Rooted and Rising—Washington Park

Our Mission Team has chosen to support Root-
ed and Rising because food security is ad-
dressed in their holistic response to meeting the
needs of the community.

Rooted and Rising is a Social Service Organiza-
tion founded by the United Methodist Church. It
was formerly called United Methodist Children's
Services. The organization officially changed its
name to Rooted & Rising - Washington Park in
October 2023. The new name was adopted to
reflect better the organization's evolving mission
and its deep connection to the Washington Park
neighborhood. The agency; initially founded in
1962, received support from the Wisconsin An-
nual Conference of the United Methodist
Church. It found its home in Milwaukee's Wash-
ington Park neighborhood in the early 1990s.
Since its inception, Rooted and Rising has
helped serve the community's housing, child-
care, food security, and other needs. They pride
themselves on connecting individuals and fami-
lies with resources to meet their future needs.

Over the past thirty-plus years, the neighbor-
hood has experienced ups and downs. Rooted
and Rising remains committed to fighting for
positive change and improving the quality of life
for all residents. Rooting and Rising has an En-
gagement Team that envisions a neighborhood
where everyone is connected to the community,
where shared roots run deep, and where the
community meets their needs.

The dignity, potential, and worth of each individ-
ual are valued. All are welcome!!

Rooted and Rising's Growing Tree Children's
Center provides a warm, inviting environment in
which children and their families feel safe, re-
spected, valued, and cared for.

The Rooted and Rising Community Food Cen-
ter has a free emergency food pantry, which op-
erates in partnership with the Hunger Task
Force. The center offers a welcoming and digni-
fied environment for everyone. Volunteers assist
staff and engage with residents as they shop for
food and other donated items.

Rooted and Rising operates 72 units of quality,
affordable housing that includes 3 apartment
buildings and 20 townhomes. The units are de-
signed with families in mind, featuring 2 and 3
bedrooms, with many having 2 or 2.5 bath-
rooms. The housing program is led by a li-
censed social worker who coordinates with oth-
er social service providers to help families have
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