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Come and

much more to discover throughout this

mo n PihedChips

Sunday Worsiii80 a.m.

Inperson and Livestreamed
Facebook and YouTube

Did you get Pine Chips in your email?

n
r

sd@deé hehadBssons|

Not only is the monthly Pine Chips sent to our church community via email, but we also have weekly announc@ments and e
emailed and posted online.
Contact the church at (7153886 or email office@umchurchofthepines.org.
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Past®rRef
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You've been invited
into something good.
The most natural thing
in the world is to hold
the door open for

1 In August, | asked you a question:are
4youhereP hope youove| bee
®hope youbdbve Bedhe®Bunr e me
day something clicked, the person whp made
you feel known, the morning the sermpn said

i} exactly what you needed to hear, th¢ table
4 where you found yourself fed in ways you
coul dnot explain. | f
L work quietly, something else may haye hap-

someone else. % e = | p ene d t 00 y ou 6 VvV e S t C
lgmmm;,ﬂ e e Pcopl e who might eed
Ma Al l month in worship

| sus invite. He invited exhausted disciples to
T ‘ ) T restd and then handed them five loavgs and

two fish and saybugive them somethlng to eat. He walked toward frightened people injthe dark

said: it is I, do not be afraid. He let a Syrophoenician woman chadgendisnntiochg so widehed

the kingdom further than anyone had imagined. He asked his disciples the question that turns in

into faith: who glousay that | am? And last week he said: foBowaihge not heroically, not irf one

grand moment, but every ordinary day, toward all people.

There is a throulgie in all of it. Every invitation Jesus makes isdaxitwgaikest so you can gide.
Come to mé so you can go. Followdneward others. The life of faith is not a circle thiat closes
around itself. It is something that keeps opening. And now we arrive at September, wher Jesus t
and asks us to do what he has been doing aivakng:

This month our worship series is calledjnAaCol
tion actually looks likenot as a church growth strategy, not as an obligation, but as the jmost na
thing in the world for people who have Jgenu
when he found his friend Nathanael. He said thré&omerdsd séeJ ohn 1: 46) . Thé
You dondét have to have al|l the answers. fYou

| want to say again what | said in August, because it bears repeating: this is not about jpressure
about filling seats or meeting a budget Jgoal
son you knodv already drawing, already stirring, already planting. When you invite someaohe, you ¢
starting from scratch. You are joining what God is already doing in their life. That is a vefy differel
takes the anxiety out of it. It makes invitation feel less like a sales call and more like poining a frie

a meal you know theyoll | ove.

So here is what |l 6m asking from you thifs Se
from out of town. Someone youoOve been pJrayi
been. D o n @ tthe way gou invité spkieorietto a good restaurant or a favorite frail is cl
enough. Al 6d | ove for you to come with e o
walk in the door.

Jesus spent all of August showing us how he invites. He invites with compassion, with honesty, \
tions that open rather than cl ose, with] | ov
into something good. The most natural thing in the world is to hold the door open for somgone els:

Grace and peace,
Pastor Mark
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Come and See

Come and TSheer e' s a Pl ace for You
"Come and seefl' John 1:46

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomeiil yRmmans 15:7

An invitation has the power to change a life.

3

Most of us can remember a simple invitation that opened the door to something meanin

ful: an in

to share a meal, join a group, attend an event, or visit a churethadfjerg hiements begin wijth

a few ordinary words spoken by someone who simply cared enough to ask.

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus continually invited people to follow Him. He welcomed thpse who

overlooked, shared meals with people from every walk of life, and created communities
covered that they belonged.

One of the most memorable invitations in Scripture comes from John 1:46. After encount
ip found his friend Nathanael and simpi@@aie and see."

Three words. No lengthy explanaiorcarefully prepared presentaligst. an invitation to expe
ence something worth shar®gne and See.

September has always been a season of transition. The slower pace of summer begins t
resumes, calendars fill, and familiar routines return. It is also a seasod of fpossittiéy peo-

here pe«

2ring Jes

) fade as

ple begin looking for opportunities to reconnect, establish new rhythms, and become invalved in t

their communities.

That makes September a natural season for the church to open its doors even wider.
This month's issuéofe Chipflects that spirit of invitation. As you turn these pages, you'll
opportunities to worship, serve, learn, create, gather, and grow. You'll read stories about

feed our neighbors, volunteers who strengthen our community, and fellowship opportunit
ing friendships.

You'll also notice a common thread woven throughout each page:

There's a place for you.

There is a place for those who love serving others.

There is a place for those who enjoy studying and learning.

There is a place for those who are searching for connection and friendship.

There is a place for those who have worshiped at Church of the Pines for many years.

discover
Lninistrie:
sthatb
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Come and

And there is a place for those who may be walking through our doors for the very first tirhe.

At Church of the Pines, we believe that the church is much more than a building. Itis a

people gather to worship God, care for one another, and share Christ's love with the wofld.

Perhaps that's why invitations matter so much.

An invitation sayf&u matter.

An invitation saysd, like to share this with you.

An invitation say&u don't have to do this alone.
As you read this month's newsletter, we hope you'll discover new ways to participate in the life of
gation. We also hope you'll be reminded that every ministry, every fellowship group, everyjmission
and every worship service begins with the same simple message:

Come and sed@here's a place for you.

A Word About Our Leadership

Leading Well Togeth&rA Simpler Path Forward

Every church runs on volunteers. At the Church of the Pines, that has meant filling seats @n the C
Council, the StBfrish Relations Committee, the Board of Trustees, the Finance Committee, and
0 each meeting separately, often covering overlapping ground.

Beginning in January 2027, we will simplify that structure. Our Ministry Council will expand to abst
StaffParish Relations function, and our Leadership Development Committee will be foldedjin as wse
result: one unified governing body, meeting together, making decisions together.

We will go from roughly 41 volunteer leadership positions to apptodmedalstia8 of nearly a
third. The people we ask to serve will spend less time in meetings and more time doing the minist
signed up for.

What doesn't change

Everything the Book of Discipline requires us to do, we will still do. Personnel matters will still be
with full confidentiality. Property and finances will still have dedicated oversight. Your voicg at Che
ferencé® the annual meeting where you elect leaders and approvedueinadgeexactly whatlit
IS today.

The Ministry Council will continue to meet in open session, and congregation members arg alway:
come to bring concerns, ideas, and questions to any member of the Council or to Pastor

What this makes possible

Fewer administrative slots to fill means we can ask people to serve where theidgiftsran
try, in mission, in relationship. A leaner structure doesn't mean less accountabilitfypduseans better
energy.

This change will be presented at our Charge Conference this fall for congregational vote. We'd lo
hear from you before then. Talk to Pastor Mark or any Ministry Co@ineit'neegidieto answer

guestions.
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Church Staff & Leadershi
Pastor Mark D. Gilbgeeixt. 4

pastor@umchurchofthepines.or

Church Administrator:
Merry Jorgensen, ext. 2
office@umchurchofthepines.or

Custodian:
Ben Susor

Lay Leader:
Gretchen Voigt

StaffParish Relations
Committee Chair:
Bryce Berklund

Ministry Council Chair:
Chris Sarver

Trustees Chair:
Jerry Weber

Finance Chair:
Bob Schuld

Treasurer:
Pat Bridges

Stephen Ministry Leader:
Holly Nash

Lay Leader:
Gretchen Voigt

A 2 4 A x

o

Office Hours
Monday Thursday9 am-5
pm Friday9 am Noon

There are times when we
away from the office, so if
goodideatoca"hwadvar
to ensure we are availab
assist you.
Call 718563041.
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and Wor s hi

A Note About Livestreaming
¢2 KStL) aKINB 62NEKALI gAGK GK2aS gK2 |+ NB K2
azyz 2dz2NJ g2NBKALI aSNWWAOSa INB tAGSauNBI YSR
/' YSNIa F20dzA LINAYIFNRfe 2y 2NBKAL tSHR$NHEK
2T 62NBKALI NBO2NRAYy3Ia 2N LK2G23INF LKA YLg 20
gS0aAusSxE 2N 2y az2OAlt YSRAF lFa ¢S aKIFINBJUKS
LT &2dz KI 4SS ljdzSads2ya lo2dzi tADBSAaUNBEYAYRA 2N
2YOS o
Stay Connected
We'd | ove to get to kmnoww.woechuVichioff tde pp mleis
stop by the Welcome Center after worship.
- HMTHC '!lA
3 w2020 (1S G KS
Jiogabl B diz] S
S 2F G|KS ¢
S INBIG ol
yOoid G2 A
St 02Y O2c

{SLIWSYOSN) cZ HAHC 4 &\

VI 5 PR A O SN HTZ HANOHC
CRSYXE LYyORLERKSNY %ﬁm N2y 2tyf KK $b @
t NA Y NE 4 IONKGFdan@nvpi0€ [2NR Y20dFNDE o
Y I yheo Qiayn ) t NJ\ Y1 NB 4 ONK &3 YaNdwp
t dz2NLRBBISYAY 3 { dzy RI é 2YF| gﬁyﬁl LJ[&I\H)H NJ Y m
YAYIDdP ¢KS OKdzNOK Y5 T S TR ¢
S ERE I L RV () &%“ SV R B
I OQudzrtte ¢gStO2YSa é/\ leuan
[SLISYOSN) mo> HnHcC /sz [ NRSBF GKS 5HyOS
¢ KSYXYS ! dzRU YOAAlel a2ZF ‘ijJf Wzél'fxé ZARauNJ YRO
t NA Y NE 4 ONK &3 angwp K y NP Sa St @

MYegim | £ 0 PO : @
A ~ S 7 AN - - P i :
t, dZN‘]—;E B Eith}\ LJ AU)[ a Ab I U Whether you've been part of
o 2yY ef K2 a HdzYSyu =z Church of the Pines for decades,
92y ®d® ¢KS aAYLIX AOAGER have recently returned, or are B2y
RYBAoy3 Hy2QKSKm gl
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and Worship

,  CKS b26SNE LX FOSR 2y 2dzNJ FEfit NI
,Altar& (dztt K S& ljdzA St & (2d2OK KSENIfao ¢

t208 Aa y20 2yteé a2YSGiKAy3 S a
FIOWQI'S Oy Ftaz2 JFtAYLAS YR FS5St GKNRd

~

C2NJ a2YSz FEGIFINIDB2gSNE FNBE 20SNBR Ay 3ANJ s d:
K2y2N) 2F &a2YS2yS RSSLXé& f20SR® 9AUKSNI gfex
SOSNE ad2NE Aa Kf2RES ol YWoR fAYIISs FCBi2AyT oBySdrIaikT YiA v G :
la 6S 62NBKAL] ugaé OKSNFE G(GKS&aS b26SNA aSNIBS
TSSta GSYRSNE YSt TyS\yLEISFOdeIZf tl&y RF 20N t iCke2YaAS/ 3+ NNJ
228a® LYy I _aStrazy @ rgtszyfas@zs I NEB(bl- SNT (b 220y'S NEK Noh S1@i2
f20S A4 YIRS @GA&aA0ftS FY2y3a dzao
wSaSNIBS | 2dzNJ { dzy R} RdzFI2NB ! X \i & NI £R 28BS NBE a §NIDS
LINEGARS I fGFNI Db2gSNE F2NJ g2NEKALI® ! fdFNIb2g
t20SR 2ySz 2NJ G2 OStSoNIGS + aLISOALE 20P aa
a02yS® hyS b2gSNI FNNIFy3ISYSyd A& LXFOSR gy i
LT e2dz ¢62dd R ftA1S (G2 aLl2yazNIbz2gSNE 2y | LI
666 PdzYOKdZNOK2DKSLIAYSad2NAE F2NI-VY2NB NP aSNDE o
F2NYO

I KSI NI &f20dz GiRE YSSIOSNE2Y S K2 KIa LINREGARSR

CKIFyYy1l @2dz F2NJ KStLIAyYy3a dza Uttt 2dzNJ al yQuddz |

e W o,
=33 A big 14~ e

THANK YOU ¢

A big THANK YOU to Dave and Sara Kozeluh and
John and Karen Calder for pitching in to help with the
watering, deadheading and weeding around the church

while I was unable to do so while my broken ribs were healing.

s

Your help was a real blessing for all of us.
>V £
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF THE PINES

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2026

DOORS OPEN AT 4:00 P.M.

CHURCH OF THE PINES

415 Chippewa Street
Minocqua, WI 54548

715-356-3041
office@umchurchofthepines.org

Ham, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy,
Cranberry Sauce, Corn Casserole,
Dinner Rolls, Salad, Dessert,
Coffee, Milk, and Water

Dinner is served buffet-style.

PROCEEDS SUPPORT OUR
SPECIAL MISSION FOCUS FUND

FOR ELIMINATING FOOD INSECURITY
LOCALLY AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

We gather in faith. We share with love.

Together, we make a difference!-

v DINNER IS SERVED AT 4:30 P.M.

TICKETS: $15.00 EACH

Tickets go on sale on September 1, 2026,
at Church of the Pines.

For more information, go to
www.umchurchofthepines.org.

Each family attending
is asked to provide

a salad or dessert

to share.
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What Can You Share vwHilne
Chip®

Oclbb%%

Pine Chiptells the story of our
church what we're doing, where

the people and ministries of Chur
' the Pinesrou can help us tell that

SUBMIT YOUR ITEMS

for the October issue f/

by TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

- e Y ———— StO ry!
Please email articles, photos,
announcements, and ideas to
office@umchurchofthepines.org.
Thank yow for helping us
share The good, news!

Consider submitting:

1 Upcoming events and activities

re

24 going, and how God is working thipugh

of

Whie 122 Share 1 dates, times, locations, registratio

mation, and who to contact.

mission projects.
1 Photosd pictures from recent church activities, mission projects, fellowship gatherings,
er special moments. Please include the names of people pictured when possible.
Volunteer opportunitigs ways people can give their time, talents, or assistance.
Mission new$® updates about collections, donations, community partneistepsityquoject
and other ways our congregation is serving.
1 Celebrations and accomplishmedtmilestones, successful projects, special recognitions
saries, or something worth celebrating together.
{ Stories of faith and servidebrief stories about how a church ministry, experience, or per
made a difference.

infor-

! Ministry and group updatdsnews from church groups, committees, studies, fellowship groups, a

orship.

anniver

son has

1
1
ning for now.

Ideas for future issués Is there a church ministry, person, tradition, or story you'd like to s
tured? Suggestions are always welcome.

Don't Worry About Making It ONewsletter

You don't have to be a writeend the information youdaven if it's simply a few notes, dates
bullet points. We can turn it into a newsletter announcement or article.

And if you have a phsémd it!Sometimes a picture and a few sentences tell the story better
article.

OctobePine Chipsleadline: Tuesday, September 15 or before. The newsletter is distribute
last week of the month.

Please send submissions to:
office@umchurchofthepines.org

Thankyousd appreciation for volunteers or others who have helped with a ministry, pragject, or €
Looking ahead information about November and December activities that people should begin

P fea-

Reac

or

han a fu

i by the

Your contributions help make Pine Chips a newsletter aldono@dimiplg a newsletter sent to ||s.
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Comeand Grow

[ 2YS | yFONBPNRIK A& |y AYLRNIFYyd LI NI 2 S©
LY GKS b2NIKg22RaZ {SLISYOSN)I 6NRyIa DAarjof S
UStR&a I NB KFNPSaGdSR: yR GKS tFyRaOlLIS o[S3TAy
Ay3 aSlazya NBYAYR dza GKFG 3INRSGK Aa o2dlk
¢KS alyYS A& GNHMzZS Ay 2dzNJ aLIANARGdzZr £ f A@Sad
CHAGK R2Saydi RS@St2L) +Hff G 2yO0Se® LG INBgSE
FYR GKS 1jdASE Y2ySyia sKSy D2R YSSGa dza [SEL (
GKNRdAK F ySs AyardKd F2dzyR Ay { ONR LI d2NBlo {
g2NR 2F SYyO2dzN} ASYSYyuZ 2N I FlLAUOGKTFdzZ FNANSYR
G / KdZNOK 2F GKS tAySazr 6S o0StASOS GKEG JaLan
FIAGK® ¢KAa Y2yGKUa 2LIRNIdyAisSa AYyQ@AGS |da
SYAyd 2dNJ NBf Fa2yaKALA SAGK 2yS Fy2iKSN
,2dz0ff Uy R NOKS dINDSBMIAGERXKR @202y fa G2 Slyozd
LN} 8SNJ £ AFSS 2 LILJRNIidzyAoSa SitaNT 5K NI REIRKTyE BHNA N
5dz0RK GISAIK Sy T a % KA DEKNBISYNES NBRNAGH (NB | y R & dzLILJ2 NI
L2ddtf Ftaz2 f 3MmMIPOYINB AWBRRAGNERENIIE o6dzAf R NBf
O2y3aNB3ILez2y FyR ONBIGSa 2LILRNIdyrsasSa F2N Y
UKS tAFTS 2F 2dzNJ OKdzNOK @

DNRgUOUK Ffaz2 KILLSYya gKSY ¢S aKFNBE 2dz2NJ FIHAGK
14 6S SELX 2NB 2dmp1 g 11 &vadnt 42 N

AKAL) BK8YSs| vl

AY@AGS &2dz G2 O

AaAYLEX S AyODAlul a2

02 NI FI YA f,\ =) Y’ SY Llc—):lii;lri fz‘r: tti}éftlat(;eﬁi 3:::215 about an upcoming

7] K 2 ~ Y I é c_) § é’ § I N‘] IB)ecefxse Pi;te Chips i}sl’prepared in.advance, dates, times, registration

FS 2 Y S CD {A 2 Y S o Y S é ! iﬁio;j;:stli;l:;a;dpzﬁf:hiiaﬂs may sometimes become available after

O I y o 2 LJS y. u K S A~ R 2 : FOR THE MOST CURREN'.I' INFORMATION, CHECK:

9 % y q I:S A LJ; ¥ ~ y S ‘ The Resource Table in the Ministry Center

y SoSR as y. as 2T | 0 Church of the Pines Facebook page

2 F,( Slj K é NJ é 2 dzq N\B l Chu?c.llofthePineswebsite

30 8 LIa A y Tl AdK . @ l:ull::m boards throughout the ch:rch .

8 2 dZN y S é S l:l K é N B ] unday morning arfn.ouncements ,uringwors ip 2

f é I l}ly 5 l:l 2 3 N\E é 5 Stag/camwcted—andcome/amm” There’s a place for you. @ =7
AZ2YSUKAY3I ySgo

/2YS tyR 3INPG AGK d& Fa 65 aSS] G2 RSSUSy s
aydzS 0SO2YAYy3d UKS LIS2LIX S D2R OFftfta dza 02 0Sc
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Come
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Come and® GSeewi ng ThrougbNB hivk tRRtSiagH i Sy R
PR K

hdzNJ { SLJ0 S Y0 SN 622NB KALRBIYKEBRSS dza G KE G Fh Al
hyS 2F (KS aAYLX Sad ¢Fea ¢S Oy KStL Fy2iK
LISNE2Y | AYDAlGloa2y®

| 2YAARSNI AY@Aoay3ad || YySAIKOo2NE FNASYRS Tl Y|Afe
FJSYRSR OKdzZNOK F2NJ I gKATS (2 22Ay e2dz F|2NJ ¢
20KSN) OKdzNOK | Osa@Arlieod

,2dz R2yUdid ySSR GKS LISNFSOO ¢2NRad® {2YSaVYSa |

AUYR f20S F2N) é&dz (12 02YS gA0K YSo

Grow at Your-{OQWNR Pdzlcte INRPgIK f221a& RAIGINBY I
G2 LINBOALIGS Ay SOSNRBUKAY3IA 2N KIS SOSNEBGK?
. S3AAY SKSWElFI R@dz NNSd / 2¢y$QieySr AR i NHA|S §ID 7
GAOGK 6KSNB Al YIe tSIRO®

And d1sc0ver how God contmues
to work in and through W

~>; Ooma and, Grow &
THERE S A PLACE FOR YOU
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Stephen Ministry
t dzky3d ,2dzNJ CFAGK Aya2 ! Oa2y
52 @2dz 1y296 a2YS2yS GAUKLRS¥EY 08
Oy YI1S I 06A3 RAGSNBYOS Ay GKSA
t SNA2ya fAGAY3I 6A0GK RSYSyal [|yR
fr0SR® ¢KS RA&SFaS OFy NBaidNROU
O2YF2NIl 6fS Ay LlzofAOX FyR (2 &a20AlftAl Sa
Syz2e2ylffeéexr GKSe& OFry FSSt Aaz2tl iSR &l NA
AYLRNIOFYG 02 0KSYS |yR y2g GKSe& YAaa|dKs
2 KFG OFy @2dz R2 (2 KSf LK
haSNI aLISOA U@ KK Sif LA 3KdzO Kl KIAZ 6 SS{1 Od2yWJ|L o |

~

GAOK @&2dz8J aOKSRdz SK

A N\
¢ KS

oL S NBaz2dzNDSa

{ 0SLIKSY aAy.
|1

“Be completely humble and
gentle; be patient, bearing with

SNE YR FT2NJ K2

NEALAGSS + adya. one another in love.”
« « A o — Ephesians 4:2

cze 02 FlFIYALASa s

tft SFasS O2ydl o4 | Compassion begins with presence.

Patience creates space for understanding.
Love reminds us that no one walks alone.

LIKSY [ S| R$PuE cmi
Y2NB AYTFT2NXYI a2y

AR fA1S G2 Y29 @2dz2NJ f gy T2N &2a2HBR KNI R
G2 3IAGS @2dz | oNBF1Pd 2KIUG

‘QQSNJ YR &LISYR &a42YS aY$ 4A

- RSYSyoal0O®d L (K2dzaAKG 6S| O2d
FyR 221 0KNRdAAK &2yYs$s R

2 KIFG oYS ¢62dzf RRI2ZNY 262 dzR

| Y51 a4 NBFffe AYLERNIIyYyG (G2 oL
ol 0® [/ 2ddZ R L 0O2YS 2@0SNI I yF
KeYyaz NBIR FTNRY (KS . A0fST |yR LINI @& L
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Prayer OppoPtawnetrt i e@&lqy essSt srli RS o8& I32Ay3 G
4 666 DddzZY OKdzZNDK2 DKS LA NS & SRINE §I] §eR B XS tYSQh A3
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OKdZNDK $S06aArids I G ¢660oNYOKdZNDKYE DES EIA § S a2 A
G2 a0ty GKS vw O2RS 0S8f285 6KAOK gAft GH1$S
I 00S&aa (G2 G(KS )\-gf&@qufl\ﬁSuiz OY K ¥ S dtad UING & MpJ NB |j dz
t NI @ SNJ wSlj dzS & hille2yayY. o
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-t NF@SNI [ Aal Ay GKS Y2yidkKte tAyS /KALE ySsal
St NARGEGS LINF 8SNJ F2NJ GKS tlhadz2N 2yte o
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¢ KIShbb /A AAGNE KSfLA aidNByauKSy |[NBf
FILYAfe o060e O02yySOey3ad LIS2LI S (KNP AdIK
YSY (s RyKR NYyATIdK 2 KSGKSNJ Grhaioayd B2V
6StO02YAY3I YyS6SNI YSYOSNAS 2N aAYLrt e
. DIt dz@RDA/AC F YSEYAYITFdat {62BS @226 MBI
0502YS Ay@2f OSRE O2yyh/O\iRAA NI S 8K FH &EMAF &
550 | | NMFpdcloUk |[BNWINDA 0 20 XY &6y 2 NI KDY S
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