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At Church of the 

Pines, we offer 

everyone an     

opportunity to 

come to know the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

and to grow in a 

committed            

relationship with 

God.                

We are Living 

Christõs Love to 

make and grow 

disciples of Jesus 

Christ to love and 

serve the world 

through                   

community,             

spirituality, and 

generosity. 

March 2026   

tLb9 /ILt{  

            

           

Did you get Pine Chips in your email? 

 Not only is the monthly Pine Chips sent to our church community via email, but we also have weekly announcements and events 
emailed and posted online.  

Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org. 

Living Christõs Love 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ                                        
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ 

Inside this issue: 

Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m.                                                                                   
In-person and Livestreamed                                                  
on Facebook and YouTube                                      

 

Reflective 

Honest 

Transformative 

Hope-filled 
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Pastorôs Reflection 

 

As March arrives and winter begins its slow retreat from 
the Northwoods, we find ourselves deep in our Lenten 
journey. The ice shows its first signs of weakness, day-
light lingers longer, and something stirs within usða call 
to renewal and hope. 

This month, The Way of Love: From Ashes to Resurrection takes us through power-
ful Gospel encounters where Jesus meets real people with real strugglesða curious 
Pharisee, a woman at a well, a man born blind, and grieving sisters. These stories of 
transformation still speak to us today. 

March Worship: 

March 1 ï Transformed by New Birth (John 3:1-17) ï Nicodemus seeks Jesus by 
night. What does it mean to be reborn? 

March 8 ï Thirsting for Living Water (John 4:5-42) ï Jesus offers a Samaritan 
woman water that truly satisfies. What are we thirsting for? 

March 15 ï Seeing and Believing (John 9:1-41) ï A blind man receives sight. 
Where do we need God to open our eyes? 

March 22 ï Resurrection Hope in the Midst of Loss (John 11:1-45) ï Lazarus dies. 
Jesus weeps. Hope breaks through in the darkest valley. 

March 29 ï Palm/Passion Sunday (Matthew 21:1-11, Luke 22-23) ï From hosan-
nas to the cross. Holy Week begins. 

Thursday Noon Lenten Study 

Join us Thursdays at noon through March 26 as we explore Amy-Jill Levine's Enter-
ing the Passion of Jesus. Whether you're new to Bible study or have been studying 
Scripture for years, this accessible study helps us see Holy Week with fresh eyes. We 
ask good questions, reflect honestly, and walk this Lenten path together. 

Lent isn't about having all the answersðit's about living the questions: Where do I 
need to be reborn? What am I thirsting for? What am I blind to? Where have I given 
up hope? Jesus invites us to bring these questions into the light, not to shame us, but 
to heal us and make us whole. 

As we move through March, caught between winter's end and spring's promise, may 
we trust that God is at work in all the in-between places. This Lent, we don't walk 
alone. We walk with Christ, and with each other, on the way of loveða path that leads 
through death to resurrection. 

In Christ's love, 

Pastor Mark Gilbert 
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Mission Focus 2026: Your Next Step 

 

 Generosity Grows Generosity 
 

Mission Focus 2026 
 
Every week in our community, someone 
quietly wonders how they will provide the 
next meal. 
 
A parent studies a nearly empty                   
refrigerator. 
A senior counts dollars at the grocery 
store. 
A child arrives at school without breakfast. 
 
Most of us never see those moments. But 
they happen close to home. And they hap-
pen across the world. 
 
Mission Focus 2026 calls us to respond. 
 
This year, we will focus on food security 
through learning, serving, and giving. We 
will strengthen local partnerships. We will 

step into hands-on opportunities. We will support ministries that extend beyond our region. 
Together, we will turn concern into action. 
 
When you volunteer, you do more than pack food or serve a meal. 
 
You ease stress for a parent. 
You protect dignity for a senior. 
You create stability for a child. 
 
And something shifts in you, too.                                                                                                                         
Service deepens faith.                                                                                                                                    
It builds connection.                                                                                                                                          
It reminds you that generosity creates real change. 
 
No single act solves hunger. 
But consistent, faithful action changes outcomes. 
 
Mission Focus 2026 invites you to take one step. 
 
Choose one opportunity. 
Commit to one event. 
Say yes when you see the need. 
 
Generosity grows generosity. 
Let it grow through you. 

ñYour next step starts now.ò 

How to Get Involved 
 

Engagement in 2026 is simple and intentional. 
 

You can: 

1. Choose a hands-on opportunity that fits   
   your schedule and strengths. 

2. Commit to at least one event or ongoing   
   role. Consistency multiplies impact. 

3. Step into leadership. Encourage others and 
   help coordinate volunteers. 

4. Support financially or through needed                
   donations. Every gift strengthens the           
   mission. 
 

Participate in learning opportunities                     
to understand the root causes of food insecurity  

and advocate for change. 
 

The Missions Team will communicate              
opportunities throughout the year. Watch for           

updates. Say yes when you see one that fits you. 
 

Do not wait for the perfect moment.                        
Take the next available step TODAY! 
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Worship & Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Month at Church of the Pines  

March Worship 

Second Sunday in Lent - March 1                                                          

Transformed by New Birth 

John 3:1ï17 and Psalm 22:23ï31  

We explore how Jesus invites Nicodemus ð 

and us ð into rebirth and transformation. 

Godôs promise is bigger than our limitations. 

In worship, we find hope beyond failure, 

openness to change, and Godôs invitation into 

abundant life. 

Third Sunday in Lent - March 8                                    
Thirsting for Living Water 
John 4:5ï30, 39ï42 and Psalm 95                                                                              
Jesus offers ñliving waterò to the thirsty soul. 
This passage invites us to recognize deep spir-
itual thirstðfor meaning, belonging, love, and 
truthðand to drink deeply of Christ.  

Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 15                                        
Seeing and Believing 
John 9:1ï41  
This story powerfully illustrates physical and 
spiritual sight. We are invited to reflect on 
where God is opening our eyes to see clearly - 
with empathy, clarity of vision, and action.  

Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 22                                      
Resurrection Hope in the Midst of Loss 
John 11:1ï45 
We face loss and hope together. Lazarusô story 
is raw ð grief, delay, tears ð and yet it blos-
soms into resurrection hope. Godôs presence 

in suffering, community lament, and offers 
hope that transcends despair. 

Palm Sunday - March 29                                              
Join us as we begin Holy Week with Palm 
Sunday ð the day we remember Jesusô trium-
phant entry into Jerusalem. With palms raised 
and hearts open, we celebrate Christ as King 
while also preparing for the sacred journey to-
ward the cross.  

Maundy Thursday - April 2                       
On Maundy Thursday, we gather for a quiet 
and meaningful service remembering Jesusô 
last supper with His disciples. This sacred 
evening invites us to reflect on Christôs com-
mandment to love one another and on the 
depth of His sacrificial love.  

Good Friday - April 3                                
Good Friday is a solemn and powerful time of 
worship as we remember the suffering and 
sacrifice of Christ on the cross. In scripture, 
silence, and prayer, we pause to consider the 
depth of Godôs love revealed in Jesusô willing 
sacrifice.  

Easter - April 5                                    
Christ is risen! On Easter Sunday, we gather in 
joyful celebration of the resurrection of Jesus 
and the victory of life over death. With music, 
praise, and proclamation, we rejoice in the 
hope that defines our faith. Easter is a beauti-
ful day to invite a friend or neighbor ð all are 
welcome as we celebrate the promise of new 
life together. 

You are always welcome to worship with us at Church of the Pines. 
March leads us deeper into Lent ð a time of reflection, repentance, and renewal ð as we prepare 

our hearts for the joy of Easter. Each week, we gather to remember Christôs sacrifice, to    
strengthen our faith, and to rediscover the hope that carries us forward. 

Please join us as we journey together toward the cross ð and the empty tomb. 
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Staying Connected & Informed 

Winter Weather Cancelation Policy 

Sunday Morning Worship  

For severe winter weather, cancelation of the 
Sunday Worship service will be considered 
when there is dangerous ice and when there 
is a winter storm warning. 

A decision to cancel worship services during a 
winter storm will be made no later than 6:00 
p.m. on Saturday evening. A mass email and 
phone call will be made to the church mem-
bership, and a special notification will be sent 
via MailChimp to everyone who subscribes to 
our church Weekly Updates. Notifications will 
also appear on our Facebook page and sent 
to local television stations that provide can-
celation notices for church activities. 

Weekday Church Activities                                    
and Office Hours 

Children, Youth, and Family ministries will be 
canceled if schools are closed or if after 
school activities are canceled. Parents will be 
notified via email. 

The Church office and other church adult min-
istries will be closed at the discretion of the 
pastor and/or the Chair of the related ministry, 
based on safety. Appropriate forms of commu-
nication will be used to inform the congrega-
tion. 

Everyone is invited to fill out a CONNECT 
CARD at each worship service. Our CON-
NECT CARDS are made available to every-
one who attends Sunday morning worship 
services. The cards are inserted in the bulle-
tins and are available on the back tables in 
the sanctuary. Using CONNECT CARDS is 
an easy way to help us connect with guests 
and visitors better and more efficiently with 
accurate contact information. CONNECT 
CARDS also provide a way for church mem-
bers and others to quickly update their con-
tact information. And for those who have 
smartphones, a QR code can be scanned to 
electronically check in. Our online worshipers 
are invited to also complete our online CON-
NECT card or type your name in the com-
ment or chat section. 

Our WELCOME CENTER for guests and 
visitors is located at the back of the sanctu-
ary, where more information can be found 
about Church of the Pines and ways to be 
connected to the church. Greeters and ushers 
are available to answer questions and help to 
make guests feel welcome. 

C O N N E C T  C A R D S  

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
April 6, in celebration of Easter. 

As we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, may your heart be filled with the 
peace, hope, and new life that Easter brings. 
May the promise of the empty tomb remind 
you that God is always at work ð bringing 
light from darkness and life from what 
seemed lost. 

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed 
and joyful Easter season. 
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~ YouTube: Watch Sunday worship services on the Church of the Pines YouTube channel:    
https://www.youtube.com/@umchurchofthepines 
 
~ Facebook Live: Livestreams are available on the Church of the Pines Facebook page:       
https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/ 
 
~ Church Website: Recorded worship services may also be viewed at:                                      
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html 

Please be aware that worship services are livestreamed and recorded and may appear on our 
church website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel. 

These recordings are used to share worship with those who are unable to attend in person and       
to extend the ministry and welcome of Church of the Pines beyond our walls. Photos or video           
excerpts from recorded worship services may also be used in church-produced materials. 

Cameras are positioned to focus on worship leadership and the congregation as a whole. If you 
have questions about livestreaming or recorded worship, please contact the church office. 
Livestreamed services allow those who are homebound or traveling to remain connected to wor-
ship. 

If youôre visiting for the first time, we invite you to join us for worship at Church of the Pines.  
Youôll find a warm, welcoming community, meaningful worship, and a place where you can feel     
at homeðwhether youôre exploring faith or simply looking for a church family. Come as you are. 
Thereôs a place for you here.  

 ~ On-street parking is available, with two public parking lots located across the street 

     from the church.                                                                                                                                      

 ~ Friendly greeters and ushers are available to assist you and your family.                                      

 ~ A Welcome Center is located at the back of the sanctuary with helpful information for   

     guests.                                                                                                                                                                

 ~ A child-friendly room is available for families with young children, if needed.                  

 ~ Activity bags for children are available during worship.                                                              

 ~ The sanctuary is audio-loop equipped, and hearing devices are available.                                      

 ~ Free coffee is available before and after the worship service. 

We look forward to welcoming you.                                                                                            

For more information, please visit www.umchurchofthepines.org. 

Worship at Church of the Pines 

 To watch worship services online: 

 
What to expect when you arrive:           

https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html
http://www.umchurchofthepines.org
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Prayer & Worship Life               

The flowers placed on our altar do more than 
brighten the sanctuaryðthey quietly touch hearts. 
They remind us that Godôs love is not only some-
thing we speak about, but something we can also 
glimpse and feel through simple beauty, care, and 
presence. 

For some, altar flowers are offered in gratitude. 
For others, they are given in memory or in honor 
of someone deeply loved. Either way, they become 
a gentle sign that every life matters, every story is 
held, and love continuesðsometimes in ways we 
canôt fully put into words. 

As we worship together, these flowers serve as a 
quiet blessing. They help create a space that feels 
tender, meaningful, and welcomingðespecially 
for those carrying heavy days or quiet joys. In a 
season when we reflect on Christôs love, altar 
flowers become one small way that love is           

made visible among us. 

Reserve Your Sunday for                         
Altar Flowers 

You are invited to reserve one or more Sundays in 
2026 to provide altar flowers for worship. Altar 
flowers are a beautiful way to honor or remember 
a loved one, or to celebrate a special occasion 
such as a birthday, anniversary, baptism, or mile-
stone. One flower arrangement is placed on the 
altar each Sunday. 

If you would like to sponsor flowers on a particu-
lar Sunday, please go to our church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org for more infor-
mation and to complete an on-line reservation 
form. 

 

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone             
who provided flowers and                         
plants this past year.                            

 

Thank you for helping us fill our sanctuary with 
beauty, remembrance, and praise. 

 

Prayer requests 
can be made by  
going to our 
church website at 

www.umchurchofthepines.org and        
selecting ñPrayer Requestsò on the 
homepage menu.  

There are a number of options available 
for requesting prayers. To ensure your 
prayer request is shared according 
to your wishes, please consider 
making your request online on our 
church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org.    
Or you can use your smartphone camera 
to scan the QR code below, which will 
take you to the Prayer Request form. 

If you do not have access to the internet, 
call us at 715-356-3041 to make a prayer 
request. 

Prayer Request Options:                                                 

- Prayer List in the Weekly Update                                       
- Prayer List in the monthly Pine Chips  
 newsletter                                                                   
- Private prayer for the Pastor only                                          
- Prayer E-List (an email is sent to a list 
 of people who will pray for you or 
 your loved one). 

 

 

 

If you are making a prayer 
request on behalf of another 
person, please make sure 
you have received their              

permission prior to making 
the prayer request. 

Contact the church office if                                      
you have questions.                                                                

office@umchurchofthepines.org                           

Altar Flowers 
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Care & Support  

  

We Celebrate with You 

Join the Stephen Ministers, Ted and Gretchen Voigt, and the   

Stephen Leader, Holly Nash, in celebrating the 20th anniversary 

of the Stephen Ministerôs March 12th, 2006 commissioning. The 

flowers on the altar on Sunday, March 15, are in honor of our  

Stephen Ministry program. 

Stephen ministers do not replace pastors, but help to share in the churchôs   

ministry of caring. They free the pastor to do what only he/she can do as the 

Stephen Ministers can devote much more time to an individual with special 

needs. By having trained lay persons, the pastor can have reassurance that 

people are receiving quality care. 

Stephen Ministers receive many benefits in addition to the fact they are helping 

others by spreading Godôs love. Stephen Ministry moves them beyond ñitôs the 

pastorôs jobò mindset and helps them in their own spiritual growth. The skills 

they learn help them in other ministries, committee work, and their personal and 

work lives.  

The Stephen Ministry team wants to thank the congregation for their support 

and encourage you to seek out a Stephen Minister if you are facing difficulties 

by contacting Holly Nash at 715-356-6861 or through the church office. 

 
 

From the left: 

Holly Nash                                               

Ted Voigt                                                 

Gretchen Voigt 
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Care & Support  

 

       Stephen Ministry in Action  
                    Comments shared by people throughout                

   the world who have received care from a Stephen Minister 

The care and support I received from my 

Stephen Minister was every bit as im-

portant to my recovery as the excellent 

medical care I received from the doctors 

and nurses. This is truly a life-giving minis-

try.                                                      Tom 

Iôve heard the phrase ñthe peace of God 

that passes all understandingò many times 

in church. My Stephen Minister has helped 

me experience that peace in a very real, 

very heartfelt way.                             Anne 

Iôm so glad I accepted my pastorôs offer to 

match me with a Stephen Minister. I was 

reluctant at first, but my pastor was right: 

Having someone I could regularly meet 

with and talk to really did make a differ-

ence.                                                 Tony 

Within five minutes of meeting my Stephen 

Minister, I knew she was right for me. She 

listens and caresðnever judging or criticiz- 

ing me. She has shown me Godôs uncondi-

tional love, something I had never fully ex-

perienced before.                 Sarah 

When you first hear the word cancer, you 

wonder if youôre going to die. My Stephen 

Minister couldnôt fix or change that. But  

she let me share my fears, anxieties, and 

concerns with her. I knew I could always 

count on herðI wasnôt alone.          Maria 

Life is so chaotic right now that I donôt know 

much for certain. But I do know that my 

Stephen Minister is there for me and pray-

ing for me. And Iôve also come to realize 

that (even though I donôt always feel it) God 

is there too and really is at work in my life.                  

                           Earl 

My Stephen Minister listensðreally listens. 

I never realized how helpful and healing 

such a simple act can be.            Michelle 

My Stephen Minister was there during the 

darkest of timesðpatiently listening and 

trying to understand my pain. Looking 

back, I can clearly see how my Stephen 

Minister kept me connected to God when I 

was falling away.                            Nathan 

Copyright É 2009 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis. All rights reserved. Representatives of a congregation have permission to photocopy this document for use within their congregation to build support for Stephen Ministry. 

Stephen Ministries Å 2045 Innerbelt Business Center Drive Å St. Louis, MO 63114 Å (314) 428-2600 Å www.stephenministries.org 

 
If you need a Stephen Minister call Holly Nash, 

our Stephen Leader at 715-356-6861.                                                               
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 When Memory Changes Touch the Ones We Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life Together 

Keenagers Potluck & Program ï 
Wednesday, March 18 at Noon 
Church of the Pines ï Ministry Center 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, 
March 18 at noon and plan to join us in 
the Ministry Center for another enjoyable 
Keenagers gathering. 

We always have a great time when Bart Ko-
tarba, Wildlife Educator for the 
Northwoods Wildlife Center, joins us to 
share his knowledge about our local ani-
mals. Over the years, Bart has brought en-
gaging programs on butterflies, frogs, tur-
tles, hawks, and many other fascinating 
creatures. He combines education with en-
thusiasm, and every time we walk away hav-
ing learned something new. 

If you enjoy discovering more about the 
wildlife that surrounds us here in the North-
woods, you wonôt want to miss this program. 

We will begin with a potluck meal at 
noonðplease bring a dish to pass. The pro-
gram will follow. If you would like to attend 
the program only, plan to arrive around 
12:30 p.m. 

Everyone is invited. Whether you come reg-
ularly or have never attended before, you 

will feel right at home. Bring a friend, invite 
a neighbor, and come ready to learn some-
thing new. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
baked, packed, and delivered 
Valentine cookies this year. 
Your time, creativity, and gener-
ous hearts brought so much joy 
to those who received them. See-
ing the smiles and knowing we 
were able to share a little extra 

love made it all worthwhile.  

Iõm so grateful for each of you 
who helped make this ministry 

possible. 

              With heartfelt thanks, 

            Sarah Stewart 

A Note of Thanks 

 
Information for the April Pine Chips newsletter, includ-
ing details about upcoming events, meetings, and calen-

dar dates, can be submitted by Friday, March 13. 

Please be sure to include event descriptions, times, loca-
tions, and any special announcements you would like 
included. Early submissions are always appreciated and 
help ensure accurate and complete coverage of your 

ministry activities. 

Thank you for helping us keep our church family informed 

and connected! 
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Life Together 

CONNECT is a ministry of Church 
of the Pines that fosters friendship 
and meaningful connections within 
our congregation. Through simple 
visits and conversation, members 
build relationships and help one 

another feel welcomed and cared for. 

If you would like to become a CONNECT visitor or 
receive a visit, please contact Sara Kozeluh at 

dskozeluh@gmail.com or call 715-482-4089. 

Thereôs a place for you here ð and CONNECT helps 

make it feel like home. 

Menôs Breakfast meets Thursday, 

March 26 at 8:00 a.m.                       

at Holiday Caf® in Woodruff. 

 

Great food, great conversation, and a 

great way to connect.  

Come when you can ð thereôs always 

room at the table!  

Bring a guest!  

Come and 

spend part 

or all day 

with 

Friends. 

Bring you 

lunch and 

craft, sew-

ing, quilt-

ing, knit-

ting, or 

crocheting 

project...or just yourself and enjoy friendship 

and  conversation at Between Friends. 

Weôre looking forward to our second gathering of Christ-
mas Crafters for a Cause as we continue creating hand-
made items for the December United Women in Faith 

Craft Sale. 

Whether you can join us for the entire day or just for a 
few hours, your time and creativity are welcome! If you 
plan to stay over the noon hour, please bring your lunch 
and enjoy a relaxed time of fellowship while we craft to-

gether. 

Working on a different project? Feel free to bring it along! 
This is a wonderful opportunity to share ideas, inspire 
one another, and enjoy the joy of creating ð all while 

supporting a meaningful cause. 

We hope youôll join us! 
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Mission & Impact 

  Generosity Growing Generosityð 
Introducing Our 2025 Mission Focus Impact Report 

 
Over the past several weeks, we have been reflecting in worship on what God has grown 
among us through our 2025 Special Mission Focus on increasing food security. Now, we in-
vite you to take a closer look. 
 
The following pages share the story of what was accomplished ð meals provided, volunteer 
hours offered, partnerships strengthened ð but more importantly, they tell the story of who 
we are becoming together. 
 
In 2025, generosity did not pause. It grew. 
 
Week after week, coins dropped into Change for Hunger cans. Volunteers showed up to pack 
meals, grow produce, prepare food, and build relationships. Gifts were given faithfully and 
joyfully. What may have seemed like small acts became something much larger ð hope for 
neighbors near and far. 
 
As you read this report, we encourage you to look beyond the numbers. See the faces. Hear 
the sounds. Imagine the families who sat down to meals because someone at Church of the 
Pines chose to give or serve. 
 
This report is not simply a summary of the past year. It is a reminder that faith becomes visi-
ble when it is lived. It is a testimony to what happens when a church family commits to living 
Christôs love in practical and consistent ways. 
 
And perhaps, as you read, you may sense an invitation ð an invitation to continue growing, 
serving, learning, and giving together in the year ahead. 
 
Church of the Pines is living Christôs love. 
And there is a place for each of us in this story. 

Faith in actionðneighbors serving neighbors. 

In 2025, Church of the Pines witnessed something deeply faithful and profoundly hopeful: 
generosity did not stopðit grew. 

As we continued our Special Mission Focus of increasing food security, one act of generosity 
led to another. Compassion rippled outwardðreaching neighbors close to home, strengthen-
ing our wider community, and extending across the world. What began as faithful giving be-
came a shared movement of care, service, and hope. 

 

Mission Focus Impact Report 2025 

United Methodist Church of the Pines  

Generosity Growing Generosity 
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Mission & Impact 

  

 
 

Celebrating Our Impact 

Through learning, serving, and giving, the people of Church of the Pines lived out Christôs 
love in tangible ways. 

In 2025, the congregation contributed $12,897 toward food security effortsðproviding the 
equivalent of 51,588 meals for people facing hunger. These gifts supported partners both 
locally and globally, including Lakeland Pantry, Vilas Food Pantry, Food for Kids, Midwest 
Missions, Rooted and Rising in Milwaukee, and the Mujila Falls Agricultural Center in Zam-
bia, Africa. 

  57                                           
Volunteers Engaged 

   932                                       
Volunteer Hours                              

$12,897                                  
Given 

51,588                                  
Meals Provided 

The Power of Time and Presence 

Just as powerful as financial gifts was the gift of time. 

In 2025, 57 volunteers of all ages served in a wide variety of waysðpacking food, growing 
produce, preparing meals, supporting community events, and building relationships. Togeth-
er, the congregation shared 932 volunteer hours, an extraordinary commitment of energy, 
care, and faith. 

Measured in economic terms, that service represents a value of more than $32,000. Meas-
ured in spiritual terms, its value is found in dignity restored, hunger eased, and community 
strengthened. 

As generosity grew, so did spirituality and community. People learned more about hunger, 
served more boldly together, and discovered that generosity itself is a spiritual practiceðone 
that shapes hearts, deepens faith, and builds relationships. 
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Mission & Impact 

  When Generosity Grows, Faith Grows                                                                                      

What we celebrate most is not only what was given, but what is growing among us. 

In 2025, generosity deepened across the life of the church. Participation increased.                   
Connections expanded. Faith was put into action. 

We saw generosity grow as:                                                                                            

¶ The Change for Hunger offering exceeded expectations 

¶  A matching gift challenge was metðand surpassed 

¶  More people stepped forward to serve regularly 

¶  Mission giving became a shared joy rather than an obligation 

Generosity is not just something we doñit is something God grows in us. 

Looking Ahead with Hope                                                                                                 

The impact of 2025 is not an endingðit is a foundation. 

As we look to 2026, we are invited to continue building on what God is already growing 
among us. The seeds planted this year will continue to bear fruit as we remain faithful, atten-
tive, and generous. 

Whether through prayer, service, learning, or giving, there is a place for everyone in this on-
going story. 

Church of the Pines is living Christõs loveñand there is a place for you in this story. 

SPECIAL MISSION FOCUS                                                                                                        

To increase food security in our community and throughout the world. 

Change for Hunger. Sometimes the smallest gifts make the biggest differ-
ence. Every Sunday morning, we have the opportunity to bring our loose 
change and place it in the Change for Hunger cans during the offering. 
What may seem like a handful of coins becomes a powerful act of compas-
sion when we give together. In 2025, we surpassed our original goal of 
$1,000 ð raising an incredible $2,132.44! These funds were donated to the 
Lakeland Pantry to help provide food for our neighbors facing food insecuri-
ty. Because of your generosity, shelves were stocked and families were sup-
ported. Change for Hunger continues in 2026. Please remember to bring 
your coins each Sunday and add them to our cans. Together, our small 
change continues to create a lasting impact. Nicole Bruette & Patty Frandy 
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Mission & Impact 

   

 
 

Welcoming Our Neighbors: A Faith Perspective on Immigration 

In collaboration with the Church of the Pines, United Women 
in Faith (UWF) is hosting a virtual (Zoom) presentation on April 11, 8:30 ï 12:30, 
entitled Welcoming our Neighbors: A Faith Perspective on Immigration - 
Education and conversation grounded in faith, human dignity, and understanding 
immigration in Wisconsin and beyond. 
 
We choose to be a light in this time of uncertainty by gathering our community to learn 
about the issues and concerns surrounding immigration and to provide an opportunity 
for discussion.  

The Wisconsin Conference of United Women in Faith has arranged for speakers with 
expertise in the subject to present accurate and thought-provoking information. Attor-
ney Grant Sovern, Board President of the Community Immigration Law Center, will 
discuss immigration in Wisconsin and explain the right to due process for everyone, 
including people accused of being deportable. Rev. Breanna Illene, ordained in the 
United Methodist Church and Director of Ecumenical Innovation and Justice Initia-
tives at the Wisconsin Council of Churches, will discuss how congregations can take 
action on immigration in their own communities. No matter where we live, we have 
neighbors that may be targeted. 

We encourage everyone in our 
church family to attend this free 
educational event. Invitations will 
be extended to churches and rele-
vant organizations in our area. 
RSVPôs to the church office are re-
quested by April 6. Registration 
forms specific 
to United 
Women in 
Faith mem-
bers ($10 reg-
istration fee) 
will be availa-
ble at the 
event.  

 "While we do not believe churches should affiliate with 
particular political parties, we do encourage churches to 
speak out boldly on social issues from a gospel perspec-
tive. We further believe churches have a right and respon-
sibility to educate and equip their members to be effective 
advocates for justice in the wider world." (Book of Disci-
pline 202012024, Government Responsibilities, A., Church 
and Society)  

A FREE Community Program               
Saturday, April 11, 2026                    
8:30 am - 12:30 p.m.                          
Church of the Pines - Ministry 
Center  

Sponsored by:                                                       
United Women in Faith,                         
in collaboration with                         
Church of the Pines  

RSVP by April 6, 2026                             
Refreshments Provided 
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Mission & Impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! April 12th following worship. 

Come hungry ð and come ready to make a difference! 

Our upcoming Breakfast for Blessing Bags is a won-
derful opportunity to gather as a church family for deli-
cious food and meaningful mission. Immediately fol-
lowing worship, weôll head to the Ministry Center to 
enjoy a generous spread of baked breakfast casse-
roles, pancakes, muffins, juice, and coffee ð lovingly 
organized by Venus Hilgart, with the help of many 
wonderful volunteers. 

But this breakfast is about more than great food and 
fellowship. 

A free-will offering basket will be placed on the food 
table, inviting donations to help underwrite the cost of 
supplies for assembling Blessing Bags (rice meal 
packets) for next year. On Wednesday, April 8th, our 
youth ð along with several adults ð will assemble 
these meal packets, which will then be delivered to 
Midwest Mission for distribution wherever food is 
most urgently needed. 

Your participation matters. 

Every pancake servedé 
Every casserole sharedé 
Every offering placed in the basketé 

Helps fund nourishment provided to someone facing 
food insecurity. 

There will be an opportunity to donate breakfast food 
items. Watch for sign-up sheets on the Information 
Table in the Ministry Center if youôd like to contribute. 

This is one of those beautiful Church of the Pines mo-
ments ð good food, joyful fellowship, and funds for 
hands-on mission, all in one morning. 

Tomõs Community Table                                           
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 | 5:00 p.m. 
St. Matthiasô Episcopal Church 

Tomôs Community Table is more than a meal ð it is a 
place of welcome, dignity, and connection. 

On Tuesday, March 10 at 5:00 p.m., our community is 
invited to gather at St. Matthiasô Episcopal Church for this 
special shared meal. While the menu has not yet been 
announced, one thing is certain: everyone who walks 
through the door will be greeted with warmth and hospi-
tality. 

Tomôs Community Table reflects the heart of our Mission 
Focus on food security. It provides nourishment for the 
body ð and just as importantly, nourishment for the soul. 
Around these tables, neighbors meet neighbors. Conver-
sations happen. Stories are shared. Laughter rises. No 
one is asked to prove a need. No one is made to feel dif-
ferent. All are simply welcomed. 

Attending makes a difference. 

For some, it means relief at the end of a long day. 
For others, it means companionship in a season of loneli-
ness. 
For all, it is a reminder that community matters and that 
no one should have to face life alone. 

Whether you come to enjoy a meal, to connect with oth-
ers, or simply to be present, your presence helps 
strengthen the fabric or our wider community. In gathering 
together, we live out Christôs call to love our neighbors in 
tangible ways. We hope you will join us on March 10th. 
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Women in Mission & Fellowship 

United Women in Faith is about more than meetingsðitôs about connection, 
purpose, and making a difference together. Whether youôve been involved for 
years or are curious about joining for the first time, there is a place for you. 
Come when youôre able, bring a friend, and see where you might feel at 
home. 

March Thank Offering: Thanks be to God for the promise of spring. We know itôs coming! Say 
thank you with 30 cents in your thank offering. 

Circle Meetings:                                                                                                                                                             
Dawn Circle: Thursday, March 3rd, at 10:00 a.m. in the Ministry Center.                                          
Deborah Circle: Wednesday, March 11th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Ministry Center. Patty Frandy 
serves as host. The Circle members plan to assemble birthing kits for Midwest Mission. Reminder: 
Bring the items you signed up to bring.                                                                                                               
Esther/Martha Circle: Tuesday, March 3rd, at noon at Sarah Stewartôs home.                                
Lydia Circle: Thursday, March 12th, at 9:30 a.m. in the Ministry Center.                                          
Ruth Circle: Wednesday, March 11th, at 12:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center. 

Upcoming Events:                                                                                                                                       
Social Action Day, April 11th - Sue Shapiro is chairing a watch party event. Refer to page 15 of 
this newsletter for more information.                                                                                                                                                               
General Meeting - April 22nd - 10:00 a.m. int the Ministry Center. Pat Bechtel will organize the 
program and Dawn Circle hosts the meeting.                                                                                               
Spring Rummage and Bake Sale - April 28 - May 1 - Pat Bechtel and Sue Shapiro are the new 
co-chairs of the sale. 

Thank you to all who helped with the Valentine Cookies project. It was another fabulous United 
Women in Faith project. Thank you to the Esther Martha Circle for coordinating the project. 

Help Make the                         
Spring Rummage & Bake 

Sale a Success! 

¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ               
wǳƳƳŀƎŜ ϧ .ŀƪŜ {ŀƭŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΗ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ōŀƪŜ 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƪŜ ǎŀƭŜΣ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ 
ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŎƭŜŀƴ-ǳǇ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ 

9ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ τ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊΦ  

²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ             

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΗ 
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Happy birthday to . . . 

March 2    

March 3  

March 5   

March 6  

March 12 

March 17 

March 17 

March 17 

March 17 

March 19 

March 20 

March 22 

March 26 

March 27 

March 31 

Kelli Sarver            

Jaime Jorgensen 

Sue Claflin         

George Douma   

Bonnie Noonan   

Julie Coy             

Erin Jorgensen 

Lynn Romleski 

Chris Sarver            

Bob Van Order   

Carli Capacio     

Dick Theile         

Tom Frandy           

Sarah Stewart     

Jodi Capacio 

Blessings to you on your special day! 

Celebrating & Living Our Faith 

Happy anniversary to . . . 

March 22  Liz Stone & Dick Theile 

VISION - Living Christôs Love                    
MISSION - To make and grow disciples   

of Jesus Christ to love and                      
serve the world. 

CORE VALUES 

COMMUNITY                                         
Growing closer to God, one another, and 
all our neighbors.  

SPIRITUALITY                                              
Increasing our awareness of and respon-
siveness to the presence of God in our 
lives.  

GENEROSITY                                           
Enthusiastically sharing all that we are 
and all that we have with God and the 
world. 

SPECIAL MISSION FOCUS                       
To increase food security in our               

community and throughout the world. 

All are welcome here. 

At Church of the Pines, we are a faith 
community striving to embody the love of 
Christ in our community and throughout 
the world. We seek to express Christôs 
love through worship, fellowship,      

study, and service. 

As a United Methodist congregation, we 
embrace our Wesleyan heritage,          

especially in doing all the good that we 
can and seeking to do no harm.  

We believe that everyone can help share 
Christôs love with the world. 

There is a place and opportunity for you 
at Church of the Pines. 

If you are celebrating your birthday or    
anniversary in March and your name is not 
listed, contact the church office so we can 

update our records.                    
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Generosity & Stewardship 

 
 

 

NEXT STEPS: IF YOU HAVE MADE A 
GIFT, THANK YOU!                                                                                                             

If you are still exploring, speak with your            
advisors.                                                                                               

Contact the church by phone at 715-356-3041 or 
by email at                                                                         

office@umchurchofthepines.org to arrange for a 
confidential consultation                                                        

with a member of the Endowment Committee.  

Thank you for investing in the      
future of Church of the Pines!  

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ƎƛƊǎ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tƛƴŜǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΥ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘƻ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
vw ŎƻŘŜΤ ǘŜȄǘ άƎƛǾŜέ ǘƻ уоо-ору-лптнΦΤ ǳǎŜ !/I ό!ǳǘƻƳŀǝŎ /ƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜύ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΤ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
ǿǿǿΦǳƳŎƘǳǊŎƘƻƊƘŜǇƛƴŜǎΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DL±9 ōǳǧƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴπ
ƛŎ ƎƛƊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜōƛǘ ƻǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΤ ŘǊƻǇ ƻũ ƻǊ Ƴŀƛƭ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ tΦhΦ .ƻȄ мппΣ aƛƴƻŎǉǳŀΣ ²L рпрпуΣ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛƊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

Why Donate to the Endowment Fund                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Endowments provide a means for sustaining those 
things you care about, forever! Like many churches 
today, Church of the Pines has experienced income 
shortfalls due to declining membership. Your gift will 

help sustain the United Methodist                         

Church of the Pines for future generations! 

Gift Designations & Recognition                                                                                              
The Endowment Fund can receive both directed and 
non-directed gifts. A directed gift, where the donor 

designates its specific use, must be a minimum of 
$10,000. Non-directed gifts can be of any amount.                                      

A permanent display honors gifts with Bronze 
($5,000+), Silver ($25,000+), Gold ($50,000),                                                      

and Platinum ($100,000+) designations.                        

Your gift can remain anonymous. 

]féf ]ШƣŸШƣőĲШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ÖŰŔƣĲĬШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
9őƨƖĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШÂŔŰĲƚ 

Scan the QR code to 
make an online gift. 

On UMCOR Sunday, March 15th, we support the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), our denomi-

nationôs disaster response and humanitarian ministry. 

Gifts given on this day help cover UMCORôs administra-
tive costs, ensuring that 100% of future disaster re-
sponse donations go directly to relief efforts. Your gener-
osity makes it possible for the Church to respond quickly 

and compassionately when crisis strikes. 

A special offering will be received during worship on 
March 15. Please note UMCOR Sunday on your check 
or envelope. You may also give online at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org or text ñgiveò to 833-358-

0472 and select UMCOR. 

Thank you for helping bring hope and healing to commu-
nities in need. 

http://www.umchurchofthepines.org


 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1                                
Second Sunday of 
Lent                               
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship / Commun-
ion 10:30am -   
Coffee Fellowship 

2                         
1:00pm - Prayer 
Shawl (Pine Room)  

 

3                              
12:00 - 1:30pm - 
Esther/Martha Circle 
(Sarah Stewartôs 
home)                            

 

4                              

                                

5                                 
10:00 a.m. - Dawn 
Circle (Ministry Center) 
12:00 p.m. - Lent Study 
(Ministry Center)                    

6                                 7                          

8                               
Third Sunday of 
Lent                       
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship               
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 

9                             
1:00pm - Missions 
Committee 
(Ministry Center)                        

10                              
5:00pm - Tomôs Com-
munity Table (St. 
Matthiasô Episcopal 
Church)            

              

11                                
12:30pm - Ruth Circle 
(Ministry Center)          
6:00pm - Deborah 
Circle (Ministry Center) 

           

12                                
9:30am - Lydia Circle 
(Ministry Center)      
12:00pm - Lent Study 
(Ministry Center)                     

13                             14 

 

15                             
Fourth Sunday of 
Lent                     
UMCOR Sunday  
Stephen Ministry 
20th Anniversary                      
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship               
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship  (Ministry 
Center)  

16                                   17                             
7:00pm - Ministry 
Council (Ministry 
Center)                        

18                           19                               
12:00pm- Lent Study 
(Ministry Center)               

                          

20                             21 

22                            
Fifth Sunday of 
Lent                                
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship                
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center)  

23                                    24                                
9:30am - 3:00pm - 
Between Friends 
(Ministry Center)   
9:30am - 3:00pm - 
Christmas Crafters 
(Ministry Center)                   

25                               26                                 
8:00am - Menôs Break-
fast (Holiday Café)                              
9:00am - Trusteesô 
Meeting (Library)                      
12:00pm - Lent Study 
(Ministry Center)                           

 

27                                      28                              

29                           
Palm Sunday     
9:00 am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship              
10:30amðCoffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center) 

30 31     

Have something for the Pine Chips? Email the church at office@umchurchofthepines.org. To have information included in the       
April Pine Chips, Weekly Updates, bulletin inserts, Facebook, worship  announcements, or bulletin board postings,                   

please submit the information by March 13th. Call the Church Office at 715-356-3041 with questions. 

There are times when we are away from the office, so it is a good 
idea to call in advance to ensure someone is available to assist you.                        

Call 715-356-3041. 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday; 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Visit us on Instagram at:                                                                                                                    
https://www.instagram.com/Churchofthepinesminocqua/ and                                                               

Threads at https://www.threads.net/@churchofthepinesminocqua 

Looking Ahead 
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Financial Snapshot 

                       
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF THE PINES 

FINANCE REPORT 
AS OF JANUARY 31, 2026 

 
                                                         January          Year          Incr (Decr) Versus 
                                                           Actual          Actual              Year Budget 
Income 
Operating *                                         32,512         32,512                    ( 7,438) 
Reserve Fund                                     (   564)         (   564)                   ( 1,475) 
Endowment Fund                                        0                  0                             0 
Total Income                                     31,948         31,948                   ( 8,913) 
  
Expenditures 
Pastor **                                               8,585            8,585                    (   347) 
Worship                                                   792               792                    (   428) 
Nurture                                                      32                 32                    (   160) 
Outreach                                                     0                   0                    (   167) 
Finance & Administration                     5,866            5,866                    (   246) 
Facilities Operation & Maintenance     3,090            3,090                    (   126) 
Capital Improvements Fund                 3,587            3,587                            0 
Youth Fund                                                 0                   0                            0 
Missions Fund ***                                    872               872                           2 
Reserve Fund                                          152               152                           2 
Conference Apportionment ****                  0                   0                            0 
Total Expenditures                           22,976         22,976                   ( 1,470) 
 
Net Cash Excess (Deficiency)           8,972           8,972                   ( 7,443) 
 
Total Available Funds 1-31-26                           205,439 
 
*     Prepaid Pledges of 25,060 were included in January Operating Income 
**    Includes Salary, Benefits, Expenses 
***   Includes Special Sundays 
**** 2026 Assessment is 34,572 

 
Net cash excess (income minus expenditures) for 1 month is 8,972, which is 7,443 worse 
than the approved operating budget. 
 
Reserve Fund Income is the change in the investment value at our other Morgan Stanley ac-
count.  This can be an income or loss depending on the markets. 
Endowment Fund Income is only the amount of income from the dedicated Morgan Stanley 
account that is transferred to the checking account for expenditures. 

 

Stay connected by visiting                      
us on Facebook.                                                                               

https://www.youtube.com@umchurchofthepines                          
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Leadership & Staying Connected 

Church Staff & Leadership       

Pastor Mark D. Gilbert, ext. 4                        
pastor@umchurchofthepines.org  

Church Administrator:                                  
Merry Jorgensen, ext. 2                                  

office@umchurchofthepines.org    

Custodian:                                            
Rudy Vlosak                                               

vlosak59@gmail.com  

Co-Lay Leaders:                                                 
TBD 

Staff-Parish Relations                       
Committee Chair:                                    

Bryce Berklund                  
1234bhhs@gmail.com  

Ministry Council Chair:                         
Chris Sarver                                               

chrissarver17@gmail.com  

Trustees Chair:                                                             
Jerry Weber                                                  

jerryweber727@outlook.com                                                               

Finance Chair:                                                 
Bob Schuld, bob.pat1@frontier.com  

Treasurer:  Pat Bridges                                 
patbridges622@gmail.com  

Stephen Ministry Leader:                                               
Holly Nash, nashholly@yahoo.com 

 

Office Hours                                      
Monday - Thursday - 9 am - 5 pm  

Friday -  9 am - Noon                                  

There are times when we are away from 
the office, so it is a good idea to call in 
advance to ensure we are available to 

assist you. Call 715-356-3041.  

If youôd like to receive Pine Chips and our Weekly Update 

by email, we invite you to subscribe. These communications 

share upcoming events, worship information, and stories from 

the life of our churchðhelping you stay connected whether 

youôre with us every week or from time to time. 

How to subscribe: 

To subscribe to the monthly newsletter and Weekly Update, 

visit our church website at 

www.umchurchofthepines.org and click on Newsletters 

from the drop-down menu. 

Fill out the form located under UMCOP Updates. 

You may also subscribe by sending an email to 

office@umchurchofthepines.org. 

Paper copies of the Pine Chips will continue to be available. 

Become a Facebook AMBASSADOR 

by FOLLOWING  us on Facebook, 

Liking and Sharing our posts! 

http://www.umchurchofthepines.org


Page 23 

Leadership & Staying Connected 

Ministry Council Highlights 

February 17, 2026 Meeting 

The Ministry Council met on February 17 in person and via Zoom, opening with scripture, 
prayer, and a shared reading of the churchôs Vision, Mission, and Special Mission Focus 
statements. 

Ministry Council members gave thanks for several meaningful February efforts: 

¶A well-attended Keenagers gathering, even during extremely cold weather, with an-
other engaging program planned. 

 
¶The Valentine Cookie Project organized by the Esther/Martha Circle, bringing joy to 
many who are unable to attend church in person. 

 

¶Deborah Circleôs Valentine card ministry, reaching homebound members and others 
through thoughtful notes included in monthly mailings. 

 

Invitation Strategy: The Council continued its focus on invitation, reflecting on why mem-
bers are drawn to Church of the Pines. Responses highlighted fellowship, kindness, love, 
comfort, and a sense of inner peace. The Council will work toward developing a clear invi-
tation statement in March to help articulate why inviting others matters ð recognizing 
that God is already at work in our lives.                                                                                                                                            

The Mission Team remains committed to its approved 2026 budget allocations for Special 
Mission Focus funding. 

Council members also began a thoughtful conversation about how the church might re-
spond should ICE activity increase in our community. This dialogue will continue next 
month, with an emphasis on understanding risks and ensuring any response reflects non-
violence and faithfulness. 

Looking Ahead: 

¶Strawberry Sunday is planned for June 28 following worship. 
 

¶Harvest Dinner will be held Saturday, November 7 (details forthcoming). 
 

Livestream Update                                                                                                                  
Due to ongoing audio challenges with our online worship services, the Council approved 
increasing the annual budget by up to $1,500 to purchase a new livestream computer to 
improve the quality of our broadcasts. 

The next Ministry Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Ministry Center. 




