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At Church of the 

Pines, we offer 

everyone an     

opportunity to 

come to know the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

and to grow in a 

committed            

relationship with 

God.                

We are Living 

Christõs Love to 

make and grow 

disciples of Jesus 

Christ to love and 

serve the world 

through                   

community,             

spirituality, and 

generosity. 

May 2026   

tLb9 /ILt{  

            

           

Did you get Pine Chips in your email? 

 Not only is the monthly Pine Chips sent to our church community via email, but we also have weekly announcements and events 
emailed and posted online.  

Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org. 

Living Christõs Love 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ                                        
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ 

Inside this issue: 

Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m.                                                                                   
In-person and Livestreamed                                                  
on Facebook and YouTube                                      

 

 

May 2026 

òAs you therefore have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, continue to walk in him, rooted 
and built up in him and established in the 

faithéó - Colossians 2:6-7 
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Pastorôs Reflection 

aƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ 5ŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ 
ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ 

CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳǎΣ ŦŜŘ ǳǎΣ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
Ǝƻǘ ƘŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ōƻǘƘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΦ 

¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ŬƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ ! ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭΣ ŀ ƴƻǘŜΣ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜΦ Lǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭΦ 

.ǳǘ L ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƳ aƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ 
DǊƛŜŦΣ ƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ 
ƛƴ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ 

²Ƙŀǘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƭƻǾŜ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ hǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōƛǊǘƘƛƴƎ ƪƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
aƛŘǿŜǎǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ Ǿǳƭπ
ƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀōƭŜΤ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƪƛǘǎ ǎŀȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΥ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇŀŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ 
ŘǊƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
τ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƭƻǾŜǎΥ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭπ
ƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

{ƻ ǘƘƛǎ aƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ 5ŀȅΣ LϥƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ τ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƭƛƪŜ 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻũŜǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 

DǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀǊƪ 
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Learning & Faith 

 

 

Together We Grow - Rooted in Christ, Growing in Love                                                    

ñWhat if everything we do is part of how we growðtogether? 

As we enter the month of May, we are invited to see something in a new way. 

What if everything happening at Church of the Pines this monthðevery gathering, 
every act of service, every moment of worshipðis part of how we grow? 

Not just individuallyðbut together. 

Rooted in Christ  

Every tree begins with rootsðhidden, unseen, yet essential. 

So it is with our life of faith. 

In May, we continue to be rooted in Christ through worship, prayer, Scripture, and 
reflection. Sunday mornings, the Upper Room, and moments of shared prayer are not 
just routinesðthey are how we are grounded, strengthened, and sustained. 

Without roots, growth is shallow.                                                                                           
With strong roots, growth is lasting. 

Growing in Love  

Growth in Christ does not stay containedðit reaches outward. 

It shows up in the way we care for one another, welcome new faces, and build mean-
ingful relationships. Itôs present in laughter around tables, in shared stories, and in 
the simple but powerful act of showing up. 

ñWe are not meant to walk this journey alone.ò 

Throughout May, youôll see this lived out in so many waysðthrough gatherings like 
Keenagers, Between Friends, Menôs Breakfast, and opportunities to connect through 
our CONNECT Ministry. These are more than eventsðthey are spaces where relation-
ships grow and community takes root. 

                                  Continued on page 4 
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Learning & Faith 

 

 
 Continued from page 3 

COMMUNITYðGrowing closer to God, one another, and our neigh-
bors. 

Community is where growth becomes visible. 

It happens when we gather for fellowship, celebrate milestones like graduations and 
birthdays, and share life together  in both joyful and meaningful ways. 

It also happens when we open our doors to othersðlike opportunities to welcome 
neighbors into our shared space. 

And as we grow closer to one another, we grow in our ability to care for our neigh-
borsðespecially those in our community. 

SPIRITUALITYðBecoming more aware of Godôs presence in our lives. 

Spiritual growth is both personal and shared. 

It happens in worship as we lift our voices together.                                                                 
It happens in Bible study and devotion.                                                                                       
It happens in prayer and quiet reflection. 

ñThe more we notice Godôs presence,                                                                          
the more we are moved to respond.ò 

In May, our worship, learning opportunities, and prayer life invite us to listen more 
closely, trust more deeply, and grow more fully into who God is calling us to be. 

GENEROSITYðSharing all that we are and all that we have. 

ñGenerosity is where growth becomes action.ò 

At Church of the Pines, we are united by a special mission focus: to increase food 
security in our community and throughout the world. 

This mission comes to life in May through hands-on opportunities like Blessing Bags, 
support for local food pantries, Change for Hunger, and partnerships that extend our 
impact far beyond our walls. 

Events like the Spring Rummage & Bake Sale and ongoing mission efforts remind us 
that every act of givingðlarge or smallðmakes a difference. 

ñEvery meal packed, every dollar given,                                                                  
every hour served together,                                                                                             
we are growing hope.ò 

Seeing May Differently 

This month is full. 

                     

                               Continue on page 5 



Page 5 

 

Learning & Faith 

 

  Continued from page 4 

Full of opportunities to gather.                                                                                                ~ 
~ To worship.                                                                                                                                      
~ To serve.                                                                                                                                         
~ To give.                                                                                                                                             
~ To grow.   

But more than thatðit is full of meaning. 

~ Worship is where our roots grow deep.                                                                                
~ Fellowship is where relationships flourish.                                                                           
~ Mission is where love becomes action. 

Every moment becomes part of something larger: Godôs work of growing love in the 
world. 

An Invitation for This Month 

So as you look through everything happening at Church of the Pines this May, consid-
er: Where is God inviting you to grow? 

In community, by showing up and connecting more deeply?                                                    
In spirituality, by seeking Godôs presence more intentionally?                                              
In generosity, by helping increase food security and sharing what you have?  

ñThereôs a place for you here.ò 

Because here, at Church of the Pinesðwe are rooted in Christ, growing in love, 
and growing together. And this month, we invite you to be part of it. 

The Upper Room  - Looking for a simple, meaningful way to stay rooted in Christ 
each day? 

The Upper Room offers a daily devotional experience that connects scripture, reflec-
tion, and prayer in a way that is both accessible and deeply encouraging. Whether 
you begin your morning with it or return to it in a quiet moment later in the day, each 
reading invites you to pause, listen, and grow in your awareness of Godôs presence in 
your life. 

In the midst of busy schedules and full days, The Upper Room provides a gentle re-
minder that even a few moments spent with God can bring clarity, peace, and re-
newed strength. Subscribing is easy! To receive your copy of The Upper Room, 

please contact the church office. You will be notified when your devotional is ready for pick-up at the 
church. If you are unable to pick up your copy, we are happy to mail it to youðjust let us know when you 
sign up. 

The Upper Room is offered free of charge as part of our commitment to support your spiritual growth. If 
you feel led, donations are always welcome and help us continue providing this resource to others. 

Take a few moments each day to be still, reflect, and grow. 
Through The Upper Room, we are reminded that even in the quietest momentsð 
God is present, and we are growing.  
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~ YouTube: Watch Sunday worship services on the Church of the Pines YouTube channel:    
https://www.youtube.com/@umchurchofthepines 
 
~ Facebook Live: Livestreams are available on the Church of the Pines Facebook page:       
https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/ 
 
~ Church Website: Recorded worship services may also be viewed at:                                      
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html 

Please be aware that worship services are livestreamed and recorded and may appear on our 
church website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel. 

These recordings are used to share worship with those who are unable to attend in person and       
to extend the ministry and welcome of Church of the Pines beyond our walls. Photos or video           
excerpts from recorded worship services may also be used in church-produced materials. 

Cameras are positioned to focus on worship leadership and the congregation as a whole. If you 
have questions about livestreaming or recorded worship, please contact the church office. 
Livestreamed services allow those who are homebound or traveling to remain connected to wor-
ship. 

If youôre visiting for the first time, we invite you to join us for worship at Church of the Pines.  
Youôll find a warm, welcoming community, meaningful worship, and a place where you can feel     
at homeðwhether youôre exploring faith or simply looking for a church family. Come as you are. 
Thereôs a place for you here.  

 ~ On-street parking is available, with two public parking lots located across the street 

     from the church.                                                                                                                                      

 ~ Friendly greeters and ushers are available to assist you and your family.                                      

 ~ A Welcome Center is located at the back of the sanctuary with helpful information for   

     guests.                                                                                                                                                                

 ~ A child-friendly room is available for families with young children, if needed.                  

 ~ Activity bags for children are available during worship.                                                              

 ~ The sanctuary is audio-loop equipped, and hearing devices are available.                                      

 ~ Free coffee is available before and after the worship service. 

We look forward to welcoming you.                                                                                            

For more information, please visit www.umchurchofthepines.org. 

Worship at Church of the Pines 

 To watch worship services online: 

 
What to expect when you arrive:           

https://www.facebook.com/churchofthepines/live/
https://www.umchurchofthepines.org/worship-videos.html
http://www.umchurchofthepines.org
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Prayer & Worship Life               

If you are making a prayer 
request on behalf of another 
person, please make sure 
you have received their              

permission prior to making 
the prayer request. 

Contact the church office with questions.                                                                
office@umchurchofthepines.org                           

or call 715-356-3041. 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers placed on our altar do more than 
brighten the sanctuaryðthey quietly touch 
hearts. They remind us that Godôs love is not 
only something we speak about, but some-
thing we can also glimpse and feel through 
simple beauty, care, and presence. 

For some, altar flowers are offered in grati-
tude. For others, they are given in memory or 
in honor of someone deeply loved. Either way, 
they become a gentle sign that every life mat-
ters, every story is held, and love continuesð
sometimes in ways we canôt fully put into 
words. 

As we worship together, these flowers serve as 
a quiet blessing. They help create a space that 
feels tender, meaningful, and welcomingð
especially for those carrying heavy days or  
quiet joys. In a season when we reflect on 
Christôs love, altar flowers become one small 
way that love is made visible among us. 

Reserve Your Sunday for                         
Altar Flowers 

You are invited to reserve one or more Sun-
days in 2026 to provide altar flowers for wor-
ship. Altar flowers are a beautiful way to honor 
or remember a loved one, or to celebrate a spe-
cial occasion such as a birthday, anniversary, 
baptism, or milestone. One flower arrange-
ment is placed on the altar each Sunday. 

If you would like to sponsor flowers on a par-
ticular Sunday, please go to our church web-
site at www.umchurchofthepines.org for more 
information and to complete an on-line reser-
vation form. 

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone             
who provided flowers and                         
plants this past year.                            

 

Thank you for helping us fill our sanctuary 
with beauty, remembrance, and praise. 

Prayer requests can be made by  going to 
our church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org and         
selecting ñPrayer Requestsò on the 
homepage menu.  

There are a number of options available 
for requesting prayers. To ensure your 
prayer request is shared according 
to your wishes, please consider 
making your request online on our 
church website at 
www.umchurchofthepines.org.    Or 
you can use your smartphone camera to 
scan the QR code below, which will take 
you to the Prayer Request form. 

If you do not have access to the internet, 
call us at 715-356-3041 to make a prayer 
request. 

Prayer Request Options:                                                 

- Prayer List in the Weekly Update                                       
- Prayer List in the monthly Pine Chips  
 newsletter                                                                   
- Private prayer for the Pastor only                                          
- Prayer E-List (an email is sent to a list  of 
 people who will pray for you or your 
 loved one). 
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Care & Support  

 

 

 

 

 

In his book, For the Tough Times, Max Lucado suggests we 

take time to look at Romans 8:13, ñIf God is for us, who can 

be against us?ò He says four words in this verse deserve 

our attention: ñGod is for us. Read slowly the phrase, óGod 

is for us.ô Please pause for a minute before you continue. 

Read it aloud, again. God is for us. Repeat the phrase four 

times, this time emphasizing each word.  

      
     God is for us. 
                                        God is for us.                         
                                                                          God is for us. 
                                                                                                             God is for us. 
 
God is for you. The maker of the universe is by your side. The all-knowing, all-
loving Father calls you His child. 
 
God is for you. Every moment 
of every day, God is for you. Yes, 
he was with you in the past, and 
yes, He will be with you in the 
future. But most importantly, 
He is with you at this very mo-
ment. No matter how you may 
feel about yourself, God is for 
you. 
 
God is for you. He is your advo-
cate and your friend. Though 
others may fail you, God will not. He wants you to have an abundant life. 
 
God is for you. He knows the number of hairs on your head. He knows every-
thing about you. He knows you better than you know yourself, and He loves you. 
 
Hold on to that promise and that reality. God loves you. 
 
If you feel unloved or abandoned by God, or know someone who feels that way, a 
Stephen Minister can help. For more information contact our Stephen Leader, 
Holly Nash, 715-356-6861. 

Used with permission from Pexels.com 

 GOD IS FOR YOU 
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Life Together 

CONNECT is a 
ministry of Church 
of the Pines that 
fosters friendship 
and meaningful 
connections within 
our congregation. 
Through simple 
visits and conversa-
tion, members 
build relationships 

and help one another feel welcomed and 
cared for. 

If you would like to become a CONNECT 
visitor or receive a visit, please contact 
Sara Kozeluh at dskozeluh@gmail.com or 
call 715-482-4089. 

Thanks! 

Have something to share?                                  
Donôt waitðsend it in! 

Weôre looking for: 

¶ Events & ministry updates 
¶ Photos from church activities 
¶ Volunteer opportunities 
¶ Mission news & needs 
¶ Faith stories or reflections 
¶ Celebrations & milestones 
 

If it informs, inspires, or 

connectsðsubmit it! 

Help us tell the story of Church of 

the Pines.   

Canôt wait to see some color in your land-
scape? Just wait a little longer. Holly Nashôs 
geraniums will be available on Motherôs Day, 
just in time for the perfect gift. Holly will start 
taking orders on April 26 (not earlier!).          

You may order: 
 

White 
Pink 
Red 
Coral 

Purple (dark) 
Lavendar 

 

Quantities are limited, so first come first 
served. E-mail Holly at nashholly@yahoo.com 
or call 715-356-6861 starting on Sunday April 
26, and state how many you want of each col-
or. Please specify if you want big plants, or 
smaller plants. We will have your order ready 
at church for pickup on Sunday, May 10, be-
tween 8:30 and 9:30 am and 10:30 ï 11:30 
am.  
 

 

Donations for the geraniums should be desig-
nated for the UMCOP landscape fund. This 
fund is used to purchase flowers for the vari-
ous containers around the outside of the 
church, as well as some shrubs and perenni-
als. Suggested donations are $12 for large 
(gallon pot) and $7.00 for smaller plants. 

Image reprinted with permission from Pexels.com 

Time for the Spring              
Geranium Sale 

mailto:nashholly@yahoo.com
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Life Together 

 C O N N E C T  C A R D S  

Everyone is invited to fill out a CONNECT CARD at 
each worship service. Cards are available in the 
bulletin and on tables at the back of the sanctuary. 
They help us connect with guests, keep contact 
information up to date, and stay in touch. You can 
also check in by scanning the QR code or, if wor-
shiping online, completing the online CONNECT 

card or sharing your name in the chat. 

Our WELCOME CENTER is located at the back of 
the sanctuary, where guests can find more infor-
mation. Greeters and ushers are always available 

to help and answer questions. 

Keenagers Potluck & Program 
& Storytime 

Youôre invited to a wonderful afternoon 
of food, fellowship, and fun at our 
May Keenagers gathering! 

Join us on Wednesday, May 20th at 
noon in the Ministry Center for a deli-
cious potluck mealðbring a dish to share 
if youôre ableðand enjoy the gift of time 
spent together around the table. 

Following the meal, we are delighted to 
welcome Kelly Raddatz, Head Li-
brarian of the Minocqua Library, 
who will present a special program, 
ñStorytime.ò Through stories that in-
form, inspire, and entertain, Kelly will 
offer a meaningful and engaging experi-
ence for all. 

Keenagers is more than a meal or a pro-
gramðitôs a place where friendships 
grow, laughter is shared, and community 
is strengthened. 

Whether you come for the food, the pro-
gram, or simply the joy of being together, 
youôll be warmly welcomed. 

Come join usðthereôs always a 
place for you at the table! 

 Menõs Breakfast - Good Food, Great Conversation  

Start your day with good food and even better company 
at our monthly Menôs Breakfast! Join us on Wednes-
day, May 28 at 8:00 a.m. at Holiday Cafe for a relaxed 
and enjoyable time of conversation, laughter, and con-
nection. Whether youôre a regular or thinking about 
coming for the first time, youôll find a welcoming group 
and a seat at the table. 

Thereôs something special about gathering over break-
fastðsharing stories, building friendships, and encour-
aging one another in everyday life. Itôs a simple but 
meaningful way to stay connected and grow together. 
No agenda, no pressureðjust good food and great con-
versation. 

Come as you are, bring a friend, and pull up a chair. 
Thereôs always room at the table! 
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Our Church Family 

   

 

A Heartfelt Thank 
You to Rudy Vlosak 

After nearly 21 years of 
faithful service, our be-
loved custodian Rudy 
Vlosak will retire at the 
end of April ð and 
Church of the Pines 
will not be quite the 

same without him. 

Rudy has been one of those irreplaceable 
people who works quietly and consist-
ently behind the scenes, making every-
thing else possible. He kept our building 
clean and cared for. He set up tables and 
arranged rooms for meetings, concerts, 
worship services, and countless other 
gatherings. He ensured that Rocking 
Horse Childcare had a safe, welcoming 
environment where children could grow 
and learn. And ð perhaps most critically 
ð he may be the only person alive who 
knows how to change the lightbulbs in 
our sanctuary's antique light fixtures. 

Twenty-one years is not a small thing. It 
is a ministry. Rudy showed up, year after 
year, doing the work that often goes un-
noticed but is never unimportant. Every 
clean floor, every arranged room, every 
well-lit sanctuary moment of worship 
happened in part because of him. We are 
grateful. 

As Rudy steps into a well-deserved new 
chapter, we want to send him forward 
with our blessing and our thanks. I in-
vite you to write him a card ð and if 
you'd like to include a gift of gratitude, 
bring or send your cards to the church 
and we will make sure they reach 
him. 

The SPRC and Trustees are already 
working together to discern how best to 
care for the building and meet the con-
gregation's needs going forward. More to 
come on that front. 

For now: thank you, Rudy. It has been an 
honor to share this building with you. 

 

 

Food for Kidz 2026                                                          

ð Our Church Family in Action 

Last fall, members and friends of Church of the 
Pines came together in a powerful way by forming 
two teams for the Northwoods Food for Kidz event. 
Side by side, we packed meals, shared laughter, 
and experienced the joy of serving others. It was 
more than just an eventðit was a meaningful ex-

pression of who we are as a church family. 

Weôre excited to share that the 2026 Food for Kidz 
event is already on the calendar for Saturday, Oc-
tober 24 at Lakeland Union High School. This year, 
our goal is to grow even stronger by forming twoñ
or even threeñteams to participate. With approxi-
mately 600 volunteers needed to pack 300,000 
meal packets, every set of hands makes a differ-

ence. 

Two volunteer shifts will again be available: 9:00 ð 

11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. ð 1:30 p.m. 

Food for Kidz is a natural extension of our churchôs 
special mission focus to increase food security 
locally and globally. Each meal packed helps 
nourish neighbors both near and far, reminding us 
that even small acts of service can have a lasting 

impact. 

As part of Our Church Family, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to serve togetherðfriends, families, and 
all agesðunited in purpose and compassion. 
Whether you participated last year or are consider-
ing joining for the first time, we invite you to be part 

of this fun, meaningful, and faith-filled experience. 

Mark your calendars now and watch for more de-
tails coming this summer. Together, we are living 
Christôs loveðone meal, one moment, one act of 
service at a time. 
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Our Church Family 

    Fast forward to 1989, when the congregation 
launched a major fundraising campaign to expand 
the church building. Once againðno surpriseð
strawberries and ice cream were part of the effort! 

In 1990, the event we now know and love as Straw-
berry Sunday was officially named. Helen Robin-
son, wife of Pastor Robinson, helped bring it to life 
as an annual tradition held after worship on the last 
Sunday of June. The event featured a brunch filled 
with delicious strawberry recipes and quickly be-
came a beloved gathering for the whole church fam-
ily. 

In recent years, Strawberry Sunday has continued 
to evolve. In 2024, it was part of our church picnic, 
celebrating the season when strawberries are at 
their peak. And in 2025, we gathered again for a 
joyful Strawberry Sunday picnicðcontinuing a tradi-
tion rooted deeply in our shared history. 

Youõre Invited! 

Now itôs your turn to be part of the story. 

Strawberry Sunday will be held on Sunday, June 
28th, following the worship service in the Minis-
try Center. 

Mark your calendar and plan to join us for this sweet 
time of fellowship. Itôs an opportunity to gather as a 
church family, remember those who came before 
us, and celebrate the simple joy of being together. 

Come enjoy one of our favorite thingsðgood food 
and great company. Weôd love to see you there! 

Strawberry Sunday:                                                          

A Sweet Tradition Continues  

Most people know that the name ñMethodistò is 
practically synonymous with foodðright? From 
potlucks to fellowship gatherings, sharing a meal 
has always been part of who we are. And here at 
Church of the Pines, two treats have been part of 
our story from the very beginning: strawberries 

and ice cream. 

Our history with these sweet favorites goes back 
more than a century. In August of 1893, an ice 
cream social was held to welcome Rev. George 
Evans, the new pastor. At the time, there was no 
church building, so gatherings took place in the 
Minocqua and Woodruff schoolhouses. Just one 
year later, the Minocqua Schoolhouse became our 

first church buildingðpurchased for $105. 

By 1894, the Womenôs Society hosted a Strawber-
ry and Ice Cream Sundae at a local bakery as a 
fundraiser. A few years later, in 1898, the ladies of 
the church organized another social featuring ice 
cream and cake, served on a vacant lot in town. 
Even in those early days, food brought people to-

gether in meaningful ways. 
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Our Church Family 

  

Many in our Church of the Pines family have 
been blessed to know Victor Sandburg, who 
has shared his musical gifts by playing organ 
and piano in our worship services over the 
past few years. 
 
Victorôs musical journey began right here at 
church as a student of Barbara Hallock, who 
has faithfully taught piano and violin lessons 
to many in our community. Starting lessons 
with Barbara Hallock at just 11 years old, 
Victor has grown into an accomplished musi-
cian and is now a senior at Lawrence Univer-
sity. 
 
As he prepares for his final organ recital on 
April 30, we are excited to celebrate this 
milestone with him! 
 
Youôre invited to a special video viewing of 
Victorôs recital: 
Sunday, May 3, 2026 
10:45 a.m. (following worship) 
Ministry Center at Church of the Pines 
 
Come experience the beauty of organ music 
and support Victor as he marks this important 
moment in his musical journey. Itôs a won-
derful opportunity to celebrate one of our 
own and be inspired by his dedication and 
talent. 
 
Thereôs a place for you at Church of the 

Pinesðwe hope youôll join us! 

Youôre Invited: A Special                  
Organ Recital Viewing  

 

 

Between Friends                                       
Youôre invited to spend a relaxing and meaningful day 
Between Friends! 

Join us on Tuesday, May 26 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. in the Ministry Center for a time of creativity, con-
versation, and connection. Whether you enjoy sewing, 
knitting, crafting, or simply visiting with others, this is a 
welcoming space to share your gifts and enjoy the com-
pany of friends. 

Bring a project youôre working onðor just come as you 
are. Thereôs always something to learn, someone to en-
courage, and plenty of laughter to go around. 

Come for the morning, the afternoon, or stay for the 
whole day. Feel free to bring your own lunch and enjoy a 
relaxed time together. 

Between Friends is more than a creative gatheringðitôs 
a place where relationships grow and community is 
strengthened. 
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Mission & Impact 

  Change for 
Hunger: Small 
Gifts, Big Im-
pact 

Each Sunday, 
youôre invited to 

place your spare change in the Change 
for Hunger cans during worship. These 
simple gifts add up to make a real differ-
ence in fighting food insecurity. 

Our 2026 goal is $1,500ðand so 
far, weôve collected $469.37. 

Every coin helps provide meals and sup-
port hunger relief efforts. 

Tomôs Community Table continues 
to be a meaningful way we share 
Christôs love through simple acts 
of hospitalityðand youôre invited 
to be part of it. 

Join us on Tuesday, May 12 at 5:00 
p.m. at St. Matthiasô Episcopal 
Church for a free community meal. 
Whether you come with family, friends, 
or on your own, youôll find a warm wel-
come, good conversation, and a place at 

the table. These monthly meals are a beautiful reminder that community is built not 
just in worship, but in shared moments of fellowship and care. 

Just as important as gathering around the table is the opportunity to serve. We are 
currently in need of a few volunteers to help make the May meal possible: 

¶ Desserts Needed: 4 pans of cake or bars 
¶ Set-Up Team: 2 people at 3:30 p.m. 
¶ Clean-Up Team: 4 people following the meal 
Whether you enjoy baking, setting the table, or lending a hand behind the scenes, your 
help makes a difference. Every roleðbig or smallðhelps create a welcoming space 
where all feel valued and cared for. 

Tomôs Community Table is more than a mealðitôs a ministry of connection, compas-
sion, and community. 

 

Tuesday, May 12 - 5:00 p.m.                        

St. Matthiasô Episcopal Church 

Menu: Baked pasta dish, Caesar salad, 

French bread, cake and bars.  

All are invited to attend this FREE meal. 

Hosts for the dinner are:                          

Church of the Pines                                        

and Evangelical Free Church  
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Mission & Impact 

 

The Lakeland Pantry needs your help. 

When families receive clothing and essential items at no cost, they can use their lim-
ited income for groceries. That simple shift helps keep food on the table. 

Right now, we are collecting: 

Å Menôs & womenôs jeans 
Å Sheets (all sizes ï no blankets or comforters) 
Å Towels 
Å Childrenôs clothes (no infant) 
Å Shoes (all sizes ï no boots) 
Å Menôs tee shirts (especially medium) 
Å Menôs lightweight jackets 
Å Large bags of dry dog and cat food 

Every item you give makes a difference. 
You reduce financial pressure. 
You help families stay stable. 
You strengthen food security in our community. 

Bring donations to the Pine Room during church hours and place them in the bin   
under the resource counter. 

Letôs show up for our neighbors. 



 

 

 

 

We are grateful to the 33 participants who joined the Zoom Social Action Day on April 11. 
It was an inspiring time of learning and connection. A special thank you to Sue Shapiro for 
organizing the event and to Merry Jorgensen for her administrative support in making it 
all come together so smoothly.  

As signs of spring begin to bloom around us, we are reminded of the beauty of Godôs crea-
tion. Take a moment to notice the flowers, the fresh air, and the new life around you. 

You are invited to give thanks by placing 20 cents in your Thank Offeringða small ges-
ture that reflects a grateful heart and supports meaningful mission work. 

Our circles are a wonderful way to connect, grow in faith, and serve together. You are always 
welcome! 

¶ Dawn Circle Thursday, May 7 at 10:00 a.m. ï Ministry Center 
¶ Deborah Circle Wednesday, May 13 at 6:00 p.m. ï Ministry Center Sue Henning will 
host. We will be assembling personal dignity bagsðplease bring your scissors! 

¶ Esther/Martha Circle Tuesday, May 5 at 12:00 p.m. ï Home of Sarah Stewart 
¶ Lydia Circle Thursday, May 14 at 10:15 a.m. ï Ministry Center 
 

Sale - Our Spring Rummage & Bake Sale is next week. We want to thank every-
one has donated, volunteered, baked, organized, and supported this event. 
Your time and generosity makes a meaningful impact and helps further our 
mission. 

Looking Ahead: Mark your calendars for our Pie Sale on June 26ða delicious way to sup-
port United Women in Faith and continue making a difference together! 
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Women in Mission & Fellowship 

 ¢I!bY ¸h¦Η L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōŀƎǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мнǘƘΦ ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ос ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
Ϸнсм ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōŀƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴπ
ŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ ƭŜƊ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΗ                                          
              Ϥ ±Ŝƴǳǎ IƛƭƎŀǊǘ 

Spring is a beautiful reminder that together we 
growðin faith, in service, and in community. 
Thank you to everyone who continues to be part of 
the meaningful work of United Women in Faith at 
Church of the Pines! 

United Women in Faith ï May Update 

Through fellowship, service, and generosity, United Women in Faith contin-
ues to live out Christôs love in powerful ways. We invite you to join us                   

ðthere is always a place for you here.                                                                                        
Together, we grow. 
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Women in Mission & Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Spring Rummage & 
Bake Sale sponsored 
by United Women in 
Faith. 
American Legion ï 126 
Front Street (across 
from the Minocqua Post 
Office) 

Join us for the Spring 
Rummage & Bake 
Saleða wonderful time 
to find great treasures, 
enjoy delicious home-
made treats, and sup-
port the mission of Unit-
ed Women in Faith. 

Sale Dates & Times: 
- Early Sale: Wednes-
day, April 29 | 4:30 p.m. 
ï 6:30 p.m. 
- Thursday Sale: April 

30 | 9:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 
- Friday Sale (Reduced Prices!): May 1 | 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

Bake Sale Favorites: 
Come hungry! You'll find a wonderful assortment of delicious homemade baked 
goodsðperfect for enjoying or sharing. And don't forget the doughnut holes, a beloved 
tradition that many look forward to year after year! And YES, the fantastic homemade 
doughnut holes will be freshly made the morning of the Thursday sale and available for 
purchase until they are sold out. 

Donation Drop-Off Information: 
We gratefully accept clean, gently used items for the rummage sale. 

Drop-Off Times: 
Å Tuesday, April 28 | 11:45 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 
Å Wednesday, April 29 | 9:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 
Drop-off location: American Legion, 126 Front Street in Minocqua (across from the 
Minocqua Post Office). 

Please ensure items are in good, saleable condition. 

Whether you're shopping, donating, or simply stopping by to connect, your participation 
supports the United Women of Faith's missions. 
For more information, visit www.umchurchofthepines.org 
or call 715-892-4410. 

Invite a friend and come discover treasures, treats, and the joy of communityðthere's a 
place for you here! 
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Blessings to you on your special day! 

Happy anniversary to . . . 

VISION - Living Christôs Love                    
MISSION - To make and grow disciples   

of Jesus Christ to love and                      
serve the world. 

CORE VALUES 

COMMUNITY                                         
Growing closer to God, one another, and 
all our neighbors.  

SPIRITUALITY                                              
Increasing our awareness of and respon-
siveness to the presence of God in our 
lives.  

GENEROSITY                                           
Enthusiastically sharing all that we are 
and all that we have with God and the 
world. 

SPECIAL MISSION FOCUS                       
To increase food security in our               

community and throughout the world. 

All are welcome here. 

At Church of the Pines, we are a faith 
community striving to embody the love of 
Christ in our community and throughout 
the world. We seek to express Christôs 
love through worship, fellowship,      

study, and service. 

As a United Methodist congregation, we 
embrace our Wesleyan heritage,          

especially in doing all the good that we 
can and seeking to do no harm.  

We believe that everyone can help share 
Christôs love with the world. 

There is a place and opportunity for you 
at Church of the Pines. 

If you are celebrating your birthday or    
anniversary in May and your name is not 
listed, contact the church office so we can 

update our records.                    

Happy birthday to . . . 

Celebrating & Living Our Faith 

May 1              

May 2                

May 3              

May 3            

May 5               

May 7                

May 7                  

May 9                 

May 11               

May 16                

May 16               

May 18             

May 19              

May 19              

May 24             

May 26             

May 30              

May 31 

Debbie Kilps            

Ben Susor                

Skip Bassett           

Ruby Rausch         

Debbie Palmatier 

Jonah Gilbert             

Barb Schuette           

Jeremy Jorgensen 

Bonnie Duffee        

Sandi Hodek           

Eric Kroening           

Kay Rhyner               

Jeff Fieck                 

June Westphal          

Ella Fieck                

Rickelle Rausch               

Jim Anderson         

John Ross 

May 6 - Perry & Barb Schuette          

May 24 - Dave & Sara Kozeluh          

May 28 - Dan & Joyce Frankfother 
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Celebrating & Living Our Faith 

 

Celebrating Our Graduates 

Graduation is a milestone filled with hard work, growth, and new begin-
ningsðand we would love to celebrate the graduates in your family! 

If you have a son, daughter, grandson, or granddaughter who is 
graduating this spring from high school, college, or a technical pro-
gram, we invite you to share their accomplishment with our church fami-
ly. 

In our June Pine Chips newsletter, we will honor our graduates by 
sharing their photos and storiesða special way for our congregation to cel-
ebrate, encourage, and support them as they step into their next chapter. 

How to Submit Your Graduateôs Information 

Please send an email to office@umchurchofthepines.org with a photo 
and the following details by May 15th. 

Graduateôs name 
¶ Name(s) of parents and grandparents 
¶ High school, college, or technical school graduation 
¶ Name and location of the school 
¶ Major/minor (for college graduates) 
¶ Future plans (college, career, service, etc.) 

A Note from Our Church Family 

Whether your graduate is heading off to college, beginning a career, or ex-
ploring what comes next, we celebrate their journey and surround them 
with our prayers and encouragement. 

We look forward to recognizing these special accomplishments together! 

Congratulations, graduates! 
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NEXT STEPS: IF YOU HAVE MADE A 
GIFT, THANK YOU!                                                                                                             

If you are still exploring, speak with your            
advisors.                                                                                               

Contact the church by phone at 715-356-3041 or 
by email at                                                                         

office@umchurchofthepines.org to arrange for a 
confidential consultation                                                        

with a member of the Endowment Committee.  

Thank you for investing in the      
future of Church of the Pines!  

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ƎƛƊǎ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tƛƴŜǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΥ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘƻ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
vw ŎƻŘŜΤ ǘŜȄǘ άƎƛǾŜέ ǘƻ уоо-ору-лптнΦΤ ǳǎŜ !/I ό!ǳǘƻƳŀǝŎ /ƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜύ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΤ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
ǿǿǿΦǳƳŎƘǳǊŎƘƻƊƘŜǇƛƴŜǎΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DL±9 ōǳǧƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴπ
ƛŎ ƎƛƊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜōƛǘ ƻǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΤ ŘǊƻǇ ƻũ ƻǊ Ƴŀƛƭ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ tΦhΦ .ƻȄ мппΣ aƛƴƻŎǉǳŀΣ ²L рпрпуΣ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛƊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

Why Donate to the Endowment Fund                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Endowments provide a means for sustaining those 
things you care about, forever! Like many churches 
today, Church of the Pines has experienced income 
shortfalls due to declining membership. Your gift will 

help sustain the United Methodist                          

Church of the Pines for future generations! 

Gift Designations & Recognition                                                                                              
The Endowment Fund can receive both directed and 
non-directed gifts. A directed gift, where the donor 

designates its specific use, must be a minimum of 
$10,000. Non-directed gifts can be of any amount.                                      

A permanent display honors gifts with Bronze 
($5,000+), Silver ($25,000+), Gold ($50,000),                                                      

and Platinum ($100,000+) designations.                        

Your gift can remain anonymous. 

]féf ]ШƣŸШƣőĲШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ÖŰŔƣĲĬШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
9őƨƖĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШÂŔŰĲƚ 

Scan the QR code to 
make an online gift. 

 
Generosity & Stewardship 

Peace with Justice Sunday invites us to renew our 
commitment to transforming the world through justice, 
compassion, and reconciliation. Through this special 
offering, we support ministries that work to reduce vio-
lence, advocate for human rights, and build lasting, sus-
tainable solutions for peaceðboth in our communities 
and around the world. Together, we can inspire peace, 
pursue justice, and share Christôs love in powerful ways. 

You can give online at www.umchurchofthepines.org 
by selecting Peace with Justice in the dropdown menu, 
or participate during worship service that morning. 

Together, we can inspire peace, pursue justice, and 
share Christôs love in powerful ways.  

http://www.umchurchofthepines.org


  

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

                              

                                

                                1                            
9:00am-Noon                 
Rummage & Bake 
Sale (American         
Legion)  

2                          

3                                
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship /          
Communion            
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center) 10:45am - 
Victor Sandberg 
VideoðRecital 
(Ministry Center) 

4                       
1:00pm - Prayer 
Shawl (Pine Room)                          

5                           
12:00pm - Esther/
Martha Circle (Sarah 
Stewartôs home) 
6:00pm - Key Leaders 
(Library) 

              

6                               

           

7                                
10:00am - Dawn Circle 
(Ministry Center)  
6:30pm - Railroad Club 
(Rms. 127, 128)                        

8                                
5:30pm - Odd Couples 
(Northfork Fin & Filet 
with dessert in the 
Ministry Center)                     

9                              

 

10                          
Motherõs Day                        
8:30-9:30am - Pick 
up Geraniums                                                                         
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship               
10:30am - Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center)                  
10:30-11:30am - 
Pick up Geraniums 

11                       
1:00pm - Missions 
Team (Ministry 
Center)                                 

12                           
5:00pm - Tomôs Com-
munity Table (St. 
Matthiasô Episcopal 
Church)                   

13                             14                           
10:15am - Lydia Circle 
(Ministry Center)   
6:30pm - Railroad Club 
(Rms. 127, 128)                                      

                          

15                            16                                     
12:00 pm - Wedding 

17                            
9:00am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship                
10:30am -  Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center)  

18                                    19                          
7:00pm - Ministry 
Council (Ministry 
Center)                            

20                          
11:00am - Keenagers 
Set Up                 
12:00pm - Keenagers 
(Ministry Center)                

21                              
5:30pm - Turn the Page 
Book Group (Pine 
Room)                 
6:30pm - Railroad Club 
(Rms. 127, 128)                                                                 

22                                     23                                   
10:00am-12:00pm - 
Interlochen Woods 
Association Meeting 
(Ministry Center)                          

24                          
9:00 am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship              
10:30am - Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center) 

25                       
Church office 
closed                 
Memorial Day                   

26                                
9:30am - Between 
Friends (Ministry 
Center)                        
5:30pm - Lakeland 
Gem & Mineral Club 
(Ministry Center) 

27                             28                                 
8:00am - Menôs Break-
fast (Holiday Café)  
6:30pm - Railroad Club 
(Rms. 127, 128)                        

29 30 

31                          
Peace with Justice 
Sunday                          
9:00 am - Coffee 
(Ministry Center) 
9:30am - Sunday 
Worship              
10:30am - Coffee 
Fellowship (Ministry 
Center) 

      

Have something for the Pine Chips? Email the church at office@umchurchofthepines.org. To have information included in 
the June Pine Chips, Weekly Updates, bulletin inserts, Facebook, worship  announcements, or bulletin board post-

ings, please submit the information by May 15th. Call the Church Office at 715-356-3041 with questions. 

There are times when we are away from the office, so it is a good idea to call 
in advance to ensure someone is available to assist you. Call 715-356-3041. 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Friday; 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Looking Ahead 
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Financial Snapshot 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF THE PINES 
FINANCE REPORT 

AS OF MARCH 31, 2026 
 
                                                           March            Year          Incr (Decr) Versus 
                                                           Actual          Actual              Year Budget 
Income 
Operating *                                         21,597         64,632                   ( 6,276) 
Reserve Fund                                       5,850         11,496                     8,761 
Endowment Fund                                 5,450           5,450                             0 
Total Income                                     32,897         81,578                      2,485 
  
Expenditures 
Pastor **                                               9,744          27,260                        464 
Worship                                                   861            2,673                   ( 1,921) 
Nurture                                                      73               212                   ( 1,513) 
Outreach                                                     0                 23                    (   477) 
Finance & Administration                     7,848          19,914                   ( 1,074) 
Facilities Operation & Maintenance     3,784          10,690                    (   315) 
Capital Improvements Fund                       0             3,588                   ( 2,300) 
Youth Fund                                           3,000           3,000                      1,500 
Missions Fund ***                                       0               872                            2 
Reserve Fund                                          141              445                      (     5) 
Conference Apportionment ****            4,321           4,321                            0 
Total Expenditures                           29,772         72,998                   ( 5,639) 
 
Net Cash Excess (Deficiency)           3,125           8,580                     8,124 
 
Total Available Funds 3-31-26                           206,857 
 
*     Prepaid Pledges of 25,060 were included in January Operating Income 
**    Includes Salary, Benefits, Expenses 
***   Includes Special Sundays 
**** 2026 Assessment is 34,572 

 
Net cash excess (income minus expenditures) for 3 months is 8,580, which is 8,124 better 
than the approved operating budget. 
 
Reserve Fund Income is the change in the investment value at our other Morgan Stanley  
account. This can be an income or loss depending on the markets. 
 
Endowment Fund Income is only the amount of income from the dedicated Morgan Stanley 
account that is transferred to the checking account for expenditures. 

                      
 

 

Stay connected by visiting                      
us on Facebook.                                                                               

https://www.youtube.com@umchurchofthepines                          


