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Live Christ’s Love
NOW!
Inside this issue:

At Church of the
Pines, we offer
everyone an
opportunity to
come to know the
Lord Jesus Christ
and to grow in a
committed
relationship with
God.
We are Living
Christ’s Love
NOW through
Nurture,
Outreach, and
Worship.

“O Lord, make this Lenten
season different from
the other ones.
Let me find you again.
Amen.”
- Henri Nouwen
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.

Did you get Pine Chips 2.0 in your email?
Not only is the monthly Pine Chips 2.0 sent to our church community via
email, but we also have weekly announcements and events
emailed and posted online!
Contact the church at (715)356-3041 or email
office@umchurchofthepines.org
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Pastor’s Pen
LENT
I am not a betting man, but I
am willing to bet that most
of you, maybe even all of
you (yes, I am hedging my
bet), have heard of Lent before. Lent has had a long and
varied history in the life of
the Church. For example, some experts say
that the great tradition of Friday fish fry, especially here in Wisconsin, comes from the Lenten practice of not eating meat on Fridays.

denial prior to the celebrations of Easter.
What does this all mean for us today as begin
our Lenten season in 2020? For me, it means
that regardless of when or how Lent started or
what its original purpose was; Lent is about
preparing to receive and celebrate the greatest
thing ever – the resurrection of Jesus from the
dead.
Now, how to do that is a good question. I do
find practicing some form of self-denial to have
value, but I don’t think it is the most effective. I
think the best way to prepare for Easter is to
grow in faith, and the best way to grow is to
add more of what we need. Think of plants.
Plants grow best with light and water. So, to
help a plant grow - don’t take something away;
give it more of what it needs. Lent should be a
time for us to give our faith more of what it
needs.

I think the most common practice of Lent in
our faith right now is fasting or giving something up for 40 days before Easter. Some people give up eating meat on Fridays, or eating
chocolate, or using social media. I once gave up
playing computer games for Lent. The intention
is to prepare ourselves for Easter by praying
when we crave the things we gave up. Most
people think that Lent is a time of preparation
for Easter. Yet there is much about Lent today That is why we are focusing on 5 essential practhat we don’t know.
tices of our faith during Lent, with Adam HamilFor example, many think Lent is forty days be- ton’s “The Walk.” Each week is an opportunity,
fore Easter. It is, but it is not the forty days be- no matter where our faith is, to give our faith
fore Easter because Sundays don’t count so it is more of what it needs to grow. Instead of tak46 days. So, if you gave up chocolate for Lent, ing away, we will add to and nourish our faith.
you can have some on Sundays. Church historians have also pointed out that Lent has not always been forty days. Before 325 AD, Lent was
often just a week – if there even was an official
Lent.

I hope you will take the opportunities this Lent
to prepare yourself for the wonder and power
of Easter. I pray that you will find a way to
grow in your faith and relationship with God
through our Lenten experiences here at Church
I remember learning in seminary that new con- of the Pines.
verts to Christianity in the ancient church used If that means you need to go to a Friday fish
the time before Easter to prepare to become fry, there is no problem with that.
members of the church and to be baptized. My
professor said that many felt this was the origin Blessings,
of Lent. Yet recently, one historian has argued
that this is not the case. The origin of Lent was
in a sense of lagging zeal among the church, Pastor Mark
and leaders wanted people to focus on self-
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Leadership, Prayer Requests, Hospitality Ministry
Please pray for:
Church Staff & Leadership

Pastor Mark D. Gilbert, ext. 4
pastor@umchurchofthepines.org
Church Administrator:
Merry Jorgensen, ext 2
office@umchurchofthepines.org
Custodian:
Rudy Vlosak
(715) 892-2949
Choir Director:
Lisa Hernandez
lisa.hernandez@ldfschool.org
Lay Leader:
Gretchen Voigt
Gretchen.voigt@gmail.com
Staff-Parish Relations
Committee Chair:
Holly Nash
nashholly@yahoo.com
Ministry Council Chair:
Ted Voigt, ted.voigt@gmail.com
Trustees Co-Chair:
Jerry Weber
jerryweber727@outlook.com
Val Susor
valaries@parkcitycu.org
Finance Chair:
Bob Schuld, bob.pat1@frontier.com
Treasurer:
Cherie’ Hein, cheriehein@mac.com
Stephen Ministry Leader:
Holly Nash, nashholly@yahoo.com

Elva Spetz
John Fisher
Irene Boudreaux
Temba Nkomozpi, missionary
Please keep Nancy Splitt and family in your
thoughts and prayers as Nancy’s husband,
Gene, passed away on February 25th. A private family service will be held in Wausau.
Carrie Cain passed away on February 23rd in
Oswego, Illinois. Carrie was an avid quilter
and was very involved with our Church of the
Pines’ Between Friends group. She will be
greatly missed.

To have your name included on this Prayer List, in the
bulletin Prayer List, or on our Prayer Chain, please call the
church office at 715-356-3041 or send an email to
office@umchurchofthepines.org.
Please consider becoming
involved in our Church of
the Pines’ Hospitality Ministry. As a member of this
important ministry, we
have the opportunity to
organize Coffee Fellowships each Sunday morning after the worship service. The Coffee Fellowship
sign-up sheet for 2020 is available and can be found on
the counter in the Ministry Center. Those who volunteer
to host Sunday Coffee Fellowships provide some type of
refreshments (coffee cake, cheese/crackers, fruit, breakfast breads, donuts, etc. — something simple); come in
prior to the worship service to set up; serve; and clean up.
Call the church office at 715-356-3041 if you would like to
become involved with our Coffee Fellowship Hospitality
Ministry.
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Birthdays, Anniversaries, Winter Weather, Change Clocks

Happy birthday to….
March 2 Adam Hinkens
March 3 Jaime Jorgensen
March 4 Sue Claflin
March 6 George Douma
March 7 Ken Schmidt
March 8 Brylee Citta
March 12 Bonnie Noonan
March 14 Eli Mayer
March 17 Erin Jorgensen
March 17 Lynn Romleski
March 18 Amy Pointer
March 19 Andy Lenz
March 20 Carli Capacio
March 22 Dick Theile
March 26 Irene Boudreaux
March 26 Tom Frandy
March 27 Sarah Stewart
March 31 Jodi Capacio

Cancelation of
Sunday worship will
be considered when
there is ice and
when there are severe storm warnings. If the weather
situation requires
cancelation, a decision will be made by 6:00 pm on Saturday
evening. As soon as cancelation has been
determined, the following will occur: a voice
message will be placed on the church telephone; worship stewards will be notified; local television and radio stations that allow
church cancelations will be notified; a mass
email will be sent via Mail Chimp to those on
the list (this is the Weekly Update and Pine
Chips newsletter list); and a mass phone call
will be made to the church membership. If
you have an email address and are not currently receiving the Weekly Updates each
Friday, please either email the church office
at office@umchurchofthepines.org and request to be placed on this e-list or you can
go to www.umchurchofthepines.org, click on
newsletters and request to be placed on the
e-mail list. If you have questions about this
policy, please call the church office at 715356-3041 or email
office@umchurchofthepines.org.

Happy anniversary to….
March 22 Dick Theile and Liz Stone
Blessings to you on
your special day!
If you are celebrating your
birthday or anniversary in
March and your name is not
listed below, please contact the
church office so that we can
update our records.

Don't be late to church
Sunday, March 8th!
Set your clocks forward ONE hour before
you go to bed on Saturday, March 7th.
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Easter Cards, Easter Flower Fund

Making a difference for others...
The greeting cards that we send mean so much
to those who receive them. Thank you to everyone who gives your gift of “time” to the signing
of the cards. We have received a number of
calls, emails, notes and Facebook posts from
people expressing their appreciation for having
received cards.
A recent note received says “Church of the Pines family—That’s what you are when I’m up
north! Thank you for the Valentine—it made me smile! I recognized some of the names—
praying God’s blessings on all of you. God is good and we are so blessed.”

Contribute to Church of the Pines’
Easter Flower Fund
Members and friends of Church of the Pines are being given the opportunity to contribute funds to our
Easter Flower Fund in memory of or in honor of
loved ones. Through our Easter Flower Fund, we will
be able to provide beautiful plant and flower arrangements for our sanctuary. People who wish to
make their contribution in memory of in honor of
others can easily do so by completing and returning
a flower fund form. Donations of any amount are
welcomed and appreciated.
Flower Fund Donation Forms will be available in the
bulletin inserts, from the church office, and will be
placed on a table in the Ministry Center.
You will also be able to print off a copy from our
Weekly Update and from our church website www.umchurchofthepines.org.
For more information, contact Merry Jorgensen at
715-356-3041 or email her at
office@umchurchofthepines.org.
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3rd Grade Bibles, Prayer Chain, Keenagers, Odd Couples
3rd Grade Bible Presentation
Sunday, April 19th
at the 10:00 a.m.
worship service.

Prayer Chain
at
Church of the Pines
“Standing in the need of Prayer”…Our Prayer Chain is 50+ strong! We provide prayer
support when requested for those who need it. If you are interested in being a link on our
Prayer Chair, contact Patty Frandy at 715-356-2172 or at pattyandtom@frontier.com.

Page 7

Lay Leader
ously served on the missions and evangelism committees, was a part-time youth
director and liked to help with children’s
church.

I am so pleased to announce Church of the
Pines’ new assistant lay leader for 2020,
Emerson Coy, who will take over the head
lay leader position in 2021 and 2022.

Emerson Coy, Assistant Lay Leader
Emerson has been a member of the
Church of the Pines since the early 1970’s.
In 1979 he married his wife, Julie. They
have two adult children and six grandchildren in the Lakeland area and a granddaughter and two great grandchildren in
Columbus, Ohio. He is a native of Canfield,
Ohio and moved here in 1972. With Emerson’s love of music, he has always sung in
Church of the Pines’ choir and on occasion
gives the Sunday morning sermon. He currently is on the SPRC committee, has previ-

Professionally, Emerson is the Director of
Planning & Development for the Lac du
Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Indians since 1990, collaborating on strategic planning, grants, roads, buildings, and
other infrastructure projects. He is a charter board member of four non-profit
boards dealing with economic and business development, tourism, and poverty
alleviation. Emerson has a BS in Business
Administration in Advertising and PR and
attained a Master of Divinity Degree with a
specialty in Psychology and Counseling
from Ashland Theological Seminary. He is a
retired ordained minister in the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and has served
student pastorals and then a two-point
parish in Wauseon, Ohio during the decade of the 80’s. Previously, Emerson
worked on health programs at the Great
Lakes Inter-Tribal Council.
I am excited and pleased to be working
with Emerson over the next couple of
years.
Gretchen Voigt, Lay Leader
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Stephen Ministry

People ask, “What does a Stephen Minister do?”
A beautiful poem by Ann Weems, in her book Searching for Shalom,
describes how a Stephen Minister can help:

I See Your Pain
I see your pain
and want to banish it
with the wave of a star,
but have no star.
I see your tears
and want to dry them
with the hem of an angel’s gown,
but have no angel.
I see your heart fallen to the ground
and want to return it
wrapped in cloths woven of rainbow,
but have no rainbow.
God is the One
who has stars, and angels and rainbows
and I am the one
God sends to sit beside you
until the stars come out
and the angels dry your tears
and your heart is back in place,
rainbow blessed.
If you need someone to sit beside you, contact the Stephen Leader, Holly Nash
(715-356-6861) or nashholly@yahoo.com.
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Ministry Council, UMCOR Sunday
Summary of Ministry Council Meeting
The Ministry Council met on February 18th at
7:00 p.m. with the following members in attendance: Jim Anderson, Sue Claflin, Pastor Mark Gilbert, Merry Jorgensen, Rich Klatt, Dave Kozeluh,
Sue Loeffler, Holly Nash, Perry Schuette, Bob
Schuld, Val Susor, Gretchen Voigt, Ted Voigt, and
Sharry Wuest. Absent members: Jodi Capacio,
Tom Frandy, and Jerry Weber.

Members identified church accomplishments
since the last Council meeting: Well-attended
Sunday Brunch; a wonderful Lay Sunday worship
service; Valentine’s Day cards that were signed
and mailed to homebound and others away
from the church this winter; new church directory is finished; the new location for LOGOS (lower
level); new Little LOGOS volunteers have been
identified.

the area. The success of the Sunday Brunch was
the result of delicious food and good promotion.
A summary of Facebook activity was shared. In
the first 48 days of 2020, there have been 66
posts that have reached 3,320 people. Our Facebook posts include photos and videos of our
church activities, scripture, live streaming, inspirational & motivational posts, history, missions,
shared stories, call to action issues, and links to
our website. Photos of Ministry Council members have been posted on the kiosk bulletin
board in the Pine Room and photos and contact
information are on our church website. Our new
online giving program is up and running. A total
of $500 has been contributed via Tithe.ly cell
phone app and online giving via our church website. This total has been matched by $500 for a
total of $1,000. Two additional donors have
come forward to offer an additional $500 match
for another $500 given online or via the Tithe.ly
cellphone app. Church Directories are now available. Copies have been placed in the pews and
homebound members who participated in the
directory are receiving copies.

Pastor Mark shared a Leadership Orientation
Summary with Council members inviting members to stay informed; keep in communication
with Pastor Mark and Merry Jorgensen; be connected and involved in the life of the church; be
visible to the congregation; be familiar with the
key issues for 2020 - General Conference; living Council members will bring ideas to the next
without Rocking Horse; three focus areas of Hos- meeting for ways to use the proceeds from the
pitality, Telling Our Story, Strengthen youth and sale of Rocking Horse furnishings.
family ministries.
Nancy Berklund and Louise Caroselli were electMerry Jorgensen, church administrator, shared ed to serve on our church Education Team.
information related to Valentine’s Day Cards. 50
cards were mailed to homebound members who The next meeting is scheduled for March 17,
live in assisted living homes, those who are away 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Pine Room.
for the winter, and those who have moved from

Sunday, March 22, 2020
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United Methodist Women

Use your Thank Offering box . . . St. Urho Care in Oneida County. Martha Circle and
chased the grasshoppers out of Finland. Put Deborah Circle are hosting. Please RSVP to
a quarter in your Thank Offering in honor of Sara Kozeluh (715-356-4089) or Patty Frandy
(715-356-2172).
St. Urho.

World Day of Prayer . . . A World Day of Thank you . . . Many thanks to those who
Prayer service will be held at 1 pm on Friday,
March 6 at the Manitowish Waters Community Presbyterian Church. Many churches of
the area will be participating, including the
Church of the Pines. This year’s celebration
was written by the women of Zimbabwe. All
are welcome to attend.

helped clean the Ministry Center kitchen:
Marilyn and Bill Remien, Nancy and Bruce
Berklund, Sara Kozeluh, Sue Claflin, Mary
Fasse and Patty Frandy.

Dates coming up:

Mission Alive—April 4
Spring Rummage & Bake Sale—April 21-24
Spring Retreat—May 2
UMW Circles
Dawn Circle . . . will meet on Wednesday, Spring Pie Sale—June 5
March 11 at 9:30 am in the Ministry Center.
Deborah Circle . . . will meet at 6 pm in the UMW Spring Rummage and Bake Sale
Ministry Center on Tuesday, March 17. We Mark you calendars for April 21-24!
will view the Adam Hamilton video on Bud- Clean house and gather things to donate clothes, housewares, tools, bedding - anydhism. Venus Hilgart is hosting.
thing you don’t need anymore.
Esther Circle . . . meets at 12 noon in the Pine
Large furniture, call for OK. No electronics!
Room on Wednesday, March 4. Jeanne Van Nothing we would have to pay to dispose of.
Order hosts. Please bring a sandwich.
Lydia Circle . . . will meet in the Ministry Cen- Tuesday, April 21st, set up tables and start
ter at 9:30 am on Thursday, March 12.
bringing items, Wednesday until 5:00 receivMartha Circle . . . will meet Thursday, March ing items and sorting for tables.
5 at 1 pm at the home of Helen Wentz. Helen Wednesday, April 22nd, 5-7 p.m. is our early
sale, bring bakery for sale anytime on Thursis providing dessert.
Ruth Circle . . . meets Wednesday, March 11 day, April 23rd, 9-5 p.m.
SALE - Friday, April 24th, 9-12 noon, Rumat 12 pm at the Boathouse.
mage& Bake Sale, then it is pack up time.

UMW General Meeting . . . All circles and Help is needed anytime you are available!
some of the church are invited to attend the Bakery is also needed.
March General Meeting at noon on Wednesday the 25th. Rachel Nelson of Oneida Coun- Questions: call Sue Claflin, 715-358-0343 or
ty Social Services will be speaking on Foster email: dcsc2129@charter.net
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Lay Speaker - Holly Nash
To become a Certified Lay Speaker, a person
must first become a certified lay servant by
completing specific courses so that a person
CONGRATULATIONS TO HOLLY NASH who can witness in the local church through
was presented her Certificate as a Certified preaching, teaching, and conducting worship
Lay Speaker in The United Methodist Church services. Holly took the six courses required to
become a Certified Lay Speaker: Preaching;
by Pastor Mark Gilbert on February 2, 2020.
Leading Worship; Leading Prayer; Discovering
Spiritual Gifts; United Methodist Heritage
(History); United Methodist Polity (how the
worldwide United Methodist Church is governed). She took the courses over multiple
weekends all around the state and also took
two of the courses online.

Holly Nash Recognized as a
CERTIFIED LAY SPEAKER

After taking all the courses, Holly was approved by Pastor Mark, our charge conference in November 2019, and the District Committee on Lay Servant Ministries.

Pastor Mark presents Holly Nash with
her Lay Speaker certificate.

Holly may now be asked to serve in churches
other than Church of the Pines, which would
be something new for Holly. She plans to annually renew her role as a Certified Lay Speaker and will continue to take courses to further
her knowledge and skills.

The Co-directors of the Lay Speaker CertificaA Certified Lay Speaker is a layperson who has tion program of the Northwest District stated
completed a course of training specified by that “it was easy to see that Holly has a heart
the United Methodist Church and has ob- for her Lord and Savior.”
tained recommendations to become a CertiWe are blessed to have Holly Nash as a memfied Lay Speaker. Now certified, Holly can
ber of United Methodist Church of Pines and
serve the church in pulpit supply by preaching
thank Holly for her commitment and dedicathe Word when requested by the pastor, the
tion to our congregation and our ministries.
district superintendent, or Committee on Lay
Servant Ministries.
When asked “why did you want to become a
Certified Lay Speaker,” Holly shared the following: “After completing the Basic Lay Servant Course at the Church of the Pines, I was
intrigued and wanted to learn more. Having
no formal training in leading worship, preaching, etc. I wanted to develop and improve my
skills. I felt called to start the journey by becoming a Certified Lay Speaker.”
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Lenten Worship, Lenten Study, Easter Potluck

Lenten Worship
Schedule
Palm Sunday
April 4 - 10 am
Maundy Thursday
April 9 - 7 pm
Good Friday
April 10 - 12 pm
Easter Sunday
April 12 - 8:30 & 10 am

April 12 - 11:45 am
Ministry Center
Join your church family
for a joy-filled
Easter Celebration Meal.
Meat and beverages
will be provided.

Please sign up for potatoes,
salad, vegetables, rolls, or
dessert.
Lenten Bible Study Offered
Pastor Mark will lead a study using Adam
Hamilton’s book, The Walk: Five Essential
Practices of the Christian Life. The study
will meet March 1 through March 29, 4:00
- 5:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center. All are
invited to attend.

Sign up sheet
will be on a table
in the Ministry Center.
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Mission Highlights, World Day of Prayer
Mission Highlights
Mujila Falls Agricultural Center
This year, Mujila Falls is reaching out to women farmers in the area to plan one lima of soybeans. Mujila Falls provides all of the seed and fertilizer and guarantees to buy the harvest,
helping God’s people to support their families. The Center works with the Lunda people of
extreme North West Zambia. The Lunda have the highest infant mortality rates and lowest life
expectancy of all the tribes in Africa. The greatest need is to improve protein, vitamin and
mineral content in the local diet, and to help families’ incomes so they can provide for basic
necessities. The Center continues to expand milk and egg production, and works to make Lunda farmers competitive in their agricultural pursuits.
www.umcmission.org

Lakeland Senior Center, Woodruff, Wisconsin
Plans are moving forward for the new gathering center. The center’s mission is to build a community that promotes wellness, learning, services, and fullness of life to the population of the
Lakeland Area. It will be called, “Generations: A Community Gathering Place.” It will be built
on empty land behind One Penny Place. The center will offer games, event space, and services
for everyone in the area.
www.lakelandretirement.org

World Day of Prayer
March 6 - 1:00 p.m.
Manitowish Waters Community
Presbyterian Church
13883 Marathon Road, Highway 51

All are invited to attend World Day of Prayer Service, which is an international
inter-church organization that enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all
parts of the world: their hopes, concerns and prayers. Coffee and dessert will be
served following the service. People who want to carpool to the service should
meet at Church of the Pines and leave for Manitowish Waters at 12:15 p.m. on
Friday, March 6th.
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Finance Report, Giving via Cell Phone or Online

You can now give to
Church of the Pines on
your cell phone or go to
our church website
and click on the green
GIVE button.
It’s safe and easy!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
2
10:00a Worship/
Communion/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship
4:00p Lenten
Study

3
8:30a Leadership Development Committee

4
12:00p Esther
Circle
3:50p-6:15p
LOGOS

5
1:00p Martha
Circle

8
10:00a Worship/
No Children’s
Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship
4:00p Lenten
Study

10
10:00a Worship
at Milestone

11
9:30a Dawn Circle
12:00p Ruth Circle
LOGOS will not
meet today.

12
13
9:30a Lydia Circle

14

15
16
10:00a Sunday
7:00p SPRC
Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship
4:00p Lenten
Study

17
6:00p Deborah
Circle
7:00p Ministry
Council

18
12:00p Keenagers
3:50-6:15p
LOGOS

19
5:30p Turn the
Page Book Club

20
5:30p Odd
Couples

21

22
23
UMCOR Sunday
10:00a Sunday
Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship
4:00p Lenten
Study

24
10:00a Between
Friends

25
12:00p UMW
General Meeting
3:50-6:15p
LOGOS

26
8:00a Men’s
Breakfast

27

28

29
30
10:00a Sunday
Worship/
Children’s Church
11:00a Coffee
Fellowship
4:00p Lenten
Study

31

9
1:00a Prayer
Shawl
6:00p Trustees

6
1:00p World Day
of Prayer Service

Saturday
7

Have something for Pine Chips 2.0? Email the church at office@umchurchofthepines.org.
To appear in the April Pine Chips, email information no later March 15th.
Announcements for bulletins & weekly updates are due Monday for the following weekend.
Call the Church Office at 715-356-3041 with questions.

If you want to know what is happening at
Church of the Pines, go to our Facebook page:
facebook.com/churchofthepines

Contact Us
UM Church of the Pines
415 Chippewa Street
PO Box 144
Minocqua, WI 54548
Office Phone: 715-356-3041

Visit us on the web at
www.umchurchofthepines.org

PO Box 144
415 Chippewa Street
Minocqua, WI 54548
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