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At Church of the 

Pines, we offer 

everyone an     

opportunity to 

come to know the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

and to grow in a 

committed            

relationship with 

God.                

We are Living 

Christõs Love to 

make and grow 

disciples of Jesus 

Christ to love and 

serve the world 

through                   

community,             

spirituality, and 

generosity. 

January 2026   

tLb9 /ILt{  

            

           

Did you get Pine Chips in your email? 

 Not only is the monthly Pine Chips sent to our church community via email, but we also 
have weekly announcements and events emailed and posted online.  

Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org. 

Living Christõs Love 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ                                        
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ 

Inside this issue: 

 

Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m.                                                                                   
In-person and Livestreamed                                                  
on Facebook and YouTube                                      
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Welcome & Reflection 

 

This Month at Church of the Pines  

This month at Church of the Pines, we gather around meaningful stories, shared 

meals, and opportunities to serve our neighbors. From the Keenagers program to 

worship moments that invite reflection and hope, thereôs something here for every-

one. Whether you join us in person or stay connected from afar, weôre glad youôre 

part of this community.  

As the new year 

dawns, we at 

Church of the 

Pines, step into 2026 with a renewed sense of 

calling and hope. After a beautiful Advent and 

Christmas season, filled with the reminder 

that ñThe Weary World Rejoices,ò we now en-

ter a season that asks: what does it mean to be 

known by God and called for a purpose? 

Our first worship series of the year, Called by 

Name, will guide us through the Gospel sto-

ries of Jesusô baptism, his early ministry, and 

his call to ordinary peopleðpeople like you 

and me. Through the voices of Simeon and 

Anna, the splash of baptismal water, and the 

invitation to ñcome and see,ò weôll be remind-

ed that we are not just faces in a crowd. We 

are named. We are known. We are loved. And 

we are called. 

This series will carry us through the Epiphany 

season and into Lent, inviting each of us to 

reflect on who we are and how God might be 

calling us to grow, serve, and shine in this 

new year. Whether you are returning with a 

full heart or entering with uncertainty, 2026 

is a year to lean into hopeðnot as wishful 

thinking, but as the confident trust that God is 

still at work in and through us. 

Our worship this year will continue to echo 

this theme. Through Lent, Easter, summer 

discipleship, fall stewardship, and Advent 

again, we will explore how hope takes root, 

lives generously, and lights the way even in 

dark times. This is a year for new beginnings, 

for deepening relationships, and for trusting 

that God is not finished with us yet. 

We invite you to join us each Sundayð

whether in person or onlineðas we listen for 

Godôs voice together. May 2026 be a year 

when you remember: you are beloved, you are 

called, and there is hope ahead. 

In Christôs love, 

Pastor Mark Gilbert 

You are always welcome to worship with us at Church of the Pines.                         

As we begin a new year together, we gather as a community of faith seeking                             

hope, renewal, and encouragement for the journey ahead.                                                                    

We look forward to welcoming you.  
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Worship & Spiritual Life 

January ð February Worship Series: Called 
by Name 
As 2026 begins, we jump right into a new wor-
ship series that will take us from Epiphany to 
Lent.  
 

Called by Name explores identity, discipleship, 
and transformation using alternative Gospel pas-
sages from Luke and John for diversity and 
depth. 

January 4, 2026 ð The Light Has Come for All     
Gospel Reading: Isaiah 60:1ï6 and John 1:1ï14 
Purpose: Epiphany calls us to recognize that 
Christôs coming is not just for a few, but for all 
peoples. As we close our Christmas season and 
open the new year, we ask: how can we carry 
this light into every corner of our lives and com-
munity? 

January 11, 2026 ð Claimed by God                  
Gospel Reading: Isaiah 42:1ï9 and Luke 3:15ï
22                                                                           
Purpose: At Jesusô baptism, the heavens open 
with divine affirmation: 'You are my beloved.' 
This Sunday, we remember our own baptisms 
and Godôs claim on our lives. We are not anony-
mous ð we are known, named, and loved. As 
we begin a new year, we reaffirm our identity in 
Christ and commit to living out that calling. 

January 18, 2026 ð Invited Into Purpose   
Gospel Reading: John 1:35ï51 and 1 Samuel 
3:1ï10                                                             
Purpose: Jesus' simple invitation, 'Come and 
see,' echoes through time as a call into discov-
ery, relationship, and transformation. Like the 
first disciples and young Samuel, we are invited 
to respond with open hearts. This week we focus 
on what it means to listen, to seek, and to begin 
anew with Godôs guidance. 

January 25, 2026 ð Ordinary People,                
Extraordinary Call                                                      

Gospel Reading: Luke 5:1ï11                            
Purpose: Jesus calls fishermen in the midst of 
their daily labor ð a reminder that God's invita-
tion often comes not in grand moments, but in 
everyday life. Through the miraculous catch and 
Peterôs humble response, we're reminded that 
following Jesus doesn't require perfection ð  
only willingness. What 'nets' do we need to leave 
behind to say yes to Christ? 

February 1, 2026 ð Kingdom Values, Radical 
Blessing                                                               
Gospel Reading: Luke 6:17ï26 and Micah 6:1ï8 
Purpose: Lukeôs version of the Beatitudes chal-
lenges the worldôs assumptions about who is tru-
ly blessed. Jesus turns power structures upside 
down, lifting the poor, the hungry, and the griev-
ing. This Sunday invites us to reflect on how the 
church can embody these upside-down values 
and be a sanctuary for the overlooked. 

February 8, 2026 ð Let Your Light Shine            
Gospel Reading: Isaiah 58:1ï12 and Luke 8:16ï
18                                                                        
Purpose: Jesus reminds us that faith is not a pri-
vate possession ð itôs meant to be visible, ac-
tive, and impactful. As a church and as individu-
als, we are called to illuminate darkness and fla-
vor the world with love. This Sunday, we reflect 
on how we can live lives of visible faith through 
justice, kindness, and mercy. 

February 15, 2026 ð A Glimpse of Glory               
Gospel Reading: Luke 9:28ï36 and 2 Peter 1:16
ï21                                                                       
Purpose: On the mountaintop, the disciples wit-
ness Jesus in radiant glory ð a vision that pre-
pares them for the valley ahead. As we conclude 
the Epiphany season, we reflect on the moments 
that reveal Godôs majesty and prepare us for the 
journey of Lent. Where have we seen Christôs 
light, and how can that vision sustain us? 
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Staying Connected & Informed 

 

Winter Weather Cancelation Policy 

Sunday Morning Worship  

For severe winter weather, cancelation of the 
Sunday Worship service will be considered 
when there is dangerous ice and when there 
is a winter storm warning. 

A decision to cancel worship services during a 
winter storm will be made no later than 6:00 
p.m. on Saturday evening. A mass email and 
phone call will be made to the church mem-
bership, and a special notification will be sent 
via MailChimp to everyone who subscribes to 
our church Weekly Updates. Notifications will 
also appear on our Facebook page and sent 
to local television stations that provide can-
celation notices for church activities. 

Weekday Church Activities                                    
and Office Hours 

Children, Youth, and Family ministries will be 
canceled if schools are closed or if after 
school activities are canceled. Parents will be 
notified via email. 

The Church office and other church adult min-
istries will be closed at the discretion of the 
pastor and/or the Chair of the related ministry, 
based on safety. Appropriate forms of commu-
nication will be used to inform the congrega-
tion. 

C O N N E C T  C A R D S  

Everyone is invited to fill out a CONNECT 

CARD at each worship service. Our CON-

NECT CARDS are made available to every-

one who attends Sunday morning worship 

services. The cards are inserted in the bulle-

tins, are in the pew racks, and are available 

on the back tables in the sanctuary. Using 

CONNECT CARDS is an easy way to help 

us connect with guests and visitors better 

and more efficiently with accurate contact 

information. CONNECT CARDS also pro-

vide a way for church members and others to 

quickly update their contact information. 

And for those who have smartphones, a QR 

code can be scanned to electronically check 

in. Our online worshipers are invited to also 

complete our online CONNECT card or type 

your name in the comment or chat section. 

Our WELCOME CENTER for guests and 

visitors is located at the back of the sanctu-

ary, where more information can be found 

about Church of the Pines and ways to be 

connected to the church. Greeters and ush-

ers are available to answer questions and 

help to make guests feel welcome. 
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Sunday worship is held in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. 

To watch worship services online: 

¶YouTube: Watch Sunday worship services on the Church of the 
Pines YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/
@umchurchofthepines 
 

¶Facebook Live: Livestreams are available on the Church of the 
Pines Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/
live/ 

¶Church Website: Recorded worship services may also be viewed at: https://
www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html 

Please be aware that worship services are livestreamed and recorded and may appear on our 
church website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel. 

These recordings are used to share worship with those who are unable to attend in person and to 
extend the ministry and welcome of Church of the Pines beyond our walls. Photos or video excerpts 
from recorded worship services may also be used in church-produced materials. 

Cameras are positioned to focus on worship leadership and the congregation as a whole. If you 
have questions about livestreaming or recorded worship, please contact the church office. 
Livestreamed services allow those who are homebound or traveling to remain connected to wor-
ship. 

If youôre visiting for the first time, we invite you to join us for worship at Church of the Pines. Youôll 
find a warm, welcoming community, meaningful worship, and a place where you can feel at 
homeðwhether youôre exploring faith or simply looking for a church family. Come as you are. 
Thereôs a place for you here.  

What to expect when you arrive:           

 ~On-street parking is available, with two public parking lots located across the street  

  from the church.                                                                                                                                    

 ~Friendly greeters and ushers are available to assist you and your family.                                      

 ~A Welcome Center is located at the back of the sanctuary with helpful information for   

  guests.                                                                                                                                                                

 ~A child-friendly room is available for families with young children, if needed.                 

 ~Activity bags for children are available during worship.                                                              

 ~The sanctuary is audio-loop equipped, and hearing devices are available.                                      

 ~Free coffee is available before and after the worship service. 

We look forward to welcoming you.                                                                                            

For more information, please visit www.umchurchofthepines.org. 

Worship at Church of the Pines 

https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/
https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html
http://www.umchurchofthepines.org
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Prayer & Worship Life               

The Meaning 
of Altar           
Flowers 

The flowers placed 
on our altar do more 
than add beauty to 
the sanctuary. They 

quietly shape our worship, inviting us to pause, 
reflect, and remember that Godôs presence is 
found not only in words and music, but also in 
the simple gifts of creation. 

For some, altar flowers are a reminder of grati-
tudeðfor blessings received or prayers an-
swered. For others, they honor loved ones, 
marking moments of memory, love, and faith 
that continue to live on. Week after week, these 
offerings become a visible expression of care, 
generosity, and devotion. 

As we gather for worship, the flowers at the al-
tar help create a space that feels welcoming, 
reverent, and alive with meaning. They remind 
us that worship engages all our sensesðand 
that beauty itself can be an act of praise. 

Reserve Your Sunday for                      
2026 Altar Flowers 

You are invited to reserve one or more Sundays 
in 2026 to provide altar flowers for worship. 
Altar flowers are a beautiful way to honor or 
remember a loved one, or to celebrate a special 
occasion such as a birthday, anniversary, bap-
tism, or milestone. One flower arrangement is 
placed on the altar each Sunday. 

If you would like to sponsor flowers on a partic-
ular Sunday, please go to our church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org for more infor-
mation and to complete an on-line reservation 
form. 

 

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone             
who provided flowers and                         
plants this past year.                            

 

Thank you for helping us fill our sanctuary   
with beauty, remembrance, and praise. 

Prayer requests can be made by going to 
our church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org and select-
ing ñPrayer Requestsò on the homepage 
menu.  

There are a number of options available for 
requesting prayers. To ensure your 
prayer request is shared according to 
your wishes, please consider making 
your request online on our church 
website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org. Or 
you can use your smartphone camera to 
scan the QR code below, which will take 
you to the Prayer Request form. 

If you do not have access to the internet, 
call us at 715-356-3041 to make a prayer 
request. 

Prayer Request Options:                                                 

- Prayer List in the Weekly Update                                       
- Prayer List in the monthly Pine Chips  
 newsletter                                                                   
- Private prayer for the Pastor only                                          
- Prayer E-List (an email is sent to a list of 
 people who will pray for you or your 
 loved one). 

If you or a loved 

one is in need of 

prayer, or you 

want to share a 

joy in your life, we are here to lift you or 

your loved one in prayer. 

If you are making a prayer 
request on behalf of another 
person, please make sure 
you have received their              

permission prior to making 
the prayer request. 

Contact the church office if you have questions.                                       
office@umchurchofthepines.org                           

or call 715-356-3041. 
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Care & Support 

 Your Help is Needed 

The Church of the Pines is a congregation with an active Stephen Ministry team. 
The impact of the ministry depends considerably on congregational members and 
friends helping to identify people who may benefit from having a Stephen Minister. 
Do you know of a person who is having difficulty working through his or her grief? 
How about a person who has just been given a serious diagnosis and doesnôt know 
what the future holds? Someone whose spouse or special friend has dementia or 
other significant disease and  is getting burned out from the caregiving? All of these 

people and so many more could benefit from someone who has been trained to listen. Thatôs 
what we are here for. One of the best things you can do for a friend or relative in need is to refer 
them to Stephen Ministry. 

The diagram shows how it 
works. In our congregation, 
we can all be on the look-
out for persons in need and 
can connect that person to 
Pastor Mark (715-356-
3041) or Holly Nash (715-
356-6861), the Stephen 
Leader and Referrals Coor-
dinator. The person will 
then be contacted and it 
will be determined if the 
person in need would ben-
efit from Stephen Ministerôs 
help. Some people are a 
good fit, whereas others 
may need other kinds of 
help such as consultation 
with a mental health profes-
sional or practical help 
such as home health care. 
The person in need will be 
referred to whatever help is 
most appropriate. As a 
friend, you can know you 
helped the person make 
the first step toward a 
brighter future. Job well 
Done! 
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Care for One Another 

 When Memory Changes Touch the Ones We Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Memory Changes Touch the  

Ones We Love 

You are not alone. Memory loss can affect indi-

viduals, couples, and families in many ways. 

Along with concern and sadness, caregivers 

and loved ones often experience exhaustion, 

frustration, and uncertainty about what to do 

next. These  feelings are commonðand sup-

port is available. 

This hand out offers trusted first-step resources for information, guidance, and care. You do 

not need a diagnosis to reach out, and these resources are available to anyone seeking sup-

port. 

Local Support (A Strong Place to Begin) 

Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC) of Oneida County                                                     

The ADRC is a welcoming starting point for individuals and caregivers. Staff can help you 

understand options, connect you with services, and provide caregiver support related to 

memory loss and dementia.                                                                                                                

Phone: 715-369-6170 or 100-379-7499 (toll-free)                                                                          

Email: adrc@co.oneida.wi.us                                                                                                               

Website: www. adrc.oneidacountywi.gov 

Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC) of Vilas County                                              

The ADRC of Vilas County offers information, caregiver support, and assistance navigating 

services for individuals experiencing memory loss and those who care for them.                   

Phone: 715-479-3668 or 888-338-3838 (toll-free)                                                                         

Email: adrc@vilascountywi.gov                                                                                                               

Website: www.vilascountywi.gov.adrc 

National Support & Information 

Alzheimerôs Association                                                                                                                    

Offers education, caregiver support groups, and a 24/7 helpline for anyone affected by 

memory lossðwhether or not a diagnosis has been made.                                                                

24/7 Helpline: 1-800-272-3900                                                                                                           
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Care for One Another 

 When Memory Changes Touch the Ones We Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alzheimerôs Association, continued                                                                                        

Email: info@alz.org                                                                                                                                    

Website: www.alz.org 

National Institute on Aging                                                                                                        

Provides clean, reliable information about memory changes, dementia, caregiving, and medi-

cal next steps. Phone: 800-222-2225 Website: www.nia.nih.gov/health/alzheimers 

Faith-Based & Personal Support                                                                                                             

Many people find it helpful to speak with a trusted pastor or spiritual leader as they navigate 

the challenges of memory loss and caregiving. Pastors can offer listening, prayer, and guid-

ance during difficult seasons. 

You may also wish to reach out to a trusted friend, family member, or caregiver support 

group for encouragement and understanding. 

Gentle First Steps You Might ConsiderðTalk with someone you trust about  what you 

are noticingðSchedule a medical appointment to discuss memory changesðSeek support for 

caregiversðnot just the person experiencing memory lossðStay connected with community 

and faith-based supports 

A Word of Encouragement 

Memory loss is a journey no one should walk alone. Asking for help is a sign of strength, not 

failure. Support, understanding, and care are available, and taking the first step can make a 

meaningful difference. 

This resource sheet is provided as a ministry of care and connection and is offered for anyone 

seeking information or support. 

Memory loss is not a journey anyone chooses, and it is rarely walked without moments of 

grief, frustration, or fear. If this is part of your story, may you know that help, understanding, 

and compassion are available. Taking even one small stepðasking a question, sharing a con-

cern, or reaching out for supportðcan make a meaningful difference.  

 

Available at Church of the Pines 
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Life Together 

On Wednesday, January 21, Keenagers will gather for a potluck and special program led 

by Church of the Pines member Liz Stone. Her talk is entitled ñMy Visit to Bletchley Parkò. 

She will give a presentation on her 2025 visit to Bletchley Park, the site of the top secret WWII 

British codebreaking operation where her mother worked.    

Keenagers will meet in the Ministry Center at noon for a potluck meal (bring a dish to 

pass), followed by the program. Those who wish to attend the program only are welcome to 

arrive around 12:30 p.m. 

All are invited, whether you are a longtime member or attending Keenagers for the first time. 

Come for the food, stay for the storyðand consider inviting a friend who loves history, storytell-

ing, or learning something new together. 

Sharing Warmth with Our Neighbors 

During Advent, the Keenagersðalong with members and friends of Church of the 

Pinesðcame together to respond to a practical community need by collecting menôs 

blue jeans and sweatpants for the Lakeland Pantry. Thanks to the generosity of so 

many, the drive resulted in 39 pairs of jeans, 11 pairs of sweatpants, 6 sweatshirts, and 

1 beltðitems that will provide warmth, comfort, and dignity during the winter months. 

This mission project reflects the heart of our church: noticing needs, acting with com-

passion, and sharing Christôs love in tangible ways. We are grateful to everyone who 

donated and to the Keenagers for their leadership and care. Together, we helped meet 

a real need in our community and made a meaningful difference for our neighbors. 

Thank you! 
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Life Together 

CONNECT is a ministry of Church of the Pines that nurtures 

friendship and meaningful connections within our congregation. 

Through simple, personal visits and shared conversations, CONNECT 

helps church members get to know one another better and feel truly wel-

comed and cared for. 

Whether you are new to Church of the Pines or have been part of our church family for years, be-

ing involved with CONNECT is a wonderful way to build relationships and strengthen our sense 

of community. 

If you would like to become a CONNECT visitor or receive a CONNECT visit, we would 

love to hear from you. For more information or to sign up, please contact Sara Kozeluh at 

dskozeluh@gmail.com or call 715-482-4089. 

Thereôs a place for you hereðand CONNECT helps make it feel like home. 

 

Between Friends 

A Creative Day of Friendship and Faithful Fellowship 

Between Friends is a welcoming, relaxed gathering that meets 
monthly on the fourth Tuesday in the Ministry Center at 
Church of the Pines, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This 
special day offers time and space for creativity, conversation, 
and connection. 

Plan to attend the January 27th Between Friends and 
invite a friend. 

Participants are invited to bring along whatever they enjoy working onðsewing, knitting, 
crocheting, quilting, or other crafting projectsðand spend the day visiting with friends 
while their hands stay busy. Some come for the entire day; others stop in for just a few hours. 
Both are welcome. 

Between Friends is designed to be flexible and pressure-free. Attendees may bring their own 
lunch and enjoy a comfortable, friendly environment where relationships grow naturally through 
shared time together. Laughter, encouragement, and meaningful conversation are as much a 
part of the day as the projects themselves. 

If youôre looking for a place to connect, create, and feel at homeðBetween Friends would 

love to welcome you. Whether youôve been crafting for years or are simply curious, thereôs a 

place for you at the table. 

CONNECT Ministry 

/w9!¢L±L¢¸ - /hbb9/¢Lhb - /haa¦bL¢¸  
CREATIVITY, CONNECTION, COMMUNITY 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 



Page 12 

Menôs Fellowship 

 

nôs Breakfast Group 

Menôs Breakfast 

An easy way to connect, build 
friendships, and serve togetherð

one breakfast at a time.  

The Menôs Group is an informal and welcoming 

gathering of men who meet for breakfast on the 

fourth Thursday of each month at 8:00 a.m., 

January through October. 

Over breakfast, we build friendships as we share stories, listen to one another, and talk about 

life and faith. We also discuss practical projects that can strengthen our church and communi-

tyðoften partnering with the Trusteesðand lend a hand to church members with projects that 

help make their homes safer. 

If youôre visiting or new to our church, Menôs Breakfast is a simple way to con-

nect with others while sharing conversation and making a difference together. 

Thereôs no pressure and no long-term commitment. Come when you can; if you miss a month, 

youôll catch up at the next breakfast. Our goal is simple: to do good togetherðand enjoy good 

company along the way. 

If youôre interested in a fun-loving group with meaningful conversation and a spirit of service, 

weôd love to have you join us. And if you decide itôs not for you, thatôs okay tooðitôs just as easy 

to step away. 

The next Menôs Breakfast will be held on Thursday, January 22, at 8:00 a.m. at 

Holiday Cafe. 

New to Church of the Pines? Menôs 
Breakfast is an easy, no-pressure 
way to meet other men, enjoy good 
conversation, and feel at home.  
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Happy birthday to . . . 

January 4            

January 8            

January 11         

January 12          

January 12        

January 14         

January 16         

January 17         

January17        

January19          

January 27       

January 27           

January 28  

Molly Jorgensen        

Rich Klatt                      

Bruce Berklund          

Micah Gilbert                 

Jessica Hilgart            

Valarie Susor                

Mark Gilbert                

Sylvi Berklund            

Karolynn Ross             

Nancy Berklund            

Karen Calder               

Fred Melms                  

Kristin Kroening 

Blessings to you on your special day! 

If you are celebrating your birthday or    
anniversary in January and your name is 
not listed, contact the church office so we 

can update our records.                    

Celebrating & Living Our Faith 

VISION - Living Christôs Love                    
MISSION - To make and grow disciples   

of Jesus Christ to love and                      
serve the world. 

CORE VALUES 

COMMUNITY                                         
Growing closer to God, one another, and 
all our neighbors.  

SPIRITUALITY                                              
Increasing our awareness of and respon-
siveness to the presence of God in our 
lives.  

GENEROSITY                                           
Enthusiastically sharing all that we are 
and all that we have with God and the 
world. 

SPECIAL MISSION FOCUS                       
To increase food security in our               

community and throughout the world. 

All are welcome here. 

At Church of the Pines, we are a faith 
community striving to embody the love of 
Christ in our community and throughout 
the world. We seek to express Christôs 
love through worship, fellowship,      

study, and service. 

As a United Methodist congregation, we 
embrace our Wesleyan heritage,          

especially in doing all the good that we 
can and seeking to do no harm.  

We believe that everyone can help share 
Christôs love with the world. 

There is a place and opportunity for you 
at Church of the Pines. 
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Living Christôs Love in Action  

 
Tomôs Community Table 

For more than fifteen years, Tomôs Commu-

nity Table has brought neighbors together 

around a shared meal and a shared sense of 

belonging. What began in 2007 at St. Mathi-

as Episcopal Church, through the generos-

ity of Tom Nilsson and his wife Betty, has 

grown into a meaningful community partner-

ship that continues to nourish both body and 

spirit. 

Each month, approximately 70 neighbors 

are welcomed to a free, family-style dinner in 

the Parish Hall at St. Mathias. Meals are also 

prepared ñto goò for those who are home-

bound or unable to attend, extending care be-

yond the walls of the church. All ages are wel-

come, and the shared table creates space for 

conversation, connection, and community. 

Tomôs Community Table is made possible 

through the partnership of many local church-

es and organizations, including United 

Methodist Church of the Pines , Faith 

Evangelical Free Church, Ascension Lu-

theran Church, Calvary Lutheran 

Church, Community Presbyterian 

Church of Manitowish Waters, Holy 

Family Catholic Church, Saint Anthony 

of Padua Catholic Church, Lakeland 

Noon Rotary, Northwoods Farm Share, 

Northwoods Unitarian Universalist Fel-

lowship, and the General Federation of 

Womenôs Clubs of Wisconsin. A small 

grant from the St. Mathias Thrift Shop also 

helps provide the supplies needed to offer 

hospitality with dignity and care. 

Church of the Pines will serve alongside 

Faith Evangelical Free Church on May 12 

and September 8, 2026. Volunteers are 

needed for each mealðwhether helping with 

setup, cooking, serving, or cleanup. Sign-up 

sheets will be available in the Ministry Center. 

Serving at Tomôs Community Table is a mean-

ingful way to support our neighbors, strength-

en community connections, and share in a 

meal prepared with care. If you have ques-

tions or would like to learn more, Mary 

Fasse would be happy to help. 

Tomôs Community Table is held on the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month at 5:00 

p.m. at St. Mathias Episcopal Church. Menus 

are posted on Facebook each month. 

Tom's Community Table is held on Tues-
day, January 13th, at 5:00 p.m. at St. Matthi-
as' Episcopal Church, Minocqua, Wisconsinð 
Everyone Is Welcome! 

You're warmly invited to Tom's Community 
Table, a free community dinner held on the 
second Tuesday of each month. Whether 
you're coming on your own, with family, or 
with friends, there's always a place for you at 
the table.  

The Lakeland Noon Rotary sponsors this 
month's meal and helps make this evening of 
good food and fellowship possible. 

Come hungry, leave nourishedðby both the 
meal and the community.  

https://www.facebook.com/stmatthiasminocqua?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbnXd3aCD9ZzCR-TAnUmMiX7LoVC3wN8-oI4ZRzZjAR3GuhDyD8CCtdq-Sf6YCSOqDFmirs8TjvrgpHxmMvZAhwPdO0ig7IDtGbOvCphPN9i3lPF-CU-YhUzWDDvhFcQ4JsZVKmOSWipD62vsVY0L-OB-apKTgsXEFMq5QuUoJ0eUiVJhhVYEXIpSNxn4OTY1k&__tn
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthiasminocqua?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbnXd3aCD9ZzCR-TAnUmMiX7LoVC3wN8-oI4ZRzZjAR3GuhDyD8CCtdq-Sf6YCSOqDFmirs8TjvrgpHxmMvZAhwPdO0ig7IDtGbOvCphPN9i3lPF-CU-YhUzWDDvhFcQ4JsZVKmOSWipD62vsVY0L-OB-apKTgsXEFMq5QuUoJ0eUiVJhhVYEXIpSNxn4OTY1k&__tn
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Growing Faith, Friendship, and Service Together 

What a joyful and successful Cookie Walk and Craft Sale! Thanks to the 
incredible teamwork of bakers and crafters, box builders, set-up helpers, and 
everyone who worked on sale dayðand again on Sunday after worshipðwe 
raised an impressive $2,805.54 to support mission and ministry. That in-

cludes $2,018.25 from cookies and $787.29 from crafts. We are deeply grateful to everyone 
who contributed time, talent, and generosity. This is what shared purpose looks like in action. 

As we begin a new year, United Women in Faith continues its tradition of gratitude and generosity. 
During January, our Thank Offering reflects gratitude for warm shelter during the winter 
months. Participants are invited to place a quarterðor moreðin their Thank Offering for furnaces, 
heaters, and fireplaces that keep us safe and warm. 

United Women in Faith offers several circles that gather for fellowship, study, prayer, and friend-
ship. New faces are always welcome, and each circle has its own rhythm and personality: 

¶ Esther/Martha Circle ï Tuesday, January 6, at noon, at the home of Sarah Stewart 
 

¶ Lydia Circle ï Thursday, January 
8, at 9:30 a.m., Ministry Center 

 

¶ Ruth CircleðWednesday, January 
15, at 12:30 p.m., Ministry Center 

 

¶ Deborah Circle ï Wednesday, Jan-
uary 14, at 6:00 p.m., Ministry Cen-
ter (Deb Harris, host) 

 

¶ Dawn Circle ï Thursday, January 
15, at 10:00 a.m., Ministry Center 

 
Upcoming Event: 

¶ Executive Board Meeting ï 
Wednesday, January 7, at 10:00 a.m., 
Ministry Center (All members are 
welcome as we focus on distributing 
donations to partner organizations.) 

 

United Women in Faith is about more 
than meetingsðitôs about connection, 
purpose, and making a difference 
together. Whether youôve been in-
volved for years or are curious about 
joining for the first time, there is a place 
for you. Come when youôre able, bring a 
friend, and see where you might feel at 
home. 

Happy New Year to all, and thank you 
for being part of this caring community. 


