering, 
which exceeded the annual goal by more than double. 

During the meeting, Pastor Mark reviewed a draft of the 2026 Missions Impact Summary 
and the Council discussed recommendations related to funding allocations, which will be 
shared with the Missions Committee for further consideration. The Council also received in-
formation about the churchôs 2026 Invitation Strategy, including assignments to be dis-
cussed at the next meeting. In addition, the Ministry Council reviewed the proposed 2026 
church budget and approved it as recommended by the Finance Committee. 

The next Ministry Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Ministry Center. 

Menôs Breakfast was a great morning at Holiday Cafe!  
 

There were 13 men gathered around the table for good food, great conversation, and 
plenty of laughsðplus they were glad to welcome one new face to the group! 

And the fellowship didnôt stop at breakfasté after they ate, a few of the men headed 
back to Church of the Pines to help with snow removal (again!)ðbecause winter 
keeps giving them work to do. Thanks, Tom Frandy, for taking the above photos. 

All men are welcome to join us for the next Menôs Breakfast: 
Thursday, February 26 
8:00 a.m. 
Holiday Cafe 

No pressure, no commitmentðjust come when you can.                                                              
Thereôs always room at the table! 
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Mission & Impact 

  

Hope Is Greater Than Fear: A Message from Pastor Mark  

Greetings everyone, 

Pastor Mark here with another message for you. A few weeks ago, we shared a mes-
sage of grief and lament about what was going on in our nation, particularly in Minne-
apolis. Many of you shared how meaningful that message was to you. I am grateful 
for that because it means our hearts, like Godôs, are breaking. It means our hearts 
are full of love, compassion, and caring for our fellow human beings. 

We know that over the past few weeks, the situation has not gotten better. People 
and communities are still living in fear, and there is still violence and unrest. This is 
overwhelming and can lead us to wonder what hope is there? What could we even 
do? 

Today, I want to share a message of hope, reminding us that hope is greater than 
fear. Every day, we hear and see stories of ongoing violence and unrest. Yet I am al-
so hearing stories of neighbors loving one another. People are driving their Black and 
Brown neighbors, regardless of immigration status, to work because ICE flags their 
cars. People are going to stores to buy groceries for their neighbors who ICE is ra-
cially profiling, and it is not safe for them to go to the store. Hatred, violence, and fear 
are powerful things, but they are easy. Love is more powerful than hate and fear, but 
love is hard. Yet people and congregations are making the hard choice to love. They 
are loving their neighbors just like Jesus told us to, and this gives me hope. 

What can we do right here and now to choose love and share hope? Here are a few 
things each of us can do. 

~ Stay informed about what is going on. No matter what level you can, stay in formed. 
If you need to read every report you can, or if you can barely make it  through the 
headline, do not look away. 

~ Support people and groups in the midst of the crisis. Visit 
https:www.parkavechurch.org/ to see how a local UMC in Minneapolis is helping. Or 
check out TC Food Justice on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
TCFoodJustice/ or visit their website at https://www.tcfoodjustice.org/ to see how they 
were feeding hungry people before and feeding hungry people during this crisis. 

~ Practice loving your neighbors. Find ways to express love to your neighbors now 
before a crisis occurs. 

~ Advocate with your voice and vote ï it makes a difference. 

~ Keep Praying. Prayer is a powerful tool because it connects us with God and with 
others. 

Together we can choose love and share hope. 

Pastor Mark 

https://www.parkavechurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TCFoodJustice/
https://www.facebook.com/TCFoodJustice/
https://www.tcfoodjustice.org/
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Women in Mission & Fellowship 

United Women in Faith is about more than meetingsðitôs about con-
nection, purpose, and making a difference together. Whether 
youôve been involved for years or are curious about joining for the first 
time, there is a place for you. Come when youôre able, bring a friend, 
and see where you might feel at home. 

Thank offering: February is the month of LOVE. Put a quarter in your thank offering for 
all the love God blesses you with. 

Circle Meetings:                                                                                                                                             
Dawn Circle meets Thursday, February 5th, at 10:00 a.m. in the Ministry Center.   

Deborah Circle meets Wednesday February 4th at 6pm. Circle members will make Val-
entine cards. Bring crafting supplies if you like. Val Susor hosts the meeting.  

Esther/Martha Circle meets Tuesday February 3rd at 2:00 p.m. at the home of Sarah 
Stewart. The Circle will also package and distribute Valentineôs cookies.  

Lydia Circle meets Thursday February 12th at 9:30 a.m. in the ministry center.  

Ruth Circle meets Wednesday February 11th at 12:30 p.m. in the ministry center.   

GREAT News: The United Women in Faith was able to distribute $3200 to 8 non-profit 
organizations. This is an increase of $1050 from last year. How amazing! 

Upcoming events:   

April 15: Executive Board meeting is at 10:oo a.m. in the Ministry Center.  

April 22: General Meeting is at 10:00 a.m. in the ministry center. Dawn Circle is the 
host. 

April 28-May 1st: Spring Rummage and Bake Sale will take place at the American Le-
gion in Minocqua. 

United Women in Faith is a community of 
women at Church of the Pines who come to-
gether for friendship, faith, and service. Through 
small groups, called circles, women gather to 
support one another, grow spiritually, and take 
part in mission work that makes a difference lo-
cally and beyond. Thereôs no single way to par-
ticipateðyouôre welcome to attend when youôre 
able, explore different circles, or simply learn 
more. Whether you are new to the church or have been here for years, United Women in Faith 
offers a welcoming place to connect and belong. 

Anyone looking for friendship, spiritual growth, or meaningful ways to serve is invited to come and 
see what United Women in Faith is all about. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Church of the Pines is more than a place we gather on Sundaysðitôs a community of faith, love, service, and wel-
come. And today, that welcome extends beyond our building and into the digital world. 

Thatôs why weôre inviting members and friends of Church of the Pines to become Facebook Ambassadorsða      
simple, meaningful way to help share Christôs love through encouragement and connection online. 

What is a Facebook Ambassador? 

As a Church of the Pines Facebook Ambassador, you are helping us extend Christôs love into the digital worldð  
one click, comment, and share at a time. 

Your role is simple but powerful: 
You are the friendly online voice of Church of the Pines, helping our churchôs message reach people who may be 
looking for faith, community, or encouragement. 

Why does following our Facebook page matter? 

Many people assume they already follow the church on Facebookðbut they may not! When you follow our page, you:                                                                                            
~ Stay up-to-date with worship reminders, special services, and events                                                                          
~ See photos and recaps that help you feel connected                                                                                                     
~ Receive encouraging messages, scripture, and prayers during the week                                                                          
~ Help others see our posts too (especially when you like, comment, or share!)                                                             
Your simple engagement helps create an inviting online presence that reflects the heart of Church of the Pines:     
welcoming, hopeful, and community-centered. 

How to check if you are a follower                                                                                                                              
Hereôs the easiest way:                                              
1.Open Facebook                                                 
2.Search: United Methodist Church of the Pines (Minocqua)                                                         
3.Look near the top of the page for the button that says Following                                                                                            
If it says Following ð youôre all set! 

How to become a follower                                                                                                                                                         
If you are not following yet:                                                                                                                                                       
1. Go to our church Facebook page                                                                                                                                       
2. Click Follow Thatôs it! 

How Facebook Ambassadors help                                                                                                                                          
Ambassadors support the church by:                                                                                                                                     
~ Liking church posts                                                                                                                                                                                  
~ Sharing important updates (events, special services, invitations)                                                                                                  
~ Leaving a quick, encouraging comment                                                                                                                                            
~ Helping others feel welcomed and included 

You donôt need special skills or lots of timeðjust a willing spirit and a few minutes a week. 

Interested in becoming a Facebook Ambassador?                                                                                                                    
If youôd like to help with this simple outreach ministry, weôd love to have you! 
Please contact the church office or watch for more information in the coming weeks. Thank you for helping 
Church of the Pines share Godõs loveñboth in-person and online. 
                                                                        Click Å Follow Å Connect. 

Facebook Ambassadors: Click Å Follow Å Connect 
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 Happy birthday to . . . 

February 1   

February 3 

February 7 

February 8 

February 9 

February 10 

February 12 

February 13 

February 16 

February 18  

Stephanie Hilgart 

Noah Lottig                

Dick Rhyner                   

Jack Kilpatrick   

Gary Johnson                 

Sue McDougall              

Maria Caroselli        

Allison Vitonne 

Gretchen Voigt              

Karen Stinemates     

Blessings to you on your special day! 

Celebrating & Living Our Faith 

Happy anniversary to . . . 

VISION - Living Christôs Love                    
MISSION - To make and grow disciples   

of Jesus Christ to love and                      
serve the world. 

CORE VALUES 

COMMUNITY                                         
Growing closer to God, one another, and 
all our neighbors.  

SPIRITUALITY                                              
Increasing our awareness of and respon-
siveness to the presence of God in our 
lives.  

GENEROSITY                                           
Enthusiastically sharing all that we are 
and all that we have with God and the 
world. 

SPECIAL MISSION FOCUS                       
To increase food security in our               

community and throughout the world. 

All are welcome here. 

At Church of the Pines, we are a faith 
community striving to embody the love of 
Christ in our community and throughout 
the world. We seek to express Christôs 
love through worship, fellowship,      

study, and service. 

As a United Methodist congregation, we 
embrace our Wesleyan heritage,          

especially in doing all the good that we 
can and seeking to do no harm.  

We believe that everyone can help share 
Christôs love with the world. 

There is a place and opportunity for you 
at Church of the Pines. 

If you are celebrating your birthday or    
anniversary in February and your name is 
not listed, contact the church office so we 

can update our records.                    

February 17 
February 21 
February 23                          

February 24 

Julie & Emerson Coy                  
Karen & John Calder                     
Kasey Bruch-Nenn &                        
Conrad Nenn                                     
Bonnie & Larry Duffee 
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Generosity & Stewardship 

 
 

 

NEXT STEPS: IF YOU HAVE MADE A 
GIFT, THANK YOU!                                                                                                             

If you are still exploring, speak with your            
advisors.                                                                                               

Contact the church by phone at 715-356-3041 or 
by email at                                                                         

office@umchurchofthepines.org to arrange for a 
confidential consultation                                                        

with a member of the Endowment Committee.  

Thank you for investing in the      
future of Church of the Pines!  

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ƎƛƊǎ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tƛƴŜǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΥ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘƻ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
vw ŎƻŘŜΤ ǘŜȄǘ άƎƛǾŜέ ǘƻ уоо-ору-лптнΦΤ ǳǎŜ !/I ό!ǳǘƻƳŀǝŎ /ƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜύ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΤ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
ǿǿǿΦǳƳŎƘǳǊŎƘƻƊƘŜǇƛƴŜǎΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DL±9 ōǳǧƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴπ
ƛŎ ƎƛƊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜōƛǘ ƻǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΤ ŘǊƻǇ ƻũ ƻǊ Ƴŀƛƭ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ tΦhΦ .ƻȄ мппΣ aƛƴƻŎǉǳŀΣ ²L рпрпуΣ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛƊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

Why Donate to the Endowment Fund                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Endowments provide a means for sustaining those 
things you care about, forever! Like many churches 
today, Church of the Pines has experienced income 
shortfalls due to declining membership. Your gift will 

help sustain the United Methodist                         

Church of the Pines for future generations! 

Gift Designations & Recognition                                                                                              
The Endowment Fund can receive both directed and 
non-directed gifts. A directed gift, where the donor 

designates its specific use, must be a minimum of 
$10,000. Non-directed gifts can be of any amount.                                      

A permanent display honors gifts with Bronze 
($5,000+), Silver ($25,000+), Gold ($50,000),                                                      

and Platinum ($100,000+) designations.                        

Your gift can remain anonymous. 

]féf ]ШƣŸШƣőĲШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ÖŰŔƣĲĬШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
9őƨƖĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШÂŔŰĲƚ 

Scan the QR code to 
make an online gift. 

Grateful for a Generous Church 

Giving at Church of the Pines 

This past fall, our congregation prayerfully 
participated in our annual stewardship pro-
cess, discerning how God was calling each of 
us to support the ministry and mission of 
Church of the Pines in 2026. We are deeply 
grateful for the faithfulness, care, and gener-
osity that were shared. 

Because of you, ministry happens. Worship is 
nurtured, relationships are strengthened, pas-
toral care is offered, and our neighbors are 
servedðboth near and far. Your generosity re-
flects a shared commitment to living Christôs 
love and creating a welcoming place where all 
can belong. 

As the year unfolds, we will continue to share 
stories of how generosity makes a differenceð
through worship, outreach, care, and commu-
nity partnerships. Giving is one of the many 
ways we participate in Godôs work together, 
and we give thanks for each person who sup-
ports this ministry in prayer, presence, ser-
vice, and financial gifts. 

 
Thank you for being a               

generous and faithful church. 
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Financial Snapshot 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF THE PINES 
FINANCE REPORT 

AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025 
 
                                                       December        Year          Incr (Decr) Versus 
                                                           Actual          Actual              Year Budget 
Income 
Operating *                                         26,641        226,507                   17,757 
Reserve Fund                                      3,116          11,211                        111 
Endowment Fund                                 4,675          22,442                    (    58) 
Total Income                                     34,432        260,160                   17,810 
  
Expenditures 
Pastor **                                               8,518        103,200                    (   995) 
Worship                                                1,151            6,566                        110 
Nurture                                                    897            4,469                    (   881) 
Outreach                                                   62            1,941                    (   234) 
Finance & Administration                     6,367          77,301                     1,305 
Facilities Operation & Maintenance     2,800          39,875                   ( 5,201) 
Capital Improvements Fund                       0                  79                          79 
Youth Fund                                                 0                   0                            0 
Missions Fund ***                                       0           13,957                    7,577 
Reserve Fund                                          157            2,632                       452 
Conference Apportionment ****            4,641          18,564                           0 
Total Expenditures                           24,593        268,584                    2,212 
 
Net Cash Excess (Deficiency)           9,839          ( 8,424)                 15,598 
 
Total Available Funds 12-31-25                          223,037 
 
*     Prepaid Pledges of 25,250 were included in January Operating Income 
**    Includes Salary, Benefits, Expenses 
***   Includes Special Sundays 
**** 2025 Assessment is 37,128 
Net cash deficiency (income minus expenditures) for the full year is 8,424, which is 15,598 
better than the approved operating budget. 
Summary 
Church Operations                                         (20,881) 
Conference Apportionment                           (18,564) 
Reserve & Endowment Funds                        31,021 
Net Cash Deficiency                                         (8,424) 
 
Reserve Fund Income is the change in the investment value at our other Morgan Stanley ac-
count.  This can be an income or loss depending on the markets. 
Endowment Fund Income is only the amount of income from the dedicated Morgan Stanley 
account that is transferred to the checking account for expenditures. 

 

Stay connected by visiting                      
us on Facebook.                                                                               

https://www.youtube.com@umchurchofthepines                          
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Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

2026 Lent Study            
Entering the             
Passion of Jesus by 
Amy-Jill Levine 

This Lent, Pastor 
Mark invites you to 
attend a six-week Bi-
ble study based on 
Amy Jill Levineôs 
insightful and acces-
sible book, Entering 
the Passion of Jesus. 
Together, weôll walk 
with Jesus through 

the final days of his lifeðnot rushing to 
Easter, but pausing to reflect on the choic-
es, risks, and faithfulness that shaped his 
journey to the cross. 

Each session explores the courage it took 
for Jesus to teach, heal, confront injustice, 
and love boldly in the face of opposition. 
This study invites honest conversation, 
thoughtful questions, and meaningful re-
flection on how Jesusô passion speaks to 
our lives and our world today. 

February 19th ï Jerusalem: Risking    
Reputation ï Matthew 21:9 

This week will begin to understand the 
scriptural foundation of Jesusô entry 
into Jerusalem, understand the risk 
he took in entering the city in this 
way, and be challenged to reflect on 
what we are called to do to work for 
Justice.  

February 26 ï The Temple: Risking 
Righteous Anger ï Mark 11:15-17 

This week, we will explore the signifi-
cance of the Temple at the time of 
Jesus. Weôll consider how Jesusô ac-
tions in the Temple can be used to 
challenge notions of hospitality, 
grace, the role of money in contem-
porary churches, and the problems 
that happen when churches are plac-
es where sinners feel relaxed rather 
than repentant, and develop        

strategies for turning feelings of an-
ger at injustice into action. 

March 5, 2026 ï Teachings: Risking 
Challenge ï Mark 12:28-31 

This week, we will identify the tensions 
on display in the challenges to Jesusô 
teaching in the Temple, consider the 
implications of Jesusô teachings for 
our own Lenten reflections, and 
grow in our understanding of the 
Great Commandment as informed by 
the law of the Old Testament.  

March 12, 2026 ï The First Dinner: 
Risking Rejection ï Matthew 26:6-13 

This week, we explore the tension of 
gender and socioeconomic roles and 
faith.  We will reflect on these ten-
sions in our own faith and what mo-
tivates us to follow Jesus today.  

March 19, 2026 ï The Last Supper: 
Risking the Loss of Friends -  John 13:5-9 

This week, we will connect the Gospel 
narratives of the Last Supper to Old 
Testament traditions of Passover and 
the sacrificial system, and appreciate 
the complexity of two major charac-
ters in the Passion storyðPeter and 
Judas. Reflect on foot washing as an 
act of humble service and consider 
our own responses to injustice and 
our impulse to give and receive ser-
vice. 

March 26, 2026 ï Gethsemane: Risking 
Temptation ï Luke 22:39-46 

In our final week, we will reflect on our 
journey through the Passion and how 
Jesusô entry into our lives entails risk 
and courage; Åassess nonviolence as 
a response to injustice; appreciate 
the importance of prayer, particularly 
as it helps us face the demands of 
our vocation; and understand the role 
of outsiders in revealing Godôs in-
tentions in the Passion story. 



 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1                                  
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship / Communion 
10:30am -   Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center)                    

2                         
1:00pm - Prayer 
Shawl (Pine Room) 
1:00pm - Missions 
Committee                      

 

3                              
2:00pm - Esther/
Martha Circle (Sarah 
Stewartôs home)                    

 

4                             
6:00pm - Deborah 
Circle (Ministry Center)                     

                                

5                            
10:00am - Dawn Circle 
(Ministry Center)                           

6                                 7                          

8                         
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship               
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center)  

9                        10                        
10:00am - Worship at 
Milestone                 
1:00pm - Worship at 
One Penney Place                 
5:00pm - Tomôs  
Community Table (St. 
Matthiasô Episcopal 
Church)                                                    

11                           
12:30pm - Ruth Circle 
(Ministry Center)                        

12                              
9:30am - Lydia Circle 
(Ministry Center)
1:00pm - Fill boxes 
with Valentine cookies 
(Ministry Center / 
Kitchen)                         

13                            
1:00pm - Deliver Val-
entine Cookies                       

14 

 

15                           
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship               
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship  (Ministry 
Center)  

16                                   17                              
7:00pm - Ministry 
Council (Ministry 
Center)                        

18                          
12:00pm - Keenagers 
(Ministry Center)     
6:00pm - Ash Wednes-
day Worship Service              

19                          
12:00pm - Bible Study 
#1 (Ministry Center)                      
5:30pm - Turn the 
Page Book Group 
(Pine Room)                          

                          

20                             21 

22                                  
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship                
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center)  

23                                    24                           
9:30am - 3:00pm - 
Between Friends 
(Ministry Center)   
9:30am-3:00pm - 
Christmas Crafts for a 
Cause (Ministry Cen-
ter)                 

25                               26                            
8:00am - Menôs Break-
fast (Holiday Café)     
12:00pm - Bible Study 
#2 (Ministry Center)   

 

27                                      28                              

Have something for the Pine Chips? Email the church at office@umchurchofthepines.org. To have information included in the       
March Pine Chips, Weekly Updates, bulletin inserts, Facebook, worship  announcements, or bulletin board postings,                   

please submit the information by February 15th. Call the Church Office at 715-356-3041 with questions. 

There are times when we are away from the office, so it is a good 
idea to call in advance to ensure someone is available to assist you.                        

Call 715-356-3041. 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday; 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Visit us on Instagram at:                                                                                                       
https://www.instagram.com/Churchofthepinesminocqua/ and                                                               

Threads at https://www.threads.net/@churchofthepinesminocqua 

Looking Ahead 
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        Facebook Ambassadors: Click Å Follow Å Connect                                  

Did you know you can support Church of the Pines with just a few seconds 
online? As a Facebook Ambassador, you help extend Christôs love into the digi-
tal worldðone click, comment, and share at a time. 

Be sure youôre following our page! 
To check: go to United Methodist Church of the Pines (Minocqua) on Facebook 
and look for the ñFollowingò button near the top. 
                                                                                                                                   

Not following yet? Click Followðand stay connected to worship reminders, programs, encouragement, devotionals, 
photos, community news, and a whole lot more. 

 

FACEBOOK                   
AMBASSADORS 


