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At Church of the 

Pines, we offer 

everyone an     

opportunity to 

come to know the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

and to grow in a 

committed            

relationship with 

God.                

We are Living 
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make and grow 

disciples of Jesus 

Christ to love and 

serve the world 

through                   
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Did you get Pine Chips in your email? 

 Not only is the monthly Pine Chips sent to our church community via email, but we also have weekly announcements and events 
emailed and posted online.  

Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org. 

Living Christõs Love 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ                                        
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ 

Inside this issue: 

Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m.                                                                                   
In-person and Livestreamed                                                  
on Facebook and YouTube                                      
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This month, the Church of the Pines is lifting up our 
special mission focus of increasing food security. Not 
just in our own backyard, though the hunger in our 
Northwoods community is real and close. But also, 
across Wisconsin, across this nation, and around the 
world, where millions of our neighbors go to bed hungry 

every night. 

This is not a new concern for us. Our congregation has been showing up for this work 
for years ð through the Lakeland Pantry, the Vilas Food Pantry, through our part-
nership with Rooted and Rising and Food for Kidz, and the remarkable work of Mu-
jila Falls Agricultural Center in Zambia. You have given generously, served faithfully, 
and made a genuine difference. June is our invitation to go a little further together. 

A Gift That Doubles Your Impact 

We have received extraordinary news: a generous donor has offered a $2,000 match-
ing gift for the month of June. Every dollar you give to our food security mission fo-
cus this month will be matched, dollar for dollar, until that $2,000 is met. That 
means your gift of $25 becomes $50. Your gift of $100 becomes $200. If we reach 
the full match, our congregation will direct $4,000 toward hunger relief ð in our 
community and beyond. 

Gifts can be made through the offering plate, online, or at the church office. Just des-
ignate your gift to Mission Fund-Food Security. The match runs through June 
30. 

Adding Our Voice 

There is another way to act this month that costs nothing but a moment of your time. 
Also in this newsletter, you will find a congregational advocacy letter addressed to 
our local, state, and national lawmakers. It calls on our elected officials to protect 
and strengthen the programs and policies that stand between families and hunger ð 
here at home and around the world. 

The letter is grounded in our faith. It is non-partisan. And it carries more weight the 
more names are on it. 

We will be collecting signatures throughout the month of June. You can sign during 
worship, in the fellowship hall, or by contacting the church office. At the end of the 
month, we will send the letter together ð one voice, many names, on behalf of the 
hungry. 

I believe the Church of the Pines is at its best when it combines compassionate action 
with courageous advocacy. We feed people and we speak up for them. We give and 
we call our neighbors in power to give more too. 

This June, let's do both. 

Blessing, Pastor Mark 

 

Pastorôs Reflection 
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Congregational Advocacy Letter  

[Date] 

Dear [Representative's Name], 

We write to you today as members of the United Methodist Church of the Pines in Minocqua, Wisconsin. We are 
people of faith united by a deep and abiding commitment to the well-being of our neighbors, both near and far, and 
we believe that caring for the hungry is among our most important shared obligations. 

Our congregation has set a four-year goal to increase food security in our community and around the world. We 
have been working towards this goal for the past two years, and the results have exceeded our hopes. In 2025 
alone, our congregation contributed $12,897 toward food security efforts ð equivalent to 51,588 meals for people 
facing hunger. These gifts supported local and regional partners, including Lakeland Pantry, Vilas Food Pantry, and 
Rooted and Rising in Milwaukee, as well as global partners, including Food for Kidz and the Mujila Falls Agricultural 
Center in Zambia, Africa. 

Alongside financial giving, 57 volunteers of all ages contributed 932 hours of service ð packing food, growing pro-
duce in our Grow & Give Garden, preparing meals, and building relationships. Measured in economic terms, that 
service represents more than $32,000 in value. Measured in human terms, its value is found in dignity restored, 
hunger eased, and community strengthened. 

This work has opened our eyes to the scope of need in our own region. Food insecurity touches hundreds of thou-
sands of Wisconsin families ð including children, seniors, and working households in rural communities like ours 
where access to affordable, nutritious food is made harder by geography and rising costs. At the same time, we 
have come to understand that hunger is a global crisis: the United Nations reports that more than 673 million peo-
ple worldwide face chronic food insecurity. These are solvable problems ð and policy choices made here shape 
outcomes for people everywhere. 
 

We respectfully urge you to support legislation and appropriations that strengthen food security at every level. Spe-

cifically, we ask that you: 

Protect and strengthen federal nutrition assistance programs, including SNAP, WIC, and the National School 

Lunch Program, which serve as a critical safety net for millions of families. 

Support funding local food banks and community meal programs through The Emergency Food Assistance 

Program (TEFAP) and related state and federal initiatives. 

Maintain and expand U.S. international food assistance, including the McGovern-Dole Food for Education pro-

gram and other programs supporting food security and agricultural development initiatives. 

Invest in agricultural research, rural infrastructure, and sustainable farming practices that strengthen the long-

term capacity of communities to feed themselves. 

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, Map the Meal Gap 2025 (released May 2025, based on 2023 county-level esti-
mates). Reports nearly 1-in-8 people in Eastern Wisconsin are food insecure, with 1-in-6 children facing hunger. No 
county in the service area saw a decrease. See also Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin press release, June 17, 2025: feed-
ingamericawi.org/releases/map_the_meal_gap_2025. For statewide Wisconsin totals and county-level data, visit Feed-
ing America's interactive map: map.feedingamerica.org. 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), IFAD, UNICEF, WFP, and WHO, The State of Food Se-
curity and Nutrition in the World 2025 (Rome: FAO, 2025). The report estimates approximately 673 million people expe-
rienced hunger in 2024, with 2.3 billion people experiencing moderate or severe food insecurity. Available at: wfp.org/
publications/state-food-security-and-nutrition-world-sofi-report. See also UN summary: un.org/en/global-issues/food. 

https://feedingamericawi.org/releases/map_the_meal_gap_2025/
https://feedingamericawi.org/releases/map_the_meal_gap_2025/
https://map.feedingamerica.org
https://www.wfp.org/publications/state-food-security-and-nutrition-world-sofi-report
https://www.wfp.org/publications/state-food-security-and-nutrition-world-sofi-report
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/food
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Pastorôs Reflection 

(Advocacy Letter, continued) 

We come to you not as partisans, but as people of faith who have seen what is possible 

when a community commits to feeding the hungry. We are proud of what our congre-

gation has accomplished ð and we believe that the leadership of elected officials at 

every level is essential to addressing hunger at the scale it demands. 

We would welcome the opportunity to speak with you or your staff about our work 

and our concerns. Please feel free to reach out to us at Church of the Pines, PO Box 

144, Minocqua, WI 54548  Ŀ  (715) 356-3041. 

In faith and service, 

 
Pastor Mark D. Gilbert & the Congregation of Church of the Pines 
United Methodist Church of the Pines  Ŀ  Minocqua, Wisconsin 
 

 

!ǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŦƻƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ wƻƻǘǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘƳŜƴǘτƧǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ wƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘΦ Lƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƊŜƴ ŦŜŜƭǎ 
ƘǳǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΣ DƻŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǿ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿŜ ŬƴŘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǿŀȅǎΦ 

IŜǊŜ ŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊτƴƻǳǊƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǊƻƻǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎΦ 
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Our Church Family 

   

 

Celebrating Our 2026 High School Graduates 

9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜΦ DǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅτƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴΣ ƘƻǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ƎƛƊǎ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜŘΣ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊπ
ŀƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǊƻƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀƭπ
ǿŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪτƎǳƛŘƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ 

!ǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎǊƻǿΦ ²Ŝ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ bƻǿΣ ǿŜ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘΣ ǘǊǳǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦ 

A Blessing for the Journey Ahead 

!ǎ aƛŎŀƘΣ aƻƭƭȅΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ DǊŀȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ aŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ 
ǿƛǎŘƻƳΣ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇŀǘƘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀŘΦ 

aŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŬƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΣ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƎƛƊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ !ƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪΦ 

 

Congratulations, graduates!                                                                                           

Your Church of the Pines family is cheering you on. 
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Celebrating & Living Our Faith 

 

Micah Charles Gilbert - Congratulations to Micah Charles Gil-
bert, who is graduating Summa Cum Laude from Lakeland Un-
ion High School in Minocqua. Micah will begin studying biology 
at the University of Minnesota-Duluth this fall. 

Micahôs parents are Mark and Anna Gilbert. His grandparents 
are Janet Beitz and Wayne and Laurel Gilbert. 

Micah is a recipient of a Lillian Long Scholarship from Church 
of the Pines. 

Molly Jorgensen - Congratulations to Molly Jorgensen, 

who is graduating Summa Cum Laude from Lakeland Un-

ion High School in Minocqua. Molly begins her college ed-

ucation this fall at the University of Wisconsin, majoring in 

Elementary Education. She plans to become a teacher. 

Mollyôs parents are Erin and Jeremy Jorgensen. Her 
grandparents are Merry Jorgensen and Al Jorgensen. 
 
Molly is a recipient of a Lillian Long Scholarship from 
Church of the Pines. 

A Blessing for the Journey Ahead 

As Micah and Molly begin this exciting new chapter of life, we celebrate not only their 
achievements, but also the gifts, talents, and compassion they bring to the world. We pray 
that God will guide their steps, strengthen them in times of challenge, and fill their lives 
with purpose, joy, and hope. 

May they continue to learn, grow, and discover new opportunities while remaining ground-
ed in faith and surrounded by Godôs love. Wherever their journeys lead, may they always 
remember that their Church of the Pines family is praying for them, encouraging them, 
and cheering them on with pride. Congratulations, graduates! May God bless each of 
you in the journey ahead. 
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Our Church Family 

 

 

Andrew Lenz 
 
Congratulations to Andrew Lenz, who is graduating from 
Saline High School in Saline Michigan. He plans to attend 
Michigan State University, studying Nutrition this fall. He 
has also enlisted in the Air Force National Guard. 
 
Andrewôs parents are Rebecca and Jacob Lenz. His grand-
mother is Sharry Wuest. 

Gray Frandy 
 
Congratulations to Gray Frandy, who graduated from 
UWðEau Claire in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. He majored in 
Biomedical Engineering and is looking for work in the 
Minneapolis area. 
 
Grayôs parents are John and Jennifer Frandy. His grand-
parents are Tom and Patty Frandy. 

A Blessing for their Journey Ahead 

As Andy and Gray step into this next chapter, we celebrate their accomplishments 
and hold them in our prayers. May they continue to grow in wisdom, courage, and 
faith, carrying Christôs love into the world wherever their paths may lead. 

Congratulations, graduates!                                                                                  

Church of the Pines family is cheering you on. 
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Our Church Family 

 

 

We give thanks for the vision and generosity that make oppor-
tunities like the Lillian Hughes Long Scholarship possible. 

Lillian and Glen Long joined Church of the Pines in 1988 after 
retiring to Hazelhurst, Wisconsin. Lillian, a lifelong educator, 
spent 26 years teaching at Mackford School and Princeton 
State Grade School in Markesan. Her deep love for learning 
and teaching inspired her to establish the Lillian Hughes 
Long Memorial Scholarship Fund in 2007, supporting high 

school seniors pursuing higher education. 

In her own words, Lillian wrote in 2004: 
ñMy love of learning and teaching goes back several generationsé This love can 
be sustained by using the funds provided for those who are deserving and who will 
carry on the tradition.ò 

Since its creation, the scholarship has supported many students from our church 
family, including recent recipients Micah Gilbert and Molly Jorgensen (2026). We 
also remember with gratitude Lillianôs generous bequest following her passing in 
2013, which continues to sustain this meaningful ministry.  

We are equally grateful to Carolyn and Bob Smith, who 
contributed additional memorial funds in 2019 following 
Bobôs passing, further strengthening this scholarship for 
future generations. 

 

The Lillian Hughes Long Scholarship Fund 

 
òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the Lord, 

òplans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.ó                                                          

           ñ Jeremiah 29:11  
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~ YouTube: Watch Sunday worship services on the Church of the Pines YouTube channel:    
https://www.youtube.com/@umchurchofthepines 
 
~ Facebook Live: Livestreams are available on the Church of the Pines Facebook page:       
https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/ 
 
~ Church Website: Recorded worship services may also be viewed at:                                      
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html 

Please be aware that worship services are livestreamed and recorded and may appear on our 
church website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel. 

These recordings are used to share worship with those who are unable to attend in person and       
to extend the ministry and welcome of Church of the Pines beyond our walls. Photos or video           
excerpts from recorded worship services may also be used in church-produced materials. 

Cameras are positioned to focus on worship leadership and the congregation as a whole. If you 
have questions about livestreaming or recorded worship, please contact the church office. 
Livestreamed services allow those who are homebound or traveling to remain connected to wor-
ship. 

If youôre visiting for the first time, we invite you to join us for worship at Church of the Pines.  
Youôll find a warm, welcoming community, meaningful worship, and a place where you can feel     
at homeðwhether youôre exploring faith or simply looking for a church family. Come as you are. 
Thereôs a place for you here.  

 ~ On-street parking is available, with two public parking lots located across the street 

     from the church.                                                                                                                                      

 ~ Friendly greeters and ushers are available to assist you and your family.                                      

 ~ A Welcome Center is located at the back of the sanctuary with helpful information for   

     guests.                                                                                                                                                                

 ~ A child-friendly room is available for families with young children, if needed.                  

 ~ Activity bags for children are available during worship.                                                              

 ~ The sanctuary is audio-loop equipped, and hearing devices are available.                                      

 ~ Free coffee is available before and after the worship service. 

We look forward to welcoming you.                                                                                            

For more information, please visit www.umchurchofthepines.org. 

Worship at Church of the Pines 

 To watch worship services online: 

 
What to expect when you arrive:           

https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html
http://www.umchurchofthepines.org
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Prayer & Worship Life               

If you are making a prayer 
request on behalf of another 
person, please make sure 
you have received their              

permission prior to making 
the prayer request. 

Contact the church office with questions.                                                                
office@umchurchofthepines.org                           

or call 715-356-3041. 

Altar Flowers 

¢ƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŀƭǘŀǊ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅτǘƘŜȅ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘ 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 

CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜΣ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀǝπ
ǘǳŘŜΦ CƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻǊ 
ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘΦ 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ 
ƳŀǧŜǊǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ Ŏƻƴǝƴπ
ǳŜǎτǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴπ
ǘƻ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ 
ŀǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘŜƴŘŜǊΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳπ
ƛƴƎτŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǾȅ Řŀȅǎ 
ƻǊ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƧƻȅǎΦ Lƴ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦ 

wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ !ƭǘŀǊ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ 

¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ {ǳƴπ
Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ нлнс ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊπ
ǎƘƛǇΦ !ƭǘŀǊ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ƙƻƴπ
ƻǊ ƻǊ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊπ
ǎŀǊȅΣ ōŀǇǝǎƳΣ ƻǊ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜΦ hƴŜ ƅƻǿŜǊ ŀǊπ
ǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊπ
ǝŎǳƭŀǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜōπ
ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦǳƳŎƘǳǊŎƘƻƊƘŜǇƛƴŜǎΦƻǊƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴ ƻƴ-ƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǎŜǊπ
Ǿŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

! ƘŜŀǊǜŜƭǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ-ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ       
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ                           

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜΦ 

tǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ  ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
ǿǿǿΦǳƳŎƘǳǊŎƘƻƊƘŜǇƛƴŜǎΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ  ǎŜƭŜŎǝƴƎ 
άtǊŀȅŜǊ wŜǉǳŜǎǘǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜ ƳŜƴǳΦ  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǝƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
ǿǿǿΦǳƳŎƘǳǊŎƘƻƊƘŜǇƛƴŜǎΦƻǊƎΦ hǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘƻ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ vw 
ŎƻŘŜ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŀȅπ
ŜǊ wŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ Ŏŀƭƭ 
ǳǎ ŀǘ тмр-орс-олпм ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜπ
ǉǳŜǎǘΦ 

tǊŀȅŜǊ wŜǉǳŜǎǘ hǇǝƻƴǎΥ                                                 

- tǊŀȅŜǊ [ƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ                                       
- tǊŀȅŜǊ [ƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ tƛƴŜ /ƘƛǇǎ  
 ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ                                                                   
- tǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ                                          
- tǊŀȅŜǊ 9-[ƛǎǘ όŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
 ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
 ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜύΦ 
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Care & Support  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Glass of Water                         

 

A professor entered his 

classroom with a glass of 

water. He raised the glass of water. 

Everyone in the room expected the 

ñhalf empty or half fullò question. In-

stead, to everyoneôs surprise, the 

professor smiled and inquired: ñHow 

heavy is this glass of water?ò  

The answers ranged from 8 oz. to 15 

oz. 

ñI need to weigh it to know exactly 

how much it weighs. But the ques-

tion, I really want you to answer is ï 

what if I held the glass up for a mi-

nute?ò asked the professor. 

ñNothingò all the students answered. 

ñBut what if I hold it for an hour?ò 

asked the professor. 

ñYour arms will start aching,ò an-

swered one of the students. 

ñYou are right! But what if I held it up 

for a whole day?ò 

ñYour arms will feel numb, your mus-

cles will be stressed and you may 

even get paralyzedò a student said. 

ñYou are right!ò exclaimed the profes-

sor. ñSo, what should I do to avoid 

the pain?ò 

ñKeep the glass 

down,ò answered a 

student. 

ñExactly!ò said the 

professor. He con-

tinued, ñIn all the 

cases the weight of the glass remains 

the same. But, the longer I held it up, 

the heavier it became. The stress 

and worries in life are like the glass of 

water. If you think about them for a 

while, nothing happens. Think about 

them for longer; they will start hurting. 

Think about them for even longer, 

you will feel stress and be paralyzed.ò 

It is important to think about the prob-

lems in life. But you should not carry 

the stress long enough that it begins 

to ache and paralyze your life. It is 

important to let go of your stresses. 

Donôt carry your stress all day and al-

ways remember to put the glass 

down before you go to 

bed!                                                    

          - anonymous 

 

If you are carrying a lot of stress, a 

Stephen Minister can help by listen-

ing to you, supporting you and pray-

ing with you. Call Holly Nash, Ste-

phen Leader, at 715-356-6861 for 

more information. 



The Menôs Breakfast at Church of the Pines is more than 
just a meal ð itôs a time for friendship, encouragement, 
laughter, and meaningful conversation. Men of all ages 
are invited to gather on Thursday, June 25, at 8:00 a.m. 
for a delicious breakfast and an opportunity to connect 
with one another in a welcoming and relaxed setting. 

Whether you are a longtime member of Church of the 
Pines, new to the area, or simply looking for a place to 
enjoy good company and uplifting conversation, you are 
warmly invited to attend. The Menôs Breakfast offers a 
wonderful opportunity to build friendships, share stories, 
and support one another in faith and daily life. 

Whether you enjoy sewing, quilting, knitting, 
crocheting, crafting, or simply spending 
time with friends, Between Friends is a 
wonderful place to connect and create to-
gether. Join us on Tuesday, June 23, from 
9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for a relaxed and 
welcoming day of conversation, creativity, 
laughter, and fellowship. Bring a project to 
work on ð or just come enjoy the friendship 
and coffee. All are welcome!  
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Life Together 

 C O N N E C T  C A R D S  

Everyone is invited to fill out a CONNECT CARD 
at each worship service. Cards are available in the 
bulletin and on tables at the back of the sanctuary. 
They help us connect with guests, keep contact 
information up to date, and stay in touch. You can 
also check in by scanning the QR code or, if wor-
shiping online, completing the online CONNECT 

card or sharing your name in the chat. 

Our WELCOME CENTER is located at the back of 
the sanctuary, where guests can find more infor-
mation. Greeters and ushers are always available 

to help and answer questions. 

Have something to share? Donõt waitñsend it in! 

Weôre looking for: Events & ministry updates; Photos 
from church activities; Volunteer opportunities; Mis-
sion news & needs; Faith stories or reflections; Cel-
ebrations & milestones. If it informs, inspires, or 
connectsñsubmit it! Help us tell the story of 

Church of the Pines.   
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Life Together 

 

hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /hbb9/¢ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŜŜƴΣ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΣ ǊŜƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ 
ƴŜǿ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ [ƻǾŜέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΣ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀπ
ǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ мм ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ мп ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ фу /hbb9/¢ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ τ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƻũŜŜΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ 
ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦ 

¢ƘŜ /hbb9/¢ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ ƻǊ 
ŀƭƻƴŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀπ
ǝƻƴΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŎǝǾƛπ
ǝŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴŎŜ ŘƛŘΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ /hbb9/¢Σ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎŀǇǎ ōȅ 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 
ǿŀȅǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΣ 
/hbb9/¢ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
ƻƊŜƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΦ aŀƴȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎΣ ƘŜŀǊ 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ƘŜŀǊǜŜƭǘ ǿŀȅΦ 

/hbb9/¢ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ Lǘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ τ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƭƻƴŜƭƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭΣ ƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀπ
ǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ {ŀǊŀ YƻȊŜƭǳƘ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝō IŀǊǊƛǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
/hbb9/¢ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǳǊƛǎƘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ /hbb9/¢ Ǿƛǎƛπ
ǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΥ WƻŜ !ǳƎƛǧƻΣ 
{ǳŜ 5ŀƳǎƪŜΣ 5Ŝō IŀǊǊƛǎΣ {ǳŜ IŜƴƴƛƴƎΣ ±Ŝƴǳǎ IƛƭƎŀǊǘΣ 5ŀǾŜ YƻȊŜƭǳƘΣ {ŀǊŀ YƻȊŜƭǳƘΣ .ƻō bŀǎƘΣ 
ŀƴŘ wƻǎŀƭƛŜ ²ƛŘǎǘǊŀƴŘΦ ̧ ƻǳǊ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŀǎǝƴƎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 

!ǎ /hbb9/¢ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦ 
¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ {ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƎƛƊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻũŜǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ŀ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜπ
ƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀǧŜǊΦ                                                                      /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

 

CONNECT: One Year of Caring, Friendship, and Faith  
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CONNECT: One Year of Caring, Friendship, and Faith 

Life Together 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ /hbb9/¢ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΚ hǊ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ /hbb9/¢ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ {ŀǊŀ 
YƻȊŜƭǳƘ ŀǘ тмр-пун-плуфΣ 
ŘǎƪƻȊŜƭǳƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ 5Ŝō IŀǊǊƛǎ ŀǘ тмр-нрл-
мсолΣ ƘŀǊǊƛōƻōϪƴŜǿƴƻǊǘƘΦƴŜǘΦ 

!ǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ²Ŝ 
DǊƻǿ ς wƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ƻǾŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 
/hbb9/¢ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƎǊƻǿ 
ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ τ ƻƴŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜΦ 

 

 

From the leftð(Top row): Sara Kozeluh, Deb Harris, Sue Damske, (Middle row): Sue Henning, Venus 
Hilgart, Rosalie Widstrand (Bottom row): Dave Kozeluh, Bob Nash, and Joe Augitto. 

 

Welcome Our New Lay Leader: Gretchen Voigt  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴ ±ƻƛƎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ [ŀȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴπ
ƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƘŜǊ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǎ [ŀȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊΦΦΦŀƎŀƛƴΗ 
DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ [ŀȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ нлму-нлмфΦ {ƘŜ ōǊƛƴƎǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƛƊǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳπ
ƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

άL ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ 
[ŀȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΥ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 
                                                   - DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴ ±ƻƛƎǘ 
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Life Together 

   

 

Strawberry Sunday at Church of the Pines 

One of Church of the Pinesô sweetest 
summer traditions is back! 

Join us on Sunday, June 28th following 
the worship service, for our annual 
Strawberry Sunday Picnic in the Ministry 
Center. Gather with friends, old and new, 
for a delicious meal, wonderful fellow-
ship, and a celebration of a tradition that 
has been part of our church history of 
generations. 

The Menôs Group will prepare and serve 
hamburgers, brats, and hot dogs. And 
yes...dessert will feature strawberries, 
angel food cake, and ice cream!  

Everyone is invited to bring a salad or 
side dish to share. A free-will offering 
basket will be available to help offset the 
meat costs. 

Strawberries and ice cream have been a 
part of Church of the Pines gatherings 
since the 1890s, and ñStrawberry Sun-
dayò became an annual tradition begin-
ning in 1990. Weôre excited to continue 
this fun and meaningful celebration once 

again this summer! 

Please RSVP online by going to our 
church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org                          
use the QR code below. You can also 
RSVP on the sign-up sheets located on 
the Information Table in the Ministry Cen-
ter. 

Come celebrate summer, fellowship, and 
Church family together. Thereôs a place for 
you at church of the Pines! 

 

 

June ornament project is making                         
cinnamon dough ornaments. 
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Mission & Impact 

 

!ǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎΣ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƛƴ 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ǿŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ Ƨƻƛƴǎ 
ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳπ
ƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎΣ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƻǳǘπ
ǊŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘƻǇŜΣ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘπ
ŜǊǎΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜτƻƴŜ ƳŜŀƭΣ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ŀ 
ǝƳŜΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  

Grow & Give Garden 

¢ƘŜ DǊƻǿ ϧ DƛǾŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻƻŘ 
ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ CǊŜǎƘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻπ
ŘǳŎŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜƭŀƴŘ 
tŀƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇπ
ǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŀōǳƴπ
ŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜƭŀƴŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΚ LŦ ǎƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǿ ϧ DƛǾŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ {ŀǊŀ YƻȊŜƭǳƘΣ YŀǊŜƴ /ŀƭŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ /ŀƭŘŜǊΦ 
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǎ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜΦ IŜƭǇ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǿŜŜŘƛƴƎΣ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǝƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴǘǊȅΦ 

¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ŀǊŀ YƻȊŜƭǳƘ ŀǘ тмр-пун-плуф 
ƻǊ ŘǎƪƻȊŜƭǳƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŜǊǊȅ WƻǊƎŜƴǎŜƴ ŀǘ тмр-орс-олпмΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ 
ƻŶŎŜϪǳƳŎƘǳǊŎƘƻƊƘŜǇƛƴŜǎΦƻǊƎ 
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 Grow a Row ï Share the Harvest 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŎŜ 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜƭŀƴŘ tŀƴπ
ǘǊȅΩǎ DǊƻǿ ŀ wƻǿ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜτŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛπ
ǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘΣ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƻ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ .ȅ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ 
ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǊƻǿτƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŜȄǘǊŀ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎτƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳπ
ǊƛǘȅΦ 

DŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛǎ ŜŀǎȅΗ 

{ǘŜǇ мΥ [Ŝǘ ¦ǎ Yƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ 
{ǘƻǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ¢ŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 
ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΦ 

{ǘŜǇ нΥ DǊƻǿ ŀ wƻǿΧƻǊ ¢ǿƻ ƻǊ ¢ƘǊŜŜΗ 
tƭŀƴǘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎΩ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ ! 
ōƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǊŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΦ 

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻπ
ŘǳŎŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǝƳŜ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŘǳŎŜ [ƻƎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǿ ϧ DƛǾŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜƭŀƴŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
ǘǿƛŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿŜƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇǊƻπ
ŘǳŎŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΚ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǝƭƭ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΗ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƻƴ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎτŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘτǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜΦ 

¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜπ
ŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅτƻƴŜ ǘƻƳŀǘƻΣ ŎǳŎǳƳōŜǊΣ ȊǳŎŎƘƛƴƛΣ ƻǊ ōŜǊǊȅ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜΗ 
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 Change for Hunger 
- Small Change. 

Big Impact. 

At Church of the 
Pines, one of the 
ways we live Christôs 
love and support our 
Special Mission Fo-
cus of increasing food 
security is through our 
ongoing Change for 
Hunger ministry. 
Throughout the year, 
members and friends 
of the congregation 
are invited to collect 

spare change and place their offerings in the Change for 
Hunger containers during worship services. While the 
donations may seem small, together they make a mean-
ingful impact in the fight against hunger in our communi-
ty. 

Funds collected through Change for Hunger help sup-
port organizations and programs that provide food and 
assistance to individuals and families experiencing food 
insecurity. Every coin, dollar, and gift shared helps bring 
hope, nourishment, and compassion to our neighbors in 
need. 

Our 2026 goal is $1,500, and thanks to your generosity, 
we have already raised $698.03ð46.5% of our goal as 
of May 12! Thank you to everyone who has contributed 
and helped make a difference through this ministry. 

This time it was Caesar salad and garlic bread. The salad was 
delivered by Mary to St. Matthias so it would be fresh. To 
make things simple it was the prepackaged salad with all of 
the ingredients. (Mary said the price difference was not that 
much and this was more efficient).  
 

Then back to the Church of the Pines to make the garlic 
bread. Loaves of French bread were cut vertically, buttered, 
seasoned with garlic salt and Parmesan cheese. Each half 
loaf was wrapped in foil, all ready to bake at St. Matthias. Plus 
any bars that were dropped off at the church are taken over. 
Mary does all of this solo. 
 

So after Mary arrives at St. Matthias she starts to help with the 
set up. At this point, the volunteers who have signed up come 
into play. Duties include setting the tables, displaying desserts, 
making beverages and deciding on an efficient serving strate-
gy, plus any other miscellaneous tasks that come up. 
 

Closer to mealtime Mary starts making the salads and putting 
the garlic bread in the oven. At mealtime, everything is ready 
to be served by the volunteers and enjoyed by the guests. 
After everyone is finished eating, Mary and volunteers start to 
help with the clean up. Dishes need to be washed and put 
away. Tables need to be wiped down. Floors need to be 
swept. Leftovers are distributed to anyone who cares for them. 
Extra desserts are taken to the Minocqua Police Department. 
Mary stays until all the tasks are complete and the lights are 
turned off. 
 

Mary took over Tom's Community Table about 8 years ago 
when Dennis and Lonnie Harrison moved away. She had been 
involved for a few years prior. Most people are not aware of 
the work Mary puts in behind the scenes to make this beloved 
community event the success it is. 
 

Mary is the magic. Thank you Mary for all of your dedication 
and hard work. You are thought of fondly and respected. You 
will be missed. 
 

When asked about how they felt about Mary, the comments 
were nothing but positive. 
 

Janice Peckels, Faith Free Tom's Community Table Coordina-
tor: "Mary is our rock. She is so chill. Her sense of humor gets 
her through. She is capable and a problem solver. She never 
hurts anyone's feelings. We will miss her. " 
 

Deb Schillinger, St. Matthias Tom's Community Table Coordi-
nator: "Mary does so much service work. You just see her 
everywhere doing good. She is very active and kind hearted. 
She is very talented and knows how things need to be 
run. She is always smiling, likable and organized. Such a joy 
to be around " 
 

Louise Caroselli, Long-time Clean Up Volunteer: "Mary got me 
involved by getting my mother Jeanne Van Order involved." 
 

Patty Frandy, Long-time Volunteer and Dinner Guest: "Mary is 
ever faithful." 
 

Tom Frandy, Long-time Volunteer and Dinner Guest: "When 
Mary asks you for help you just can't say no." 

Anyone who has helped with Tom's Community Table has 
seen how well organized it is. We sign our names on the sign
-up sheet. We know our jobs and when to be at St. Matthi-
as. Everything is pretty well set to prepare for the guests. 
Why is that? 

First, Mary Fasse gets together with her fellow coordinators 
for the other host churches. Faith Free in May and Septem-
ber and Northwoods Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Sep-
tember. They decide on the menu and which congregation 
will provide what items to serve. 

The day of the serving the prep work begins. In the morning, 
Mary goes to the store and gets what is needed for Church of 
the Pines to make and bring.  

The Magic of Tomôs Community Table                                    
Written by Sue Shapiro 
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Above, you can see a photo of some of the people from 
Church of the Pines who participated in last yearôs Food 
for Kidz.  

This year, Food For Kidz Northwoods is gearing up for 
another incredible day of service and community impact 
on Saturday, October 24, 2026, at Lakeland Union High 
School in Minocquaðand Church of the Pines is excit-
ed to be part of it once again! 

This yearôs event will benefit 23 area food pantries and 
backpack programs, helping provide nutritious meals to 
local children and families facing hunger. Organizers 
are hoping to package an amazing 300,000 meals this 
yearðwhich would mark the millionth meal packaged 
through Food For Kidz Northwoods! To reach this excit-
ing milestone, 600 volunteers are needed. 

We are thrilled that Bob Schuld and Pastor Mark will 
once again serve as team captains for two Church of 
the Pines teams as volunteers work together assem-
bling rice meal bags during two shifts: 
Å 9:00ï11:00 a.m. and Å 11:30 a.m.ï1:30 p.m. 

Last yearôs teams brought tremendous energy, laugh-
ter, teamwork, and compassion to the event, and our 
captains are hoping to welcome back many familiar fac-
es this year. Whether you have participated before or 
are looking for a meaningful way to serve for the first 
time, Food For Kidz is a fun and powerful opportunity to 
make a real difference in the lives of hungry children 
and families right here in the Northwoods. 

And this year, we hope to grow even more! Church of 
the Pines would love to add a third team, but we need 
one or two volunteers willing to step forward as addi-
tional team captains. If you enjoy encouraging others, 
organizing a team, and helping our church live out 
Christôs love through service, please consider becoming 
a captain for our new team. 

Registration and additional information will be coming 
soon, so watch the Pine Chips and Weekly Update for 
details. Letôs come together once again to help feed our 
neighbors and celebrate this incredible milestone year 
for Food For Kidz Northwoods! 

 

The Lakeland Pantry will once again host the annual 
Bear Cupboard Run on Saturday, June 27, 2026, at 
Torpy Park in downtown Minocqua. This popular 
Northwoods event brings runners, walkers, families, 
and volunteers together for a wonderful cause ð sup-
porting the Lakeland Pantry and helping fight food in-
security in our community. 

The Bear Cupboard Run offers something for every-
one, including a Half Marathon, 5K Run/Walk, and the 
Kids Cubbie Run for children ages 9 and under. The 
Half Marathon begins at 7:15 a.m., the Kids Cubbie 
Run starts at 7:45 a.m., and the 5K Run/Walk begins 
at 8:10 a.m. Most of the race takes place along the 
scenic Bearskin Trail, making it one of the most beauti-
ful summer runs in the Northwoods. 

In addition to runners and walkers, many volunteers 
are needed to help make this event successful. Volun-
teers assist with a variety of important tasks, including 
race-day registration, set-up, water stations, directing 
runners, handing out refreshments, and clean-up. Vol-
unteer opportunities are available both the day before 
the race and on race day itself. Volunteers receive a 
Bear Cupboard Run T-shirt as a thank-you for their 
support. 

Several members and friends of Church of the Pines 
have volunteered for the Bear Cupboard Run through 
the years. Marilyn Remien and Sue Damske have 
faithfully volunteered for many years, and Holly Nash 
joined the volunteer team for the first time last year. 
They would be happy to share about their experiences 
and encourage others to become involved in this 
meaningful community event. 

Registration for runners, walkers, and volunteers is 
now open. While organizers encourage people to reg-
ister early, race registration fees increase after June 5 
for some events. 

To register to volunteer, visit: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080D4CACAF2BA0F85-61838594-2026#/ 

 


